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Some of you may not be aware that Pete Lane has 
resigned as Editor of the OMC Magazine and for 
my sins I have the unenviable task of taking it on.  I 
am up to the challenge and with the support of the 
Committee and you as members, I will endeavour 
to publish a magazine filled with interesting articles 
for you to read.  (For those of you who don’t know 
me, I am the little lady who pesters you to join our 
100 Club!)
With a lot of help from your Committee, we have 

put together a bumper Christmas Issue which we 
hope you will enjoy …. But in the New Year I hope 
I can count on you to let me have your stories.  I am 
sure each and every one of you has a tale or two to 
share.  I can be contacted on news@oakleymc.net.
In closing, may I take this opportunity of wishing 

you all a very merry Christmas and happy riding 

in 2014! 

editor’s NOTES
you have a new editor
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- Article by Baysie

Well, records were broken last year on 
membership numbers and Thursday night 
attendees; however that has been noth-
ing compared to this year!
At the time of writing this article we have a paid-up 

membership for 2013 standing at a mighty 431 mem-
bers, an all-time record. Basically that means that in 
the last three years we have more or less doubled 
the membership, surely a sign that we must be doing 
something right? I suppose I should have guessed as 
much when, at the AGM in February, we had around 
135 members attending. Now I’m sure that wasn’t 
just for the buffet and my p**s taking! It shows that 
people really care about how this club progresses.
Obviously the weather this last summer has helped 

considerably, with probably the best summer for 
three or more years.  Most Thursday nights on the 
warm evenings resulted in the norm being 100 plus 
bikes in attendance. On one particular theme night 
202 bikes were counted during the course of the 
evening and yes, we are sad enough to count them!
Another record has been the number of tickets 

we sold for Silverstone. As you are aware we have 
a fantastic relationship with them resulting in huge 
discounts on all the three major bike races. A very 
big thank you must go to my Vice Chair Phil Randell, 
who started and nurtured this. It is always pleasing 
to see the headline in MCN reading about “fantas-
tic MotoGP prices” if you buy your weekend ticket 
through MCN! It’s great knowing that as an OMC 
member you can buy them twenty quid cheaper and 

with in-field bike parking! 
We sold 151 MotoGP tickets to our members and 

their families, that’s a serious number.
Since the last AGM, we have had two long serving 

and valued committee members stand down. Firstly 
Paul “The Beast” East resigned and secondly Pete 
Lane our Magazine Editor called it a day. I would like 
to thank both of them for all the commitment and 
hard work they have put in to forward this club to 
where it is today.  Both can still be found on Thurs-
day nights; Paul propping the bar up sampling several 
times over the latest guest ale, and Pete sat at the 
table closest to the OMC desk at what has become 
known as “The Naughty Table” where I, as Chair, can 
keep an eye on him and his mates to prevent giggling, 
inappropriate comments and naughty behaviour.
The Editorship of the Magazine has now been taken 

on by OMC member Kirsty Eaton and we wish her 
all the best for a long and successful time in this role. 
It is a difficult job as ALL members have a biking story 
to tell, but getting them to put pen to paper or finger 
to keyboard is the very hard part, but I am confident 
that Kirsty will not be fobbed off with excuses and 
once locked on, she will be harder to shake off than 
a sidewinder missile!
Finally, as we get closer to the AGM, I would like 

not only to thank my committee, as they have done a 
sterling job again, but to thank all the members who 
have mucked in when needed and all those who have 
supported us, making Oakley Motorcycle Club one 
of the biggest bike clubs in the Country and most 
certainly the best

2013
WHAT A YEAR
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A slightly dodgy group of four people 
arrive in the large entertainment area of 
Butlins Skegness early on a sunny Friday 
afternoon in April.  After a long drive (OK 
so it was only a couple of hours) and check 
in, a pint (or several) were in order. And 
so the weekend began.

Three pints later we started getting calls from the 
rest of the group with “we’ll soon be there” , “we’re 
not far away now” and “where are we meeting you?” 
Response? “In the bar of course!”
 
Gradually the other 7 OMC members turned up 

and joined us in the bar. Some bright spark about 
7pm suggested we really should go for dinner oth-
erwise we might be getting drunk too early.  I was 
past caring and already talking gibberish, no change 
there then. 
The food was excellent with plenty of choice from 

the self service restaurant which, because we were 
on a food included deal, easily satisfied the drunken 
munchies we had developed. So what next, time to 
take in some live music and yep, you guessed, more 
beer! Only question, which stage; the Main Stage or 
Reds?
In the small hours of the next morning 9 people 

staggered from the main stage to find their apart-
ments and beds. Two of the party weren’t quite done, 
opting to continue in the on-site nightclub till the 
sun came up.
I woke up the next morning with an orchestra of 

kango hammers in my head trying valiantly to con-
vince me I really shouldn’t have drunk so much. How-
ever, onwards and upwards, we have a brewery tour 
today and I needed breakfast!
Breakfasts were all you can eat and boy can bikers 

eat, especially after all that beer! It was like a plague 
of locusts had arrived at the buffet with overworked 
Butlins staff trying desperately to keep up, bringing 

out trays of fresh bacon and sausages in a never end-
ing stream.
The rest of the group all seemed equally jaded ex-

cept for one man, Richard Ford. It seemed the drink-
ing and clubbing till 5am with his wife Rosie had no 
effect on him at all. Richard was the life and soul, after 
only a couple of hours sleep he was bright eyed and 
bushy tailed raring to go once more.  He was like a 
human dynamo.
Having satisfied our hunger, Lisa our official OMC 

tour guide (complete with clipboard, she is very or-
ganised!) led us by bus and train to the Batemans 
brewery for our lunchtime tour. By this time we 
were all feeling better and the effects of the previ-
ous days indulgence had begun to wear off. Luckily 
the brewery had a café/ shop which did an excellent 
lunch, while we waited for the tour to begin. 
The tour was excellent, both informative and in-

teresting and I think we all learnt a little something 
about the brewing of beer.  The tour concluded with 
a tasting session of various Batemans beers to try. 
The clock struck 2pm and it was Friday all over again! 
We had a short wait for the return train to Skegness 
and with the brewery about to close we relocated to 
the village pub for a swift something before heading 
back to base. 

And so for the main event  – the Saturday night 
Fancy dress party and our theme? The Flintstones.
Outside our apartments a motley crew of cavemen 

and women gathered, wigs in abundance and that 
was just the guys! Looking like extras from a bad 
B movie we headed off to the bar along with our 
very own Dino, the Flintstones dog! There’s always 
one that has to be different and this time it was our 
friend Steve. 
After listening to some excellent bands rang-

ing from serious Guns N Roses tributes, to Steve 
Ferringo Band, whose lead singer was welcomed by 
the crowd chanting “you fat bxxxxxrd”, the group 
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headed back to our apartments with ears ringing 
and only slightly less drunk than the previous night 
having had another excellent day.
Another dawn, another hangover, another break-

fast. Sunday, the day of the grand Oakley Motorcycle 
club crazy golf competition, tensions were running 
high, was I going to keep my breakfast down or lose 
it on the first tee? Many laughs and much mickey 
taking ensued with us having to split into smaller 
groups. At the end though, Darren Spencer with a 
complete fluke shot won the event! All that fresh air 

and exercise was thirsty work and with the sun past 
the yard arm it was yet again beer o’clock. The next 
sporting challenge was a game of killer darts. Aptly 
named, since some of the party were quite danger-
ous with darts in hand. Richard had obviously been 
practicing and after a rather competitive match was 
crowned champion.
Back at Butlins and it was time for the Moto GP 

on the big screen in the main arena. By this time 
the atmosphere was a little more subdued, partly 
because it was time for some to think about head-
ing home and partly because Butlins had begun to 
run out of beer! Actually, this was a good thing, my 
liver had put a space to rent sign up and gone on 
holiday by this time!
After the race it was time for a few farewells as 

some of the group were heading home. 
It is fair to say our vital organs may have taken a 

while to recover but what a great weekend we had. 
Lots of beer, lots of laughs and lots of fun.  
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This past year I have done more track 
days than in previous years. 

I decided to take it a bit more seriously this year 
and spend a lot of time exercising and stretching to 
lose a bit of fat and gain flexibility. The result was 
a 2 stone loss and a fit enough me at the begin-
ning of the year. This not only helped my riding on 
road and track but also increased the performance 
of the bike. As the year developed and I did more 
and more track days, the fitness paid off and my vi-
sion and subsequent speed improved - I was having 
more fun!

Cadwell Park was one of the best days out as I 
took Michael along for his first track day. He was 
absolutely hooked. Justin was now a regular at Bed-
ford Autodrome and this spurred Allison to buy a 
track bike and get stuck in. Go Girl! I suffered a 
bit of a confidence damper with a crash at Oulton 
Park, in the wet once again. I could kick myself for 
being so stupid but I learned a valuable lesson. The 
two BMW club track days saw a few of the regular 
track day attendees from OMC turn up and we had 
our own garage. There was a lot of fun to be had 
and lots of banter between us. The BMW club track 
day is a highlight on my calendar for it is safe and 
very friendly. 

Bedford Autodrome, not my favourite track, but 
it is nearby and the prices this year have been rea-
sonable so it was only fitting to squeeze in the last 
track day for the year at our local circuit. An ar-
rangement was made with MSVT for a group book-
ing which guaranteed us a 10% discount and garage 
for 5 bookings or more.

Yet again it was an early rise on the Saturday 
morning, being careful not to disturb the missus 
while getting ready. Fortunately the day went as 
planned although a bit of wetness on the track did 
slow us down but not dampen the spirits. Regard-
less of the conditions which did improve through 
the day, a good time was had by all. Smiles all around 
and I felt that I had achieved something this year 
through encouraging our members to try a track 
day. (Best wishes to Graeme who couldn’t make it 
due to unforeseen circumstances, we hope you get 
well soon.)  

The day wasn’t without the typical mishaps with a 
member accidentally using the ladies toilet and an-
other that tried an economy run but failed when he 
ran out of fuel on track!  No names mentioned - we 
wouldn’t want to embarrass anyone!  Best of all was 
the atmosphere in the paddock and the reception 
from MSVT. Thank you to all who attended and for 
keeping the day accident-free.

What’s next after this year?  Due to some person-
al commitments, some decisions have to be made 
which may have an influence on my participation in 
track days in the foreseeable future.  However, that 
doesn’t mean some fun won’t be had. Keep an eye 
on the calendar and try one for yourself. You won’t 
be disappointed ……

Josef Ekkerd
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A big Thank you to all the ladies whose 
support and attendance made this year a 
very enjoyable and memorable one ……..

We have had numerous rides-out this year – Mal-
den in Essex, Hunstanton, Ely with Godmanchester, 
Grantchester Tea Rooms, Brackley to name a few 
but my highlight was our Wales trip.

This was the first long distance trip I have organ-
ised and I am pleased to report it was a great suc-
cess!   Even the heavy rain didn’t dampen our spirits, 
we always managed to locate a hand dryer in the 
ladies toilets to dry ourselves off, warm through 
with a cuppa and then off again on the next stage of 
our adventure.  The roads were great and it’s easy 
to get carried away with the bends and good road 
surfaces. A lesson learned was not to rely on the Sat 
Nav – they tend to send you on too many short-
cuts. Always make some route notes as a back up.  
The detours were, however, good for confidence 
building when back on the good roads as the ladies 

that were there will remember well.  

The evenings were very enjoyable as were the 
days and with Owen as our waiter we didn’t want 
to leave (who ordered onion rings?!)  We met some 
really nice bikers and found the watering holes of 
Wales, an American Diner and Abergavenny’s Oasis 
bike stop where the food was simple and filling.

Other places visited were Pat’s Welsh Muffins in 
a hill side café, fish and chips at the coast – roads 
around the reservoirs with sheep to race and the 
ruins of a castle.  We did all this in 3 days …….

I, as well as my fellow riders, learnt a lot on this 
trip and to answer the question “Will you do an-
other?” – YES definitely.

I am already looking for routes to explore next 
year so, come on ladies, join us and make new 
friends while you ride your bike in 2014.
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Motorcycle and Scooter products
formulated to provide race
developed protection and reliability

Morris LubricantsCastle Foregate, Shrewsbury, SY1 2EL
www.morrislubricants.co.uk T: +44 (0)1743 232 200 

The Wednesday Club was set up origi-
nally by an Ex-committee member, Dean 
McFarlane, and  was intended for rides-
out on, you’ve guessed it, a Wednesday.  
It has since been extended to cover any 
weekday but the name  remains the 
same.
I have taken on this mantle.  The Wednesday Club 

caters for riders who  are retired, shift workers, 
people on holiday, or just skiving off work; basically 
for  anyone with time on their hands on a weekday. 
We  ride at a leisurely  pace (but can go at a pace of 
the riders’ choice) and generally there are between 
5 and 12 attending. The popular days are Tuesday 

and Friday, but we chop and change dependent on 
the  weather. The rides are enjoyed by everyone, 
riding at a scenic pace and are usually all day rides, 
but sometimes we do change and have a Breakfast 
run.  However, anyone who doesn’t want to do an 
all-day run can return home when they wish, there 
are no hard and fast rules.  On all rides, we use the 
drop off system where appropriate - it’s fun,  stress-
free and enjoyable!
I will continue running The Wednesday Club rides 

during the Winter months, weather permitting, so 
if you fit the criteria, watch the calendar and come 
and join us ……
- Colin Measures

The
Wednesday
Club



OAKLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB MAGAZINE | XMAS BUMPER EDITION 2013 12

We started this idea last year and de-
spite the crap weather causing numerous 
cancellations and re-scheduled nights; it 
proved to be very popular.   It was a bit 
of a learning curve for OMC, but taking 
everything into account, Theme nights 
for 2013 were scheduled and planned on 
a grander scale.
Again, we went with nine different theme nights 

covering the major manufacturers, the countries or 
the era of bikes. 
Oakley Sports & Social Club were more than happy 

to donate the prizes again and raised the first prize 
for each themed night from a £25 value food and 
drink voucher to £50.  They also contributed a fur-
ther £50 cash towards the purchase and engraving of 
the “Overall Winner’s Shield”.
The OMC Theme Nights commenced in early May 

and due to the glorious weather proved to be im-
mensely popular with not only entrants, but mem-
bers as well. Entrant numbers ranged from just 
twelve on the American night to over twenty on the 
German night. This showed in the number of bikes 
parked in the car park.  The Kawasaki night achieved 
an OMC record of 202 motorbikes, just pipping the 
German and Austrian night which reached 197.  For 
most of these evenings, we had over 120 bikes which 
for the likes of me, as a founder member, gave im-
mense joy and pride - showing just how far the Club 
has come since it was founded in early 2005.
Also to compliment the British night, Pure Triumph 

were in attendance with a contingent of bikes and 
employees from both their showrooms in Woburn 
and Wellingborough.  Likewise, on the German and 
Austrian night, BMW Wollaston arrived with bikes to 
test ride.
I must say over the nine evenings, we were blessed 

with members bringing along some absolute stunning 
examples from a 1923 Norton owned by Norman 
Lorton, who I understand, is a walking encyclopaedia 

on Nortons  (rumour has it he can strip down a 
Norton and rebuild it blindfolded in an afternoon) to 
the latest Sports bike with aftermarket accessories.
This culminated in the final night which was the 

winner of winners, a bit like the “Best in Show” run 
by Crufts! Fortunately we managed to get seven of 
the nine winners to re-attend with their pride and 
joy.   The winner was Barry Williams for his re-built 
1961 Triumph T110.  He is the first winner of the 
new OMC Bike of the Year Shield which was pre-
sented to him by OMC Secretary, Christine Randell.
All individual winners’ pictures can be viewed on 

the OMC web gallery using the link http://www.pho-
tos.oakleymc.net/
Thanks are due to all entrants, all the winners, all 

who took the time to vote, Pure Triumph, BMW 
Wollaston and also to OSSC for giving us 500 quid’s 
worth of food, drink and cash to make the event such 
a success.
The Theme Nights will continue in 2014 but we are 

looking at a different format and are likely to have 
various categories rather than manufacturers etc. So, 
as they say, watch this space!
Baysie
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I had wanted to visit Scotland on the 
bike for some time and this year I got my 
chance with a group from OMC.  There 
were 14 of us, couples and single riders 
all up for an adventure.  (We even took 
along our own translator in the form of 
Stevie Brennan just in case we go lost in 
the lingo).
So what was the expectation? Well, we had planned 

the trip, looked at the map and used our faithful 
TYRE program to plot and plan various rides.  We 
based ourselves in Inverness and planned rides to 
John O’Groats, Isle of Skye, Cairngorms, Ben Nevis 
and Glen Coe and of course one day to study the 
delights of the local distillery.  
Scenically Scotland and Wales are very similar ex-

cept for distances.  In Scotland they are vast! Both 
have valleys but a round trip of 50 miles in Wales 
would be +/- 150-200 miles in Scotland.
The weekend started well, taking the fast route to 

‘The North’ via Newcastle, deciding to end the day 
by the Angel of the North at the Angel Inn.  They 
even have a gated area where they suggested we put 
our bikes which was a bonus.  In the morning we 
did the customary photo shoot at the Angel which 
is quite impressive and then headed on to Edinburgh. 
 The route took us over the A68 to experience the 

hills and climbs through Jedburgh.  This was outstand-
ing and after despatching a group of vintage German 
bikers and French tourists, we found ourselves at the 
border where we enjoyed a short stop for coffee 
and a buttie.
So on to Edinburgh for lunch but to be honest all 

we wanted to do was get through it and on to the A9 
heading north to Inverness. The route up was noth-
ing short of spectacular but as we edged north past 
Perth and onwards, it became clear that perhaps I 
had misjudged some of these distances. 266 miles in 
a day is easy, right?  Of course it is, but in a group 
and on such wonderful roads, it is something to be 
savoured and not rushed.  Arriving finally in Inverness 
was a feeling of excitement and relief.  The Smith-
ton Hotel was our chosen refuge.  It was a delight-
ful place, a little out from the city centre but close 
enough to a supermarket for fuel and right next to 
the main roads for exploring the Cairngorms.

The week comprised of several rides and the one 
thing I would recommend with Scotland is plan your 
rides for a whole day, there are no short rides!  In 
Scotland the roads are not all fast sweeps or dual 
carriageways.  In fact a lot of the highland roads are 
single track roads with passing places going through 
miles and miles of fields with sheep, cows, goats or 
horses. Maximum speed 40mph, cattle grids, sharp 
bends, animal excrement, you name it, there are haz-
ards.  So a 264 mile trip to John O’Groats took until 
7:30pm in the evening leaving at 9:00 in the morning.
The week was broken by a day off on the Friday for 

a tour to the Glen Ord Distillery.  It is one of the few 
distilleries that do “export only” and what a wonder-
ful array of whiskeys on the final tasting!
There are so many things I could write about the 

trip but let’s say it was one of the most spectacular 
trips ever and even the weather was kind to us for a 
whole 9 days in August.  If I had the trip again (which 
I may well do soon), I would recommend staying in 
2-3 different places in the highlands to make the days 
shorter but still cover the mileage.  Other points to 
remember if you consider doing a trip to Scotland 
are the timing of fuel stops.  This is an important part 
of the planning as up on the highlands, small garages 
close outside office/shop hours, so be aware.  We 
managed the whole week without incident but we 
came close once or twice.  Also, if you are doing this 
ride on a sports tourer or regular bike remember 
your tyres… Do not underestimate the harshness 
of the surface of Scottish roads.  These roads take 
a pounding from ice, snow and frost and don’t get 
the salt treatment as we softies in the south get. The 
grip levels are outstanding with a harder grade of grit 
used in the tarmac but the downside is that tyre deg-
radation is far more rapid.  We went through 4 back 
tyres, two through wear and two through punctures 
and I also went through a front tyre as I wore out the 
sides.  We had expected them to last for the 2,500-
3,000 miles of the round trip. If you are stuck in In-
verness, I can recommend Mitchell’s Motorcycles, 
very good service but not the cheapest.  
My thanks to everyone who participated, it was for 

me a most enjoyable and very memorable trip.
Paul Butler

Scotland
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Roger Mant, affectionately known as Manty, has tak-
en on the responsibility of the OMC Photo Gallery  
on the Clubs website.  Photography is just one of his 
many hobbies, but judging by the number of cameras 
about, there are a lot of members who also enjoy the 
art of “happy snapping”.
Beginning January 2014, Manty is going to run a 

Monthly OMC Photo Competition for you all to 
participate in :
The Prize:-  To have your photo on the 

OMC Website home page for  one month
The Rules are simple:-
1. The photo must be OMC related
2. Photos must be taken in the relevant 

month. Follow these 3 easy steps.
Example for January
• Take photograph during month of January
• Submit to: - roger.mant@oakleymc.net  by 

the end of January (Don’t forget to include details of 
where the photo was taken and who took it.)

Photos will be published in the OMC Gallery early 
February.
3. The winning photo chosen by the panel 

will be posted on the OMC home page for one 
month
4. The best of the rest will be posted in their 

own OMC Gallery Album for the relevant month.
Why are we having this competition?
Every picture can tell a story and the more variety 

we can have the better.
It doesn’t matter whether you take them with your 

phone, iPad (or similar) or any other camera, all are 
welcome.
There must be many photo’s taken which don’t re-

ally see the light of day. Choose your favourites, get 
constructive and let us all enjoy them but please re-
member to keep them OMC related.
Use your imagination and let’s have some fun.

OVER TO YOU AND HAVE FUN!

Through the Lens
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OMC organises a number of trips away 
each year and this year decided to offer a 
weekend trip to The Forest of Dean stay-
ing in a bunkhouse in the village of Park-
end.  
Affordable, clean and comfy, bunkhouses comprise 

of a number of dormitory style rooms, shared bath-
rooms, a communal sitting room and fully serviced 
kitchen. The bunkhouse in Parkend is next to one of 
the village pubs, The Fountain and run by the same 
people. The pub also offers bed and breakfast accom-
modation, which the more discerning members of 
the group opted for.  
Early on a hot summer Friday morning we met up 

at OMC headquarters.  Since we had 33 people on 
22 bikes we decided to split into two groups. Josef 
led the first group and Chris the second. We took 
a similar route stopping in Stratford-Upon-Avon for 
lunch. By this time the sun was high, the sky was blue 
and the heat was searing.  The afternoon ride was 
broken up by a short rest in some well sought-out 
shade providing the opportunity to remove some 
clothing for several minutes to try and cool down.  
How wonderful to be out on the bikes in such glori-
ous summer weather. Sitting in the shade, listening to 
the birdsong and breathing in the lovely smells of the 
countryside.  Actually, what was that smell?  Oh, it 
was us, stinking like a Cotswold farmyard! 
Our route took a short diversion when a certain 

person inadvertently overtook the lead rider. Not 
realising his faux pas, he took off desperately trying 
to catch Chris up not realising that Chris was behind 
him frantically chasing him down with another 10 
bikes in tow.  A couple of roundabouts and a u-turn 
later, we were back on track. 
Arriving in Parkend, we bundled into the bunk-

house and divided ourselves into the available rooms. 
Beds made up, showers taken and time for a beer 
in the pub. Dinner had been pre-ordered and con-
sidering the number of us in our group was served 

up promptly.  Several beers later, we headed for bed, 
some with assistance and others unaided. 
Josef was up bright and early Saturday and made 

a start cooking up eggs and bacon which we’d had 
delivered to the bunkhouse the day before having 
placed an on-line order in advance.  How very or-
ganised we can be.  
After a leisurely start to the day, some folks headed 

off out to explore the local area, others decided to 
go for a walk in The Forest, the majority went out 
with Chris to ride the Brecons and a few went no 
further than the pub!  
The walk in The Forest was a gentle stroll of about 

6 miles, took in a coffee stop by Mallards Pike Lake 
and a pub stop for a bit of lunch.  Arriving back at 
the pub mid afternoon, the rest of the day was spent 
on the veranda; chatting, laughing and relaxing in the 
warm summer sun.
Unfortunately the ride to the Brecons didn’t go so 

well for a few of the group. An accident resulted in 
a couple spending a few days in hospital. Thankfully 
none of the injuries were life threatening and they 
were soon on the mend and back down the club on 
a Thursday night, smiling and joking as usual.
Despite the sadness the news of the accident 

bought, we had an occasion to celebrate and the 
mood was lifted as we wished Kirsty happy birth-
day. Several pints of Pimms and lemonade later and 
a good old sing song of numbers from the Sound of 
Music (Julie Andrews eat your heart out!) it was yet 
again time for bed. 
Sunday morning and time to head back. Darren was 

looking very smug with himself and his bike was look-
ing far too clean! Someone had been out polishing 
the paintwork.  All saddled up we formed one group 
and hit the road – destination Oakley.  Another hot 
day and another beautiful route. Pretty lanes wind-
ing through the countryside, snaking our way back 
across through Gloucestershire and The Cotswolds.  
It seemed such a shame that after all that cleaning, 
we managed to find the one lane that had a ford, 
poor Darren!
Back at Oakley, however, he was still smiling along 

with everyone else.  A great weekend away. Inexpen-
sive, fun, relaxing and a little bit different.  Thanks 
Chris.

Lisa Boddy
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For the fourth year running Oakley 
Motorcycle Club has taken advantage of 
Silverstone’s fantastic offers.  However, 
this year we had the biggest turnout, 
with 86 attending the WSB, 149 attend-
ing the Moto GP and 123 going to the 
BSB; making a total spend of £12731.00 
by OMC members to Silverstone.

This is the first year Silverstone have given us a 
deal on Moto GP, allowing us to purchase tickets 
at £55 for a full weekend instead of the advertised 
£85 just for Sunday, and it certainly paid off for them 
when you consider that we couldn’t sell 25 last year 
without this offer.  What’s more, OMC was the only 
Club allowed in the infield for this very high-profile 
meeting. 

We saw some excellent racing at all three events 
with thrills and spills at each meeting.  Jorge Loren-
zo showed what he was made of on the final bend 
of the last lap at MotoGP (not dissimilar to the final 
round in Valencia.)  The top two runners in the BSB 
were still fighting tooth and nail, with Shaky winning 
the first and Alex taking the second race.  WSB saw 
start delays and offs galore as the rain and winds 
played havoc with the meeting.

OMC hopes all those who purchased tickets thor-
oughly enjoyed themselves and we would like to 
thank them for their generous donations to the 
EAAA when purchasing tickets.

Phil Randell 
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OMC was invited to join the MK IAM 
on a slow manoeuvring skills day on the 
28th September and I am pleased to say 
a few (eight plus me) were brave enough 
to test our abilities.  We had a great 
morning and all of us managed to keep 
our bikes upright, but a few of the stra-
tegically placed cones weren’t so lucky !!

In addition to the slow riding, we were also of-
fered a “One on One” observed riding assessment 
which six of our members participated in. I am 
pleased to report that the feedback from the ob-
servers ranged from disciplined to spirited and a 
competent level of riding displayed by all. 

During the year we also had an OMC ride-out in 
which three IAM observers took part, offering help 
and guidance to anyone requesting it.  This was well 
attended and enjoyed, with a lot of interest shown 

for the second planned ride which unfortunately, 
due to bad weather, was cancelled.  I do plan to 
put some dates on the calendar for more of these 
accompanied rides-out during 2014 and MK IAM 
have assured me that they are keen to join us again 
throughout the coming year.

On behalf of OMC, I would like to thank MK IAM 
for their support over the year, which is all offered 
voluntarily, and to our members for showing the 
interest in further developing their riding skills.

Let’s hope we can look forward to some great 
ride-outs and more of the good weather during 
2014.

Have a great Christmas ………

Steve Eaton

MK IAM SLOW
MANOEUVRING 
DAY
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The OMC committee has always been 
conscious of the fact that members like 
to attend events over the winter, once 
the dark nights and cold weather arrive.  
To this end, we hold annual quizzes, kart-
ing competitions, mini bus trips to the 
NEC, etc.  This year, we tried something 
new and organised a couple of motorcy-
cle-related talks.

The evenings were held at Bedford Golf Club, 
which proved to be an excellent venue, and the 
ticket price of £5 included a very nice light buffet.  
Both evenings were very well attended by OMC 
members and friends, and were enjoyed by all who 
came along.

On 1 November, Simon Weir from RiDE Magazine 
spoke about how they made the Ride France sup-
plement, and how a magazine is produced in gen-
eral.  He explained about the pitfalls of taking good 
photographs of people when riding, and the dangers 
of turning round again and again to have another go 
at the shot.  There were some good pointers here 
for our OMC photographer, Roger Mant.  Our Sec-
retary Chris, is still blushing about asking Simon for 
his £5 when he arrived because she didn’t recognise 
him as the speaker!

David Hailwood’s talk on 14 November was at-
tended by around 90 people, and the Golf Club 
was able to accommodate us in a bigger room, with 
video equipment and an audio system lent by Ja-
son Price and set up by Peter Hickles, which proved 
perfect for the job.  David even brought along one 
of his dad’s bikes, a Honda 500 four.

The first half of the evening consisted of a for-
mal talk about Mike Hailwood’s life and career, after 
which we broke up for supper, and to go outside 
to hear the Honda start up.  As far as I know there 

haven’t been any complaints from the residents of 
Great Denham and Biddenham yet, but I should 
think it could be heard for miles!  Part 2 was a Q 
and A session, and David shared many humorous 
and poignant moments about Mike from a son’s 
perspective.

At the end of the talk, David stayed late to chat to 
his dad’s old fans, and to sign any pictures and mem-
orabilia they had brought along.  The talks turned 
out to be a very interesting way to spend the win-
ter evenings, and it’s definitely something that we 
hope to repeat in the future.

Phil Randell

TALK
NIGHTS
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WELCOME BACK, COLIN!

As many of you know, Colin Measures was in a col-
lision with a car whilst leading an OMC ride-out at 
the end of August.

He was badly battered and bruised and needed sur-
gery on a broken thumb.  However, Colin has now 
recovered enough to resume his safety/confidence-
building rides and was back at the Club for the quiz 
night.

Ever the sympathetic and caring friends, we pre-
sented him with a framed cartoon depicting the 
comic side of the accident, drawn by OMC member 
Derek Bye!

Colin has now also taken on the role of Club Wel-
fare Officer and will be happy to visit and bring fruit 
or just lend a sympathetic ear to any of our mem-
bers who are unfortunate enough to be involved in a 
motorcycle accident.

Chris Randell
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Answers overleaf

2

5

11

1

3 4

7

6

9

10

8

Across
5 Who holds the 

outright TT lap 
record? (2 Words) 

6 What was the 
nickname of the 
first official UK 
speedway team, 
formed in 1928? 

8 Who made the 
Royal Star? 

10 How many times 
was Randy Mamola 
runner-up in the 
world 500cc 
championship? 

11 Who defected from 
MZ in the 1960s, 
bringing secrets of 
the most advanced 
two-stroke 
technology of the 
day? (2 Words) 

Down
1 What is the symbol of 

the Italian marque 
Cagiva? 

2 Who designed the 
Ducati 916? (2 Words) 

3 What was the first 
name of the founder 
of Honda 
motorcycles? 

4 How many wins did 
James Toseland have 
on his way to the 
2007 WSB 
championship? 

7 Where was Phil Read 
born? 

9 What was the 
nickname given to the 
 Aprilia RS3 MotoGP 
machine raced by 
Jeremy McWilliams 
and Shane Byrne? It 
was The... 



Third Annual General Knowledge Quiz

We held our ever popular General Knowledge 
Quiz on 21st November 2013 with Quizmaster 
Fireman Tom Trinder.  12 teams entered with some 
old favourite team names and some new ones – No-
hopers, Pisspots, The Winners, Germaniods, Have 
We Nearly 1 Yet, Rent a Party, Lost Souls, Nobodies, 
The Massif, The Lazy Bartenders, Diamond Geezas 
and Geoff’s Gang.  I did my best Carol Vorderman 
impression and managed to get the scoring organ-
ised.  After 8 rounds of general knowledge questions 
- including a new round of TV Theme Tunes which 
Tom played from his I Phone, we eventually got a 
winning team who were the Pisspots with 65 points, 
closely followed by The Nohopers in second place 
with 63 points.  The first prize of £20 was gener-
ously donated by the Pisspots to the Movember 
Charity and the £10 second prize was generously 
donated to the East Anglian Air Ambulance by the 
very vocal Nohopers.   The evening was great fun 
and full of banter and discussion, punctuated by 
Derek’s wonderful laugh.  The Bar Staff joined in as a 
team and did very well, despite serving drinks at the 
same time.  The evening raised £55 for charity and 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all, many thanks go to 
Tom for the Quiz, Cheryl his partner who produced 
all the quiz sheets, the bar and catering staff who 
always make our evenings enjoyable and everyone 
that took part.  Looking forward to Dickie’s fiend-
ishly difficult motorcycle quiz in the new year and 
our fourth general knowledge quiz in 2014.

Bernie Russell (AKA Carol Vorderman)
Treasurer

Crossword Answers:

Across
5. John/McGuiness
6. Aces
8. BSA
10. Four
11. Ernst/Degner

Down
1. Elephant
2. Massimo/Tamburini
3. Soichiro
4. Eight
7. Luton
9.  Cube
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Forthcoming events

1st January 2014 – Subscription  

Let’s get the painful bit out of the way; membership 
subscriptions are now due! The cost remains £15.00 
for the year which includes membership of the Oakley 
Sports and Social Club.  You will easily gain that cost back 
in discounts from our club sponsors or by purchasing 
discounted tickets for the motorcycle racing events at 
Silverstone.

See the club website http://oakleymc.net/ for member-
ship payment details.

Mid January – Stride Out!  

Give your spirits a lift and start shifting some of the 
results of all that excess at Christmas by joining us on a 
good stroll in the countryside with perhaps a little “in-
dulgence” at the end. Location and date will be weather 
dependent so look out for news on the clubs e-mailed 
newsletter.

23rd January 2014 – A talk by Max Dobb about 
Rev’it motorcycle clothing 

This is scheduled to take place at the Denham Golf 
Club at 7:30 pm.  Any cost and further details will be 
found on our club e-mailed newsletter nearer the time.

26th January – Charity Curry Night

What is not to like; lovely food at an affordable price, in 
good company with a significant contribution from Indya 
restaurant going to our “good cause” afterwards.  Precise 
details and booking information will be announced on 
the e-mailed newsletters early in the New Year.
 
6th February 2014 – AGM

Our Chairman Roger Bays will be leading proceedings 
in his usual inimitable style... There will be various awards 
presented including; “Member of the Year” for a member 
who you consider has done more than their fair share 
for the club over the last year plus of course the presti-
gious “Pillock of the Year” award which needs no expla-
nation!  The winner of the Fantasy Race Team will receive 
their prize too.   

One of the main functions of the evening will be to vote 
for your preferred committee members.  If you would 
like to stand to be a committee member of this very 

proactive club please confirm your interest by writing to 
info@oakleymc.net 

This is a great fun evening and one not to be missed; 
there will even be a free buffet on the night.  

Late February – Motorcycle Quiz Night
  
Once again our tormentor, Richard Galka, will be pok-

ing and prodding our grey cells in a forlorn effort to see 
if anyone has been paying attention at the back.  This will 
be the 7th time that Richard has set us a quiz and if it is 
half as good as the previous events it will be a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening.   Look out for an announcement for 
the precise date and details on the e-mailed newsletters.

8th March 2014 – Spring Ball

Please put this in your diary now.  Full details and book-
ing instructions to follow in the new  year.

Events that may happen...

February 2014 – Valentines 

We usually mark this occasion with some sort of an 
event so keep your eyes and ears open...

March – Launch and Test Day for the BSB cham-
pionship

This should be an opportunity to get an early look at 
the runners and riders taking part in the BSB series; a 
little taster just to whet your appetite prior to the start 
of another racing season.  If it is going to happen it will be 
in the emailed newsletters. 

Late March – Ride Free Event

Assuming that this local council run event is on again 
we will be there!  

Ride Outs

Look out for news of possible ride outs on your emailed 
newsletters; these are going to be very weather depen-
dent events during the winter months and are unlikely 
to have long lead times so if the sun looks like shining...

Note: most events will also appear on the calendar on 
the club website http://oakleymc.net/
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Chesham Insurance Brokers  
Your local Independent Broker providing solutions for the  
Motor Trade and Motorcycle Dealers in a Global Market 

 
 Does your current broker have access to a broad range of 

leading global insurers, who provide specialist Motor 
Trade and Dealer protection which is tailored just for you? 

 
 Does your current broker have the technical capabilities to 

ensure you have the right solution for your business? 
 
 Does your current broker offer a personal service? 

  If You Want A Motor Trade Broker Who Values The Importance 
Of A Partnership Based On Service, Contact Chesham.  

Call Our Specialist Team: 01234 760135  or  
Email: info@chesham-insurance.co.uk  

Chesham Insurance Brokers is a trading name of Chesham Insurance Services Limited. Registered in England and Wales. No 00857134. Registered Office 47 
Bromham Road, Bedford, Bedfordshire, MK40 2AA. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.  
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