




Our AGM is fast becoming more of a 
comedy show than a General Meeting 
thanks to our Chairman’s wit and hu-
mour.
This was once again a fantastically well-
attended meeting and we are one of a 
very few clubs that can boast over 50% 
of their membership in attendance to an 
AGM (probably something to do with 
the free buffet!)
Our committee stayed almost the same, 
with just John Phillimore standing down 
and Gixer Dave replacing him after an 
extremely close ballot vote.  At this point 
we would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to 
John for all his hard work over the previ-
ous year.
The evening also included the election 

of our OMC Member of the Year, which 
again was a very hard choice but was 
won by John O’Grady for all his efforts 
and help with the Silverstone events.  The 
very prestigious Pillock of the Year award 
was awarded to Dave Richardson for fill-
ing his CBR1000F with Diesel, beating a 
long list of members who did some bi-
zarre things to try to win this coveted 
award.
The evening also included the presenta-
tion of the 2010 Fantasy Race Team Tro-
phy and prize money to the first, second 
and third places.  Congratulations to Gly-
nis Cullip for taking first prize.
We would like to thank all those who at-
tended the evening who made it one of 
the best evenings in the OMC calendar.

OMC AGM & Quiz Night



The following week brought our An-
nual Quiz, organised by our extremely 
knowledgeable (scientist) member 
Dickie Galka.  Once again this was a 
well-attended evening with ten teams 
entering the quiz, including teams 
from OMC sponsors Pure Triumph, 
Silverstone Kawasaki and Wollaston 
BMW, who also donated a trophy for 
the winner.  The winning team was 
‘Aventa Clue’ comprising of Derek 
Brown, Brian and Mark Cullip and 
Geoff Prentice, closely followed by 
‘The Badgers Naggers’ who shall re-
main nameless.  Everyone paid £1 to 
enter and the winning team got their 
money back (huge prize to fight for). 
However, Aventa Clue did donate 
their winnings together with all the 
other money raised on the evening to 
our chosen charity for the year, The 
East Anglian Air Ambulance. 



Everything for your bike at 
your favourite local dealer!

01525 712197
web: www.flitwickmotorcycles.co.uk    email: flitwick@flitwickmotorcycles.co.uk

Station Road, Flitwick, Bedfordshire MK45 1JR

Call in and see us or shop online at 
www.fl itwickmotorcyclesexpress.com

Over the last 26 years, we’ve 
established a reputation as 
one of the best motorcycle 
dealerships you’ll ever visit, 
thanks to our friendly staff, 
great service and some very 
excellent coffee! 

•  We have a terrific selection of new and used 
bikes in stock at all times – view them online!

•  Large stock of Yamaha Genuine Parts in 
store, plus a fantastic range of aftermarket 
spares and accessories

•  Massive Clothing & Accessory Department, 
with a special 10% discount for Oakley 
Motorcycle Club members*

•  We stock a large selection of tyres, fitted 
while you wait, at great competitive prices
*on production of a current OMC membership card.
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By Phil Randell
This all began when OMC member Dickie 
Galka complained directly to Stuart Higgs 
(BSB Race Director) about the rule chang-
es and points allocations in the 2010 BSB 
series.  This started a dialogue between 
them that flourished over the months.

Because Stuart works for Jonathan Palm-
er MSV, who owns Bedford Autodrome 
amongst other circuits, it was our initial 
plan to try to get him to come and give a 
talk about MSV at the OMC Club House. 
However, due to his work commitments 
etc this wasn’t practical, so as a compro-
mise Dickie, together with twenty OMC 
members, was invited to the launch of the 
new BSB season.

The first minor problem we had was that 
with over 200 OMC members and only 20 
invitations, we had to decide who should 

British Superbike 
Media Day



go and who couldn’t.  Obviously Dickie 
had first call on who he wanted to go 
with him, with the remaining places go-
ing to OMC members.  This was decided 
by a list of names of members who had 
expressed a wish to come along being 
drawn from a hat. Unfortunately in these 
cases some will be lucky and some will 
not, so to rub salt into the wound the 
unlucky ones missed a fabulous day.

It was basically a VIP day where all the 
BSB teams show off their new bikes, rid-
ers and leathers to the world’s press; and 
the riders mingle amongst the press, do 
interviews and have photos taken, etc.   
No one knew at the start of the day 
what the format was going to be.  How-
ever, after our arrival at 10.30 all became 
clear - It was just an extremely chilled, 
laid back day where we had the oppor-
tunity to chat and mingle with the likes 
of Kiyonari, Brooks, Shaky Byrne, Tommy 
Hill, Rutter, John and Michael Laverty and 
John Hopkins of Moto GP fame, not for-

getting Jack Valentine and Jonathan Palm-
er to name just a few.

We found all the riders and team manag-
ers extremely approachable and friendly 
and they had no hesitation about being 
photographed with OMC members. 

Our extreme thanks to Dickie for or-
ganising such a fantastic day.
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Well, here we go then…  
An Everyday Tale of an Orange BM

By Dickie Galka
The bike I was riding that morning was my 
pride and joy; a 1975 BMW R90s that I had 
purchased from NVT (Norton Villiers Tri-
umph) some 9 years previously. Don’t ask 
me why they had a BMW on their books 
but they did! I was later to be grateful for 
this fact. 
Even though I say it myself, the bike was in 
pretty good condition. It had done 87,420 
kms without a hitch - it had blown a head-
light bulb, I seem to remember, and I had 
replaced the odd cable here and there, but 
apart from that it had carried me to work 
on a regular basis, Di and myself on a num-
ber of European and Scandinavian camping 
holidays, and competed in several braking 
competitions with a certain Laverda Jota 
belonging to a certain Mr Phillimore 
It was on 2nd July, 1986 at about 08.30 am 
and as normal, I was on my way to work 
at Cranfield, just approaching the railway 
bridge between Clapham and Oakley.  As 
I approached the bridge, I suddenly realised 
that a car coming from the opposite direc-
tion was seemingly using me as target prac-
tice. 
As I’m sure many of you will recognise it 
all seemed to happen in slow motion; I re-

alised I had nowhere to go, as I was as hard 
over to the kerb as possible… and then the 
inevitable happened… the car hit me and I 
went over the top (apparently quite grace-
fully according to a witness who saw the 
entire incident).  When I came round, the 
first thing I saw was my beloved 90s, half in 
the road and half on the footpath sitting in 
a very large pool of very black oil surround-
ed by cam followers and other sundry, well-
knackered bits of BMW’s best.

I stumbled to my feet and approached the 
car driver not really knowing what to do 
other than kill the little bugger….and little 
he was. It’s normally the old fart in the car 
but on this occasion the old fart was on the 
bike and the young lad was in the car – in 
the family spare Renault 20 on his way to 
Bedford school!  Events overtook me and I 
was carted off to Bedford General but not 
being too badly damaged I was back on the 
scene within three hours on my trusty XS 
250 Yamaha 

I had to meet the local constabulary on-site 
and when they pitched up one of them said 
“Oh, a 90s, that’s worth a bob or two….
well it was once!” Thanks guys!  They then 
	  



issued me with an NIP for a totally knack-
ered rear TT100 (which they subsequently 
dropped) and disappeared. 
It transpired that the lad hadn’t initially seen 
me, and then thought I was pushbike (!) then, 
well, he hit me!  It must have been a bit of a 
wallop as not only did it knacker my bike but 
it also wrecked his offside front suspension! 
Talking of knackering my bike, I had heard all 
the daft rumours of BM’s having their cyl-
inders knocked off in accidents and up ‘till 
then I had scoffed at the idea… well have a 
look at the photos; my right hand side cylin-
der had indeed been knocked off, the carb 
had cracked the gearbox casing… and that 
was just the start of it.  

That was 1986.

Roll on quite a few years. We had moved 
house and taken on a fairly extensive reno-
vation job, but thanks to Geoff Prentice and 
his ever-present van, and Oakley Saab Ga-
rage (as it was then) I had managed to retain 
the wreck of the 90s.
I had long ago won my year-long battle with 
the car driver’s insurance company with help 
from the head of BMW’s motorcycle divi-
sion (believe it or not) who gave evidence 
that the bike had been some kind of devel-
opment bike (hence the NVT connection?) 
and was indeed worth double what the in-
surance company had originally offered. 
So what to do? 
Eventually, in about 2005, I decided that I had 
to do something with ‘the wreck’ and again, 
with the help of a few friends (including an-
other trip in another of Geoff’s vans to get 
the frame straightened) I started to rebuild 
her.
I know, I know it took bloody ages… but it 
wasn’t always my entire fault…

I had asked a guy in the BMW Club to do 
the paintwork; a really nice chap who had a 
good reputation who used to run a compa-
ny called ‘Deespray’.  Well, the months went 
by and there was no sign of Mr Dee or my 
paintwork. I had spoken to him on a number 
of occasions and wasn’t unduly concerned 
but after one rather lengthy silence of some 
three months or so, Di suggested I call him 
as he might have been “run over by a bus”!  
So I did, and guess what – he had indeed 
been involved in a collision with a bus on his 
R100RS and had been hospitalised for ages!  
He finished the job not long after that and 
what a fantastic job he made – well I think 
so anyway.
Oh well, the end result was worth it.  What 
do you think? 
As always, it’s not necessarily what you know 
but who. So thanks must go to a number of 
people including Roger Box, Geoff Prentice, 
Derek Brown and Dick Pendleton. 

	  



By Pete Lane
I was asked to organize a wheelie 
day so I chose to go with `I Want to 
Wheelie` run by Paul Milhouse and 
based at Finmere Airfield in Bucking-
ham.  Paul has been three times UK 
Trail Bike Champion and has been 
running wheelie days for eleven years 
where has perfected a system to get 
complete novices to wheelie on his 
stock Yamaha Fazer 600.

So, eight old and chubby members 
of OMC turned up on a lovely Sat-
urday morning to be taught the dark 
art of the wheelie.  Everyone had a 
safety briefing and quick talk about 

the technique of the wheelie, which 
I think went in one ear and out the 
other judging by some peoples’ antics.  
Basically:  you accelerate; get off the 
power so the front dips; crack open 
the throttle again; up the bike comes; 
then pump the throttle to hold the 
wheel up. This, as you can imagine, is 
not as easy as it looks and many of 
our members became obsessed with 
either trying to break the front wheel 
or their wrists by coming down too 
hard.  Luckily the bikes are fitted with 
an anti- flip device, which I think saved 
many of our members having to en-
dure weeks of hospital food.

Wheelie Training Day



During the dinner break Paul offered 
rides on the back to show how to 
`pump` the throttle. He did this all 
the way down the airfield with a big 
fat stoppie at the end.  Some of our 
more mentally challenged members 
took him up on this - the screams 
could be heard for miles, mostly 
from the men.  Bernie and Julia are 
so brave.

Towards the end of the day we had 
little competition to see who could 
do the longest wheelie.  As ever, 
most of our members misunder-
stood this to mean ‘who can break 
the back light off?` and went way 
too high but not very far.  It would 
appear that only Mark Brown took 
any notice of what he had been told 
and duly popped a 75-metre wheelie, 
closely followed by ̀ I’m 58 you know 
Randell` (a flook if you ask me). Mark 
received a fantastic trophy and got 
to do a winner’s burn-out; he was a 
well-deserved winner. 

Everyone enjoyed their day with the 
exception of the muscle pain that 
had to be endured for a few days af-
ter.  By popular demand this may be 
repeated later in the year so keep an 
eye on your emails.



WOLLASTON BIKES.
JUST WHAT YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR.
At Wollaston we have a fantastic dealership facility situated on Bedford Road, 
Northampton. Why not join our Thursday night ride outs or keep in touch for 
all the latest Motorrad news and invites to exclusive launch events?
•	 	Newly	opened	Biker	Café
•	 Full	range	of	new	bikes
•	 A	huge	range	of	BMW	Approved	Used	Bikes	and	other	franchise	models
•	 Accessories	and	Rider	Equipment
•	 	Aftersales	and	Servicing
Call us on 01604 232000 to find out more.

Wollaston
Bedford Road, Northampton
Northamptonshire		NN1	5SZ		
01604 232000  www.wbikes.com

Wollaston

The Ultimate 
Riding Machine
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By Baysie
A big ‘thank you’ to all of you for your 
help and participation on Sunday at 
Shuttleworth, and special thanks for 
Bernice Russell for the coffee and 
cakes that went down a treat.  All 
Committee members with the ex-
ception of those who were away or 
working or both, took part, together 
with the many regular members who 
attended for not only the loading 
up at Oakley Club, the setting up at 
Shuttleworth, take down and return 
to Oakley. 
Couple that with the ride out led by 
Dave Richardson who had 30 bikes 
turn out and later attended Shuttle-
worth, we must have had 60 odd 
members involved in some way or 
other.  (Dave, our lead rider, did ac-
tually oversleep and this was after 
stressing to us to remind everyone 

Ride Free Event



that the clocks go forward one 
hour!) I think he just wants to keep 
hold of the ‘Pillock of the Year’ tro-
phy that he won at the last AGM. 
 This is the first event of this kind 
Central Bedfordshire Council have 
tried to put on and although there 
could have been more to see, I per-
sonally thought it was good for ‘non 
profit making’ (for want of a better 
phase) like ourselves and the other 
local clubs, to promote their own 

thing.
To make a good day even better, one 
of our new members, Keith Fisk, won 
second prize in the raffle.  He wins 
a day at the Ron Haslam School of 
Racing.  Congratulations!
What a fantastic start to our events 
and ride out calendars for 2011!
We are by far the biggest and most 
active bike club in the region; let’s 
make sure we keep it that way.
Regards and safe riding



By Pete Lane
This month we start with a new addi-
tion to the mag, giving a little insight into 
what our sponsors are all about and what 
services they offer.   Ian at Cooperb has 
over 25 years of experience in the mo-
torcycle trade, starting on a YTS scheme 
as a mechanic, moving into parts, then 
into retail sales of motorcycles, work-
ing for various dealers. He then turned 
his hand to sole trading and through his 
experience and dealer contacts decided 
to open Cooperb motorcycles in 2003 
in Northamptonshire.  The business has 
expanded to over 1900 hundred square 
feet of retail and workshop facilities with 
a dedicated team of five staff.

RETAIL
Cooberb offer a wide selection of mo-
torcycles, from 50cc scooters, street and 
touring bikes to superbikes, to suit all 
budgets.  Part-exchange and finance pack-
ages are all part of the service.   Ian has 
a tried and tested formula for buying and 
selling bikes - he only buys from reliable 
suppliers, such as other dealers or pri-
vate sellers.  He will only retail a bike he 
would be happy to own and ride himself 
and sells bikes for what they are worth 
rather than what the market will stand.  
His prices are very keen and his service is 
second to none, and because of this, cus-
tomers keep coming back time and time 
again. He said, “Selling a bike is relatively 
easy; finding good, quality machines is the 

Focus on OMC Sponsors:
Cooperb Motorcycles



hard bit.  In these tough times customer 
satisfaction is paramount, not just in the 
retail side but the workshop as well.  If 
it’s on the service schedule, it will get 
done.  People want a good honest ser-
vice at a good price and this is what we at 
Cooperb, offer.  Customers do keep com-
ing back and we see new customers on 
recommendation, so we must be doing a 
good job.”

Ian generally prefers bikes with full his-
tory - his customers like it and his work-
shop can bring a machine up to its factory 
service spec at the point of sale.  All the 
retail machines go through a vigorous pre-
delivery inspection covering all aspects of 
machine safety and mechanical condition. 
This includes brakes, suspension, bearings, 
seals, chain and sprockets.  All bikes are 
serviced as required and if the service 
history is a little short a full service will 
be done, including tappet checks, carb & 
throttle bodies balanced and a decent set 
of tyres - the expensive stuff.  Cooperb 
offer a comprehensive in-house three 
month warranty which historically is very 
rarely used as ``prevention is better than 
a cure”.  Cooperb also of offer a good se-
lection of branded aftermarket parts like 
exhausts, rear sets, huggers,sreens , tyres 
and a fitting service.

WORKSHOP

Peter Ball is Workshop and After- sales 
Manager who has twenty five years’ ex-
perience as a motorcycle mechanic.  He 
has a vast amount of experience working 
on all types of machines and has attended 
factory courses with Honda, Kawasaki 
and Ducati.  The workshop offers all the 
facilities of a modern service department, 
and all MOT’s are done on site.   Cooperb 
undertake any type work on all types of 
machine from a bulb replacement to full 
rebuilds, including insurance work.  A col-
lection and delivery service is available, or 
a loan bike service for customers’ con-
venience.  If a customer has purchased 
a motorcycle from the showroom a re-
duced hourly rate for any work done in 
the workshop is available.

Having spent some time with Ian and his 
team we found the staff very knowledge-
able and polite, and the shop and work-
shop very clean with a very friendly at-
mosphere.  So,  if you’re in the market  for 
a good, clean, second-hand motorbike or 
looking for a service, pop over and have a 
chat and don`t forget to take your OMC 
card for 10% discount (not including mo-
torcycle sales of course).



I would like to introduce to OMC 
my grandson. His name is Harry, 
and he was born on Christmas 
Eve at 00.17hrs, weighing in at 
8lb 5½oz. He was the Christmas 
present from my daughter, Jenna, 
that I shall never forget.  His due 
date was 16th Dec and when that 
passed, and with each day getting 
closer to Christmas, we put every-
thing on hold with the other mem-
bers of my family, and agreed to 
spend the special day with Richard 
and Jenna whether it be in hospital 
with turkey sandwiches or at our 
house, with or without the baby.  

Luckily he decided to show up and 
we took mother and baby Harry 
to our house to have one of the 
best Christmases we have had.

On the quiz night I was fortunate 
to be in the team that came second 
and won the Harley Davidson Ted-
dy donated by Silverstone.  Many 
thanks to my fellow team mem-
bers who kindly offered the prize 
from Harry, who is now the proud 
owner. It will probably be the only 
Harley he will own if it’s up to me.

Granddad Clive Homan

	  

Another Potential New Member

Please see the front cover to see what his grandad gets up to on his days off.





10% 
. 

WE CAN OFFER YOU 
GENUINE PARTS FROM 

KAWASAKI 
VICTORY 

HARLEY DAVIDSON 
SERVICING FOR ALL  

MAKES & MODELS FROM £99.00 

Offering Servicing, Clothing and Accesories 
We are located at: 170 Watling Street East Towcester Northants NN12 6DB 

Tel: 01327 353444  www.silverstone-motorcycles.co.uk 
Opening Hours 

Tuesday to Friday 9am to 6pm 
 Saturday 9am to 5pm 

Discount on all parts, accessories 
& servicing which can be used in 

 addition with other offers! 
(excluding motorcycle sales)  

Available to all Oakley M/C Club 
members, you must bring your 

membership card at time of sale. 

Visit our website for the latest 
used bike stocklist. 

Always a good selection of 
used Harley Davidson, Victory 

and 
 Kawasaki Motorcycles 



OMC Kodak Moments...

“You’re my all time hero, Mr. 
Renolds, sir”

“Hello little girl, would you like 
to see some cute puppies?” “Does my bum look big on 

this?”

“Who’s bum is this?”





Quality M
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M
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Accessories Departm
ent

01933
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NN29 7NH


