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editor’s NOTES
“Welcome to your Summer issue of the magazine.We
have had a hectic few months with a number of charity
events and fun days for you all to enjoy while we waited
for the riding season to begin.
In this edition I hope you will enjoy some of the interesting articles that I have received.
Wishing you all a safe and enjoyable season ahead
and keep those stories coming please...”
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The 10th OMC AGM was held on 5th
February at Oakley Club with well over
100 members attending.
During the previous 12 months there had been
some resignations and retirements from the committee which led to a bit of a “cabinet reshuffle”
with Bernie Russell moving from Treasurer to Secretary, Derek Brown becoming the Treasurer and
Paul Butler becoming Vice Chair. A big thanks to
Cathy King, Steve Eaton and Chris Boddy for their
work over the last couple of years on the committee. Also a big thanks to Phil and Christine Randell
who stepped down as Vice Chair and Secretary respectively after several years.
At the AGM, we had 5 standing for the 5 vacancies, so we welcome onto the committee for 2015,
Dave Pannell, Adam Travill, Dave Sims, Colleen and
Darren Spencer. There is no change in the Chair,
founder member and current Chair Roger Bays will
remain in the hot seat for another year together
with Secretary Bernie, Treasurer Derek and Paul as
Vice Chair.
The nominations for Member of the Year Award
were Roger Mant, Dickie Galka (winner last year),
the OBF team, Adam Travill and Pete Neal. After
munching our way through the half time buffet, the
Member of the Year winner voted for by all on the
night was the OBF team which consisted of 32 people who did such a fantastic job of putting together
and running the hugely successful OBF! Other presentations were made on the night for the Fantasy
Race Team winners, presented by Marion Phillimore
who does such an excellent job of running it and
keeping everyone updated. There were some special presentations these being bouquets for the

Chair’s “Leading Ladies” Bernie Russell (Secretary),
Kirsty Eaton (Magazine and Newsletter Editor) and
Marion Phillimore (Fantasy Race Team), and a £100
food and drink voucher for the Bedford Arms PH
was presented to Christine and Phil Randell for
all their hard work over the years helping to take
OMC to the high level of excellence it has reached.
The final presentation was the Pillock of the Year
Award and yet again I wasn’t disappointed with the
entries, many of whom had no idea they were nominated which gave me a good 15 minutes of mickey
taking and causing embarrassment with the help
of power point before the winner was announced
which was Phil Randell for being photographed “going” in an unusual place at Valencia Railway Station
as he couldn’t find a toilet!
We have a busy 2015 planned with more of the
same as well as some new ideas, so watch your
newsletters and the web news page and calendar to
make sure you don’t miss out!
Looking forward to another great year
Roger “Baysie” Bays - Chair
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The curry social took place on the last
Sunday of January at Indiya Restaurant in
the Broadway, Bedford.
The format is now well established with 62 OMC
members meeting at Weatherspoons Bankers Draft
at 3 o’clock before moving on to Indiya an hour later
where OMC had sole use of the restaurant. In true
OMC style, there’s always an excuse for a bit of fancy
dress at any event and this was no exception with
several prominent members suitably attired in traditional Indian dress which was well received by the
restaurant’s management, leading to a little bartering
for the ladies but no deals were struck and everyone
went home with their partners.
While the orders were being dealt with, the obligatory quiz was, as always, hotly contested and this year
was won by John Philimore and the Misfits.
The raffle was won by Steve King, a £40 voucher
for a return meal to Indiya. He kindly donated it back
to OMC and it was auctioned at the AGM, raising a
further £38.00.
25% of the restaurant bill, the raffle money and the
voucher money brought the total raised for EAAA to

£548, bringing the amount raised from all four curry
socials to around £2400.
Our thanks go to all those who attended and to the
management and staff at Indiya Restaurant for making it a great afternoon out.
The 5th curry social will be on the 31st January
2016.
Ed - A BIG THANK YOU to Dave and Leslie Brown who
organise this event every year.
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2015 Stride Out By Derek Brown

Going for a walk is such a simple idea –
organising one several weeks in advance
during the winter is not.
I had chosen Sunday the 22nd February purely on
the grounds that it didn’t clash with any other club or
family events. The end of January and early February
had been amazingly dry so everything was looking
positive for a good walk in the countryside. Needless to say in the days leading up to the weekend the
weather broke and we had “generous” amounts of
rain fall. The weather forecasters couldn’t make up
their minds – one minute they said Sunday would be
fine the next it would be a washout.
To go or not to go? Fortunately enough people
convinced me on the Thursday beforehand that they
would turn out whatever the weather and so I stuck
to plan A. I’m glad I did because as luck would have it
the weather was particularly kind to us.
Having sweet talked the landlord beforehand I arranged for everybody to meet at the Horse and
Groom public house in Clapham. 26 adults, 4 children and 7 dogs turned out on a lovely sunny, if cool,
Sunday morning ready for an eleven o’clock start. We
set off through the grounds of St Thomas a Beckett
church then up to the top of Green Lane and on to
Carriage Drive. Clapham is not a particularly scenic
village but this area is the exception. The walk along
Carriage drive and through Clapham Park Woods is
perhaps the villages best kept secret and one that
was nearly lost to the bypass. Two of the proposed

routes would have driven a cutting through this hill
top and destroyed what little bit of rural beauty the
village has. Mercifully the powers that be chose by
far the more expensive route, the one that is now in
use and saved this little oasis.
On a bike the drop off system seems to work pretty
well. It seems to lose a little precision when walking,
or at least when I’m involved. We got rather more
strung out than I realised and the twists and turns
in the wood led to a little detour for our party with
the youngest members on the walk. Fortunately the
error was spotted in reasonable time and the stragglers were safely gathered in. No one died so that’s
fine then… We did all get rather muddy though!
The sky had been clouding up all through our walk
and as if on cue the forecast rain started to fall just
as our tail end Charlies got to the pub. The slight
hiccough in the wood had at least spread the participants out a bit so that we didn’t arrive back at the
pub en masse giving the Landlord a sporting chance
to serve drinks in a reasonable time.
The original intension had been to enjoy a hot meal
on our return to the pub but the Landlord had let
us know a few days beforehand that due to circumstances beyond his control they could not cook for
us. Fortunately the platters of sandwiches and salad
that were laid on instead proved to be a very good
substitute and were enjoyed by all. By the time food
and drink had been taken it was properly raining. I’d
call that perfect planning – you might call it luck!
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Motorcycle Enthusiasts will understand
all too well why I sometimes spend hours
on the Internet reading about bikes, accessories, and technology related to motorcycling. So after all of these ‘research
sessions’ as I like to call them, I have narrowed down my findings to a few items/
bikes I think all enthusiasts should know
exist!
The Lighting LS-218

This new visor has made it into my shortlist of stuff
you should know about, because it is something that
could benefit pretty much every rider, or at least the
ones who prefer their vision to be protected from
the sun whilst out riding. Whilst tinted visors are
great in the sun, they are near useless when the daylight is gone and you’re riding through the night. AGV
have come out with an LCD tinted lens placed inside
the face-shield, giving the rider the ability to add and
remove a tint in their visor at the touch of a button;
definitely a useful piece of kit for any rider!
The Christini AWD range

By now we have all heard that electric is coming,
and that petrol is over, which irritates motorcyclists
and petrol heads because we all think that petrol offers the best performance of all the standard fossil
fuels. BUT with a top speed of 218mph, 200hp, and
168ft lbs of torque, could this bike be the turning
point for the petrol fuel fanatics? American manufacturers Lightning Motorcycles have created the
world’s fastest production motorcycle which has
won many road racing competitions and set several
speed records, all using the power of electricity. This
Motorcycle has made it into the article purely because out of all the sub-standard electric motorcycle
companies that are trying to break through the market and convert petrol heads, none have caught my
attention like this one. For more information go to
their website www.lightingmotorcycle.com
The AGVisor LCD tinted visor:

Christini are motorcycle manufacturers who create
the only production All Wheel Drive motorcycles.
Yes. The front wheel drives as well! The AWD setup provides riders with unmatchable traction both
on-road and off-road, and Christini have put these
bikes through their paces on many world stages including the X-Games, Enduro-X event where they
proved the viability of the AWD system; also they
have claimed that they have improved lap times on
road racing motorcycles using the AWD system.
Although these AWD motorcycles will probably
never become a commonly used commuter bike or
cruiser alternative, I still think this technology should
be shared among motorcyclists because you never
know it could spark an idea in someone’s mind for a
new marvel in motorcycle design. For more information on Christini and their AWD system go to www.
christini.com
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Treasure Hunt 2015
By Josef EkkErd

We wanted a winter event for the members to participate in when the weather
turned foul. Let’s have a Treasure Hunt!! This
idea was born at least 2 years ago, all the groundwork done, but unfortunately it never got off the
ground until this year when Phil Randell stepped in
and said “Let’s do it!”
The original route was altered to suit the destination, distances and times calculated and a date set.
Trying to ensure the participants would arrive at
the hidden treasure, we worked out the clues making them interesting but not too easy …. We were
ready!
The day finally arrived and honestly, I was a bit apprehensive after all this event was in cars not motorcycles. I needn’t have worried. It did prove a bit
challenging with several entries making the wrong
turn within a mile! But they soon realised their mistake and got back on course. On my way to the secret destination, I chuckled as I was very surprised
to see Clive Homan being one of the lost culprits.
The journey time allocated was just over one hour.
That came and went and not a car in sight! causing
me some concern and I began doubting the way the
clues had been structured. I needn’t have worried,
eventually after almost an hour and a half the first
car turned up and then the next and soon the majority had made their way to the treasure….. Some
however got hopelessly lost – no names mentioned

(they’re still engaged to be married this year!) but
80 miles in just over 2 hours is some going and hats
off to their determination. The last car in took just
over 2 hours but I guess they were out for a leisurely
drive! I must mention though that not a single emergency “Get me out of here” map was opened. A pat
on the back to all the participants and well done …..
So to the treasure and the secret venue – thanks to
Geoff Prentice, an OMC member, and his wife Helen
who very kindly offered the use of their barn which
was nicely warmed by the log burner creating a cosy
feel to the place. Christine Randell provided a delicious “spud and curry” meal - a big thank you for all
her time and effort preparing and cooking for close
on 50 people, organising the tables and cutlery.

After a hearty meal and drink, the winners were announced. Third place went to Mrs Prentice and Mrs
Ekkerd, it must be said that this devious twosome
stopped and googled the answers and did have some
outside help. The buggers !! In second place were
Diane and Dickie Galka and Derek and Jackie Brown
and the winners were (drum roll) Steve and Allison
Emery with Dave and Chris Lewis. First place was
decided by time and distance as both the top entries
had the same score. Congratulations for finding the
treasure … a £20.00 note which they kindly donated
back to our nominated charity the EAAA.
All in all a successful day, enjoyed by everyone.
Thank you to all those that participated and a big
thank you to Phil Randell and the team for all their
efforts.
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A thank you...
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Another Good Deed...

Four members from OMC attended
Kempston Rural Lower School on Monday
2nd March to assist 48 year one children
(4/5 year olds) with their project on various forms of transport.
The children were split into groups to view and sit
on the bikes with the help of the respective riders to
answer any questions they had.
The session finished with Phil doing a not very
good example of slow riding around the playground.
Special thanks to Roger Mant, Steve Eaton, Michael
Crow, Phil and Chris Randell for their time.
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OnCe a BikeR, alway
s a Biker

No matter what

I don’t know what it is about motorbikes
and engines, but they keep you coming
back for more, no matter in what form, the
sound, the smell, the exhilaration of riding,
the wind through your hair (or not).
There’s just something special about bikes, but maybe
just as important are bikers themselves – the salt of
the earth!
My Dad is a mechanic, he built bikes and raced motocross in his early days, our family holidays were to the
IOM TT and the Scottish Six Day Trial, we spent our
childhood visiting events at Olivers Mount road racing
circuit, Croft Rallycross, Lombard RAC, Middlesbrough
Tigers Speedway, Silverstone F1, Thirsk grasstrack and
much more.
I remember my first bike, a Puch 50 when I was 5,
flying round the local field and Dad catching me when
I came to a stop, as I couldn’t even touch the pegs. A
fantastic ground school when I eventually took to Motorcycle Trials and competed for over 10years.
But on 25th Feb 2000 that landscaped changed for
me when I broke my back in a Skiing accident, paralysed
from the chest down and faced life in a wheelchair.The
Doctor came in the following morning to break the
news, ‘you’ll never walk again’, but honestly I was more
interested would I still be able to ride a motorbike?
So much has happened since that fateful day and although there’s been some difficult times, believe it or

se
By Sean Ro

not it’s been a magnificent journey to be able to tick off
so many things on the bucket list I started the day after
my accident! It was an honour to represent GB in Water Skiing and become World Champion, then compete
at two Winter Paralympics in Alpine Skiing and also
take Britain’s first ever World Cup Gold medal. But just
as important was the first day on my Can-Am Spyder,
that feeling of independence, freedom and speed came
flooding back. I’d missed it so much, I couldn’t get rid of
this ear to ear smug grin and was overwhelmed to be
back on the roads again.
Since 2000, I’d looked at trikes and bikes with fold up
stands but nothing really caught my eye till the Spyder
came out in 2007 and although it took a while to save up
it was worth every penny. The performance was stunning, the handling better than I ever could have imagined
with three wheels and lets not forgot the sound of the
Rotax 990 VTwin engine (with a Two Brothers Exhaust)
– I was in heaven.
To suit my needs the Spyder came with an optional
Semi-Automatic paddle shift gearbox on the handlebars which worked perfect, you didn’t even need to roll
off the throttle to change up or blip to down change,
it did it all for you with no lag and especially cool the
Auto was quicker than the manual – result! James at
Tallington 158 knew someone at Silverstone that did
custom work on classic racing cars and agreed to convert the foot brake to a lever on the bars that braked
all three wheels. Dan from Draft Wheelchairs in Godmanchester and myself worked on a rack system to sit
my wheelchair on the back and the wheels pushed into
axle sleeves on the side to keep everything neat and
tidy. With a bit of planning, support from some great
people, all of a sudden my dream had become a reality.
That ability to just go in the garage, throw your leg over,
be fully independent and head off was incredible!
But like many in the club I’m sure, there’s always bits
you can tinker with and wasn’t long before I needed
more! The suspension was upgraded to Elka race
shocks which made a huge difference and instead of
the wallow in the corners and oscillation over bumps,
it soaked them up and improved the handling no end.
Then the biggest difference came from a simple aftermarket sway bar which stiffened up the front end and
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now cornered like a Go-Cart! The job was complete
– for now….?
A little later on I still had an itch to be back on two
wheels and got involved with an x-Teammate of mine,
Talan who set up a trust in 2011 called ‘The Bike Experience’, which eventually became a charity in 2012 and it’s
role was to re-introduce people with a Disability back
into motorcycling.The Bike Experience organised taster
days at Castle Combe, RAF Odiham, Snetterton and
now Silverstone, starting with an old SV650 and a K6
GSXR600, the only bike adaption was a Kliktronic push
button gear changer system on the bars.
It was a fairly simple arrangement, we’d get assisted
onto the bike whilst on its paddock stand, put Velcro on
our boots and the pegs and place our toes into some
push bike stirrups to stop them from falling off. Someone would stand front and back, rock us off the stand
and when in gear the person at the front would move
and we’d drop the clutch and set off, which was all pretty
straightforward.After some slow handling practise round

cones and safety bits first, we headed out onto the track
following an Instructor for a number of laps to familiarise
and then let loose to rag the ass of it! What a buzz…..
I couldn’t get enough and did track days at Castle
Combe and 2 days at Snetterton 300 which was insane
to move up into Inters onTalans new SV and be middle of
the field - until I lost the front end going way too fast into
the tight right out of Nelson and threw it down the road.
‘Sorry mate, but I tested the theory that we do come
away from the bike and the marshalls quickly realised
who I was as my legs cartwheeled and flailed about as I
slid onto the grass.!’
The next question I ask myself is, do I need a track bike?
My mate Talan continues the charity, which has developed with newer machines and sponsors coming onboard to enable more people to experience the thrill of
being back on a bike. He’s also got an ACU license and
races his SV650 in the Mini-twin series, as well as a few
endurance races on an Aprilia RSV with other Disabled
riders and more recently Jerez practising on a new BMW
HP4.There’s plenty of other people with a Disability out
there, mixing it up with different bikes on and off road and
still loving the pure bliss that comes with Motorcycling!
So to me it comes as no surprise why I’m back riding
again. It’s a fix for nearly everything. If you’re feeling down,
get on yer bike, if you’re stressed, get on yer bike, if you
want to grin like a Cheshire cat, get on yer bike, if you
want to socialise, get on yer bike. It’s great to be part of
such a warm and friendly Club – cheers OMCC.
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Simon Weir Talk
By DAVE SIMS

After last years success of a talk by Simon Wier of Ride Magazine we decided
to ask him to come over and do another
for us.
It’s always hard for Simon to commit to an evening because of his media work but after agreeing a
second date we got it sorted and eventually sold 54
tickets which covers the hire of the room and a small
buffet. Simon very kindly doesn’t charge for his time
or expenses.
The talk this time round was on bike testing and
although this is a tough subject to make interesting
Simon did well to open our eyes to what is involved
- a lot more than you may think and not a big “jolly”
as many thought!
After the interval a Q and A was held that could
have gone on a lot longer if time wasn’t against us.
It proved to be good evening that was well attended and enjoyed by Simon and the audience
If you would like to hear Simon talk on a certain aspect of the motorcycling or the media world please
let me know and I’ll see if it can be arranged.
Thank you to everyone who supported the evening
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A Classic Case of

Motorcycle Crime
Dr Ken GERMAN
Crime of some sort has of course been around
for as long as history is recorded. The motor vehicle
however has only been with us in one form or another since the late 19th century.
In 1891 several police forces in the United Kingdom, already 60 years in existence were aware of the
disquiet caused by these ‘new fangled’ horseless carriages and over responding to local pressures from
a frightened public (not to mention the horses), they
attempted to ban them from what could arguably
be called roads. The ‘contraption’ owners however,
who could list amongst them Lords, judges, wealthy
industrialists and landowners, not to mention a few
Chief Constables, were thankfully able to influence
the Highways Act of 1895, which allowed them to
keep and use there vehicles, providing a 14 miles per
hour speed restriction was observed.
In 1896 a French Aristocrats car was stolen in Paris
raising questions in the French Parliament whilst in St
Louis in America it wasn’t until 1905 that their first
theft was recorded.
Both cars and bikes, now fitted with pneumatic
tyres were also released from the red flag requirement imposed on it since 1865. By 1904 the speed
limit had been increased from 12 mph to 20 mph
for both the 17’000 bikes & cars now registered for
the road.
The Automobile club had been formed in1897 and
the 1903 Motor Car Act required vehicle owners
to register their cars and motorcycles with the local council for twenty shillings (£1) and also obtain
a licence from a post office for five shillings (25p).
An increase in reported vehicle crime as such was
limited to abusers of the new speed limit, usually the
‘offspring’ of the vehicle owners.These privileged few
were no doubt trying to emulate the drivers in the
Gordon Bennett races (the Formula 1 stars of that
period) who were exceeding 40 miles per hour on
their journey from one capital city to another.
The ‘borrowing’ of cars and motorcycles however,
with or without permission for “joyous purposes”, as
one Kent magistrate suggested, “was inappropriate,

foolhardy and worrying for the owner”. TWOCing
(Taking Without the Consent of the Owner) or Joy
riding began in 1903. The offence is 113 years old!
By 1904 nearly 8’000 owners in the UK had sought
registration for their vehicles. In Cheshire, just three
years after compulsory registration, a new BAT machine had been ‘borrowed’ from the collection of
vehicles owned by an eminent local surgeon.The culprit, a young relative, had challenged his fellow students to a race, but had damaged his own P&M bike
beyond repair.The registration plates (one letter and
one number) from the students’ bike were placed
onto the ‘borrowed’ machine and the race was run.
The student won the race but was indiscreet and the
owner took him to court. The magistrate, a horse
owner, likened the offence to the ‘Ringing’ of a horse
and imposed a fine of 7 shillings. (Ringing; substituting one racehorse for another). The term ‘Ringer’
had moved from four legs to two/four wheels and
it is a word that still blights the automobile world
to this day.
In 1907, Automobile Association (formed in 1905)
ordered their patrol motor cyclists to warn motorists of oncoming police speed traps. In Reigate, an
over enthusiastic AA rider waved down a speeding
machine to inform the driver of a speed trap ahead.
The alleged (printable) reply was similar to “I know
mate, I am the Police!” Not quite an attempt to pervert the cause of Justice but interesting all the same.
Another disastrous attempt to catch speeding riders occurred near Oxford when a photographer was
summoned by the police to photograph the speeding
vehicles complete with registration plate. One rider,
startled by the flash, lost control, veered off the road
and demolished the camera, covertly hidden behind
a bush. The photographer, who I am pleased to say
escaped injury, might well have been involved in the
very first speed camera.
Stolen or borrowed vehicles had not been publicly
declared a problem in 1914. Some car manufacturers like Scripps-Booth however had started to fit key
operated locks to their door and ignition systems.
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By 1914, certain garages were using mechanical
pumps to distribute petrol previously sold in cans,
the new pumps allowed this ‘expensive’ fuel to be
sent directly from the pump to the vehicles tank. In
Lancashire, vehicles entering a certain garage triggered a bell by driving over a mechanical warning
cable. The proprietor, probably thinking that he had
not had a customer for a while, found his severed
cable hanging over a lamp standard in his forecourt
and 5 gallons of fuel had been taken. Not the first
theft of petrol I am sure, but an early example of a
‘drive off’ without paying certainly.
In 1918, the First World War had ended and the total number of vehicles reported stolen to the Police
in the UK was surprisingly less than 1179 with London receiving just 211 vehicle crime related reports.
Up to then and certainly in the ‘sticks’, it was quite
common to notify the Chief Constable or his deputy
personally of any vehicle theft and it was quite normal for the police to have details printed onto posters which would be displayed in prominent places
in the surrounding area. This presupposes that most
vehicle owners at that time were still fairly wealthy
and therefore deserved the best treatment and advice the police could offer. The cheapest car models available at this time were around £175, a whole
two year’s wages to the average person. Motorcycles
were a lot cheaper however and much more affordable to the working man. A November 1919 edition
of ‘The Motor Cycle’ showed 136 models listed for
sale, 27 of which used JAP engines some at a cost of
between £25 & £40.
The 1920 UK Road Act required all 475’000 owners (288’000 motorcycles & 187’000 cars) to register their vehicles at the time of licensing, each one
being issued with its own individual number. There
were at this time quite a few old and well used ex
First World War machines being made available to
the public, albeit still at a price that many could not
afford. In an auction sale in Dalston, London bikes
were sold for as little as £4 each and a quantity of 30
‘mixed motorcycles’ were purchased by a Mr Wellesley for just £35. He could well have been the first
registered second hand bike & spares dealer in the
UK. Three armed carriers and a sidecar outfit were
also purchased by a gentleman from Waterloo who
used them for collecting people from the railway station and taking them sightseeing around London. He

was not registered as an official private taxi driver
but could well be responsible for starting the first
mini cab business. Any passenger ‘bilking’ this owner
would I assume be in for a big surprise as the vehicles
were yet to be de commissioned!
Typical of that period, much of the vehicle theft
was opportunist and people simply borrowed motor
cycles and cars to see how they worked, or perhaps
used them to get home from a night out. One recently demobbed Captain living in Bedford got fed up
when his Velocette was taken from outside his home.
He always removed most of the fuel from the tank
before leaving it (lot of petrol theft reported at that
time!) and on this occasion was fortunate to have
found the machine by himself parked less than a mile
away. He recovered it and not willing to be a victim a
second time he attached a flare grenade to the machine and connected the pin via string to the railings
outside his house. The wind unfortunately blew the
bike over in the night and the explosion rendered
the bike and his motorcar parked nearby useless. He
was forced to pay for the damage to the windows in
the neighbouring property, the railings and the shrubbery. He may well however have invented the first
alarm and immobiliser.
In 1921 the first growing signs of car crime were
appearing. The Commissioner of the Metropolitan
Police reported the following:
“Amongst other crimes, larcenies of motor vehicles
have been frequent. These, again, are in a large measure due to the carelessness of owner’s”. With no
ignition locks, alarms, immobilisers it is difficult to understand how a driver could be careless. It is known
that in this the first serious mention of vehicle theft
by a senior police officer, several well known persons
had earlier reported their vehicles stolen clearly using the publicity to their advantage. Several were in
reality just misplaced due to the owner’s alcoholic
amnesia.
In those days, vehicle insurance existed but was not
readily available or indeed considered by the majority of owners. By 1924 496,000 motorcycles and
474,000 cars were registered for the road. When a
Mr Swaby of Dorset found his Rudge Multi missing,
all of his estate workers and those from neighbouring farms went looking for it. Together with the local
constabulary, led by its superintendent, it must have
been an impressive scene, likened only to that of a
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murder hunt or a film set.With little petrol in the tank,
the culprit, an army deserter however was soon caught.
Just as well, Mr Swaby’s insurance, a staggering 6 shillings
per month covered nothing outside the curtilage of his
estate.
In 1926 1.7 million vehicles were registered for the
roads in the UK. Believe it or not, in 1928 the then Minister of transport passed an order making it illegal for
drivers & riders in London to lock their cars, vans & bikes
when parked in public places.We can’t establish for sure
the ministers mind set at this somewhat unusual law, but
enquiries from ancient memory suggest that London was
simply grid locked with vehicles and horses preventing
the capitals business men (and I assume M.P’ s) getting
to their places of work. One assumes that if the vehicles
were left unlocked, then the police could move them
around easily should they become an obstruction.When
thefts of and from these unlocked vehicles, bordered on
full blown looting, an early end to this regulation was
agreed. Fingers were pointed at several organised London gangs who now operated in London and the Home
Counties and rumours were they had taken control of
the theft and disposal of these stolen vehicles. Organised
vehicle crime had arrived.
In 1929, in central London, a failed robbery at a jewellers shop forced the villains to flee. They pulled a rider
from his machine, which happened to be stationary at
some traffic lights (invented 2 years earlier) and when
he bravely fought back, a gun was pointed at him. He
fled the scene but not before he had ‘locked’ the brake.
This might be the first manufacturers or after market
anti theft device ever (we are not sure) and it would be
over 30 years before anything like it was made generally
available to the public. The two villains incidentally were
eventually overpowered by passing draymen. The judge
at the inner London assizes, prior to sentencing the pair,
had read about the recent Valentine’s Day massacre in
America and the ‘Hijacking’ of illegal liquor. He said “The
offences, including the attempt to commandeer, expropriate, indeed hijack this machine with a gun, would be
punished to the maximum extent that the law will allow”
This could well have been the first time ever a vehicle had
reportedly been hijacked.
By 1930 there were 1.56 million cars to 724,000 motorcycles on the UK roads and with over 7000 road
deaths reported, third party insurance was at last made
compulsory.
In 1932 the bazaar London Traffic (Parking Places)

Regulations of 1928 were completely withdrawn and car
drivers were now encouraged to lock their vehicles.
Also car & motorcycle manufacturers were now encouraged to design a standard device to prevent their
vehicles from being stolen.
The door lock had arrived for cars and crime prevention advice given to motorcycle riders to use a padlock
and chain when leaving their machines.
1934 was the year that the police decided to record
theft statistics.
The vehicles on our roads then amounted to 1.5 million
(560’000 motorcycles) yet only 1303 incidents of theft
were reported.
By 1939 at the outbreak of war there were nearly 2
million although many of these were ultimately either
commandeered for war work or laid up for the duration.
With petrol heavily rationed (200 miles per vehicle per
month) the ‘Black Market’ was working overtime. Motorcycles were very much in demand (more MPG).
Music hall comedians joked that a motor cycle may run
dry, but you could still buy a gallon of petrol somewhere
in the Fulham Road for a ten bob note.
In 1941 the war, petrol rationing, and a restriction on
vehicle movements saw only 1 million vehicles of any sort
on our roads, half of that two years earlier.
This would all change however when the Second
World War ended bringing with it the most bazaar collection of surplus vehicles ever seen to these shores and
affordable motoring for all.
1946 saw a staggering rise in theft in the UK to 5171
The potential profits had been scrutinised by the organised criminal gangs and vehicle crime was in its ascendance.
Vehicle crime peaked in the UK in 1993 when 592’660
vehicles were reported stolen including 115’000 motorcycles.
Today less than 90’000 vehicle s are stolen annually including 22’500 motorcycles and scooters.
Dr Ken German is a retired police officer and ran Metropolitan Police stolen vehicle squad at NSY before retiring. He
has a BA and a PhD in law and belongs to the Home Office
vehicle crime reduction group and is an advisor to the Motorcycle Industry.
He is a past winner of the MCN ‘Motorcyclist of the year’
trophy.
He has raced in the Isle of Man and on the continent on
Gold Star, Manx Norton and AJS 7R machines and still rides a
Yamaha and an old OEC machine.
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Wales Off road trip

It is that time of the year when OMC goes
to Wales for a bit of fun in the dirt.
We have been to Yamaha Off Road School, Dave
Thorpe Honda Off Road Experience and this year we
decided to do some proper green laning with Steve
Askin at Trail Riding UK.
Steve was a member of the armed forces and did his
bit riding bikes in Iraq. He is also mates with James Berrill who is a brilliant rider and wins most of the races he
enters. James would be joining us on the day out. Getting a few members to commit to the day took some
convincing and in the end I had to ask a few mates to
come along to make up the numbers. Ian and I decided
to ride to Welshpool on the Friday whilst Ollie and Ben
took the car. We had a brilliant ride over and took the
time to wing in without a set route. Dinner was at the
pub nearby and what a lovely place it is. The landlord
made us feel right at home and the food was first class,
in the same breath it should be added that it needed to
fill a hole, we were ravenous.
Steve has a flat above the garage which he uses for his
guests and the comfy beds had us soon drift off to sleep
was it not for the snoring that could be heard from Ian’s
direction. Next day Steve served us a hearty breakfast
and made introductions to Rob, Tim, James and Steve
who would be joining us for the day. First stop was
for fuel but soon we made our way to the first of the
lanes and a water crossing. Ben stalled it in the middle
of the crossing and I not wanting to lose momentum
ploughed through on the deep end to come to a stop
on the bank opposite. Completely soaked I was and a
good thing for carrying a bit of speed or the bike would
have drowned. The rest of the day continued without
incident sort of. A bit of slipping and sliding in a rut for
not obeying the rule of the rut, never change ruts. Ben
had a wee faceplant in a hedge when his motorcycle
control failed him. He jumped on the KTM 400ECX
first thing in the morning and would later swap with
me for the 250EXC. Ollie had such a good time; he
and Rob would see who could wheelie the furthest.You
could hear him catching up with the group ‘cause the
throttle was either fully open or closed. He’s a good
rider but you couldn’t stay to close behind him or be
showered in pebbles and dust. Made you smile that
did. We made our way through a beautiful part of mid
Wales to end up at a smart little pub, The Grouse Inn
in place called Carrog. From here you enjoy spectacular
views over the River Dee, the A5 past it and the Berwyn

Mountain range through which we would return. The
morning pretty much set the pace for the afternoon
but a mishap by Steve Nash saw him injure his knee as
he dabbed through fast a turn covered by mud on the
outside. That caused him a lot of pain but he bit down
and we continued.A bit further on and the lanes turned
rocky with a few big and sharp rocks strewn across the
path. Here I had the first of 2 punctures. Lend a helping
hand to Steve and we were soon going only for Ian to
suffer a rear puncture further on. Steve and James had
changed numerous tyres in the middle of nowhere and
shared their expertise with a novices like us. Hats off
the Ian as he was not used to the off road thing but
thoroughly enjoyed the trails. It must also be said that
Steve knew the area very well and picked lanes that
most of us could easily cope with. Nothing too taxing.
With the second puncture repaired, we were delayed
and needed to press on. Soon after I had the second
puncture, with Steve not wanting to delay any more
swapped me for his bike. This is where I had my first
introduction to a Rekluse clutch and what a lovely thing
it is. Basically it uncouples the engine from the gearbox
when the bike idles and engages as soon as throttle is
applied. There is two distinct advantages to this, 1 you
never stall the bike when in gear and 2 it makes for a
smoother and more controlled pull away but you do
loose the engine braking a big four stroke single provides. Pressed for time a direct route back home was
selected and we made hay to get there. Dusty, tired and
satisfied after a long day out. Steve and Rob set to do
the usual wash and clean of the bikes while we jumped
in the shower for a refreshing clean. Ollie and Ben soon
departed leaving Ian and me to catch up on the bikes.
Big thanks to Steve for the day out and those that
joined me to make it very much enjoyable. The yearly
day out doing off road activities is a highlight and should
be enjoyed by everyone. It is definitely something to do
again next year. Article by Josef Ekkerd.
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Many years ago I had the opportunity to
visit the Triumph factory in Hinkley and
to be honest I was seriously impressed, so
when I heard that BMW did factory tours
it was always going to happen.
The planning for this trip was far from easy due to
the fact that the factory was in Berlin and we had to
fix a date to suit all those interested, on the days that
BMW could also do the tour. However, the date was
fixed for Friday, 20th March and we quickly allocated
all 25 places allowed on the tour. I then thought that
as Berlin is such a beautiful city with lots of points
of interest and friendly people, it would be good to
invite wives and partners along too, so we ended up
with a total of 35 on the trip. Most of the group
stayed in the Scandic Hotel which I can highly recommend if you ever visit Berlin (and no, I’m not on
a back hander), with the remainder staying close by.
I think I speak for all who went on the factory
visit when I say it met our expectations with their
excellent hospitality and the tour being extremely
interesting and informative. The factory was probably not as modern as I imagined it would be but still
incredibly efficient and productive. I think the thing
that most impressed me was the amount of quality
control that’s carried out in the process of building
a motorcycle.
We had a few small hitches: Josef booked his overnight stay at Stansted for February and not March; I
booked my ‘meet and greet’ for the 18th and won-

dered why they had no record of me on the 19th;
and when planning our transport arrangements to
return to the airport Darren and Mick thought it
would be a good plan to catch a taxl in preference
to a train. However, when working the numbers out
on the Saturday (not a good time when your threeparts pissed) they booked the taxis’ for 20 people (2
eight-seaters and a four-seater) which was good until the morning came and all three taxis disappeared
fully loaded but without me and Chris, which was
exceptionally amusing for all except us, who had to
pay 40 euro instead of the sharing price. Moral of the
story being: don’t drink too much the night before
you travel, plus get up earlier and leave someone else
stranded!
Thanks to everyone who came along and made it
such an enjoyable weekend.
- Article by Phil Randell

OAKLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB MAGAZINE | SUMMER EDITION 2015

24

A chuckle...

DRIVING: another true story

Waiting in a lay by ready to catch speeding drivers, a
Police Officer sees a car puttering along the A22 at well
under the 30 mile per hour limit.
Says he to himself: “This driver is just as dangerous as
a speeder!” So he turns on his twos and blues and pulls
the driver over.
Approaching the car, he notices that there are five old
ladies, two in the front seats and three in the back...wide
eyed and white as ghosts.
The driver, obviously confused, says to him “Officer, I
don’t understand, I was doing exactly the speed limit!
What seems to be the problem?”
“Ma’am,” the officer replies,“you weren’t speeding, but
you should know that driving slower than the speed
limit can also be a danger to other drivers.”
“Slower than the speed limit? No sir, I was doing the
speed limit exactly, twenty-two miles an hour!” ......the
old woman says a bit proudly.
The Police officer, trying to contain a chuckle explains
to her that A22 is the road number, not the speed limit.
A bit embarrassed, the woman grins and thanks the
officer for pointing out her error.
“But before I let you go, Ma’am, I have to ask, is everyone in this car OK? These women seem awfully shaken,
and they haven’t made a sound this whole time,” the
officer asks.
“Oh, they’ll be all right in a minute officer. We’ve just
come off the A120.”
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Driving / Riding in Sicily
By Nick Ward

A few notes to help those OMC members
who might like to hire a car or bike and
drive the Sicilian way!
First of all you have to remember that all male drivers
have only one arm to drive with. The spare left arm is
either limply hanging out of the offside window or on
the obligatory mobile phone or both, something one
gets used to very quickly and we nicknamed them “one
armed bandits”.
Next it must be understood that solid white lines in
the middle of the road, either single or double have
been carefully painted on the surface to indicate that
overtaking is not only permitted but an essential part
of Sicilian driving, made even better if other vehicles are
approaching or they are on a bend or there are just
multiple junctions in the immediate vicinity.
This is also where the art of polishing your opponent’s
rear bumper has been practised to the nth degree because patience has been thrown out of the window
with the limp arm! If you dare stop for a moment longer than the time to start an F1 race, then you will be
serenaded by a cacophony of loud horns, until you burn
rubber and move off.
Most of the above refer to driving in the wonderful
countryside. Wait until you get into the towns and cities. The fun really starts here as basically anything goes!
Don’t ever assume you have the right of way – you
haven’t! Whatever the situation the Sicilian will know
that you have made a great effort to home your driving/riding skills to a high level, the problem is that this
will not satisfy the Sicilian Kamikaze Pilot who will think
nothing of barging across you at junctions or pulling out
in front of you from the left or the right and then would
you believe it, stopping to have a conversation with a
friend on the street. Be patient, the necessary information will take no longer than 3 to 4 minutes to impart, if
you are lucky. Be advised the sound of your horn will be
lost in the orchestral rendition of the other locals. All to
no avail I can assure you.
For those who might risk taking to two wheels in
Sicily, whether motorised or not, beware! If the locals
don’t get you the road surface will! You can be riding
quite happily taking in some wonderful bends on a good

surface and then without warning half the road has sunk
2 feet vertically right in the middle of your carriageway!
No matter, there is possibly only a 500 foot drop to
the bottom!
In towns the weave is an essential manoeuvre on two
wheels together with the ability to re-adjust others
wing mirrors in an instant - no apology required! Don’t
be surprised to receive a text message from young
scooter riders that are on the move. They have been
specifically trained in the art.
Just a quick point whilst I think of it. We witnessed a
vehicle fire! The unfortunate owner of a A Class Mercedes watched in horror as his beloved set of wheels
belched smoke from every orifice in a town that obviously did not have its own fire service. Sheer panic
set in with the locals, with a considerable amount of
loud shouting and gesticulating of the arms (both this
time), before they set to and re-laid buckets of water,
throwing them under the Merc, which by then they had
managed to be half jack up.
Still the smoke poured from the car with no sign of
the fire service! After about 20 minutes with no sign of
improvement we went to have lunch. We met the fire
service just outside the town about 40 minutes later.
The moral of the story, try not to have a vehicle fire
in Sicily unless you are parked outside the fire station!
Back in “Blighty” now totally unscathed, but only just!
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Easter Egg Run 2015
By Paul Butler

The Easter Egg run has been a long
standing charity event for all members
and their families to get involved with.
This year the duty fell on me to organise the Easter Egg run for OMC together
with all the organisers for each home and
the groups of bikes.
The response as usual, was overwhelming, with
over 50 bikes turning up for the outing. We visited
the same 5 homes we have been visiting for the
past few years who do look upon our support with
open arms and smiles. Phil Randell took his group
to The Brookside Centre who specialise in care
for residents suffering from Learning disabilities and
in particular Parkinson’s disease and Strokes. Terry
Harris lead a group to Lomack House in Kempston
where the care is specialised in learning and physical disabilities. Steve Eaton lead a group to Agate
House, a Leonard Cheshire residential home for
physical disabilities on behalf of Keith and Bernice
Russell (as Keith could not ride this year). Colin
Measures took his group to Lovell Homes in our
local village Oakley and finally my group visited the
residential home of Sue Ryder, Stagenoe (Whitwell)
who specialise in respite care for the mentally and
physically disabled.
The appreciation of the residents as a group of 1015 bikes pull up outside is so humbling. For many of
the residents it is a delight and for some, memories
of times past. The bikes are always of interest, looking, sitting and even listening to the bikes rev. Of
course the riders were treated to a variety of Hot
Cross buns, bacon butties and hot drinks (depending on which home you visited).
The donation of Easter Eggs was once again overwhelming … collectively we needed around 150

varieties of chocolate, sweets and small toys - we
had over 230 generously donated by you, our members and supporters of OMC. The remainder of
the donation, around 85 Eggs, were passed to Jane
Olney for the Mulberry Court Care Home in Luton
and were very gratefully received.
“Please pass on my thanks to all those at Oakley
Motorcycle club, on behalf of the residents here at
Mulberry Court, for their very kind donation.”
I would like to thank all our leaders and of course
the TECs (Nick Ward, Pete Lane, Darren Spencer,
Andy Olny) for their time and effort into organising
their rides and making it fun for all concerned. I
heard a rumour that Kirtsy Eaton has started Zulu
lessons at Agate House after teaching a resident
how to say “SaLaGushLi” which I understand means
“Stay Well” in Zulu. She, in turn, has promised to
learn “Thai” before her next visit.
The whole day went without a hitch and with the
postponement of the afternoons football back at
the club house we could all tuck into a nice buffet
lunch laid on for us upon our return.
Thanks to everybody for your help, assistance, donation and transport of eggs (Steve Emery, Dawn
Harris and Bernice Russell).
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Rushden Cavalcade
birthday while we were there on the Monday, and
was delighted when all his children and grandchildren
arrived to enjoy the show and spend the day with
him. Alison came up trumps with champagne and a
fantastic fruit cake, which rounded a great weekend
off brilliantly.
Thank you to all those who put up/took down the
stand, mowed the grass, rode through torrential rain
to bring bikes, cooked food, and everything else involved in taking a club stand to an event. Most of
all, thank you for your time and company; we really
enjoyed the weekend.
Chris Randell

Phil and I decided to take the OMC stand
to the Rushden Cavalcade this year, and
camp there for the weekend.
Phil asked members local to Rushden to help to set
the marquee up, mow the grass and bring their bikes
along to display. The English Bank Holiday weather
didn’t let us down – we had four seasons in a day
(mainly winter and rainy season) but, true to form,
our members turned up to support us and make the
weekend a sociable and enjoyable one.
There were around eighty beers on sale in the
beer tent and live music throughout the weekend.
We did our bit and sampled a few, despite the temperature being around -2ºC in there. The organisers
had put on a fantastic Cavalcade, with loads to see
and do. There were huge steam engines, tiny bubble
cars, stalls and food stands and I even found a hat for
an upcoming wedding, which I wasn’t expecting at a
steam rally. Needless to say, everything I do Phil has
to do, so he found one as well.
Steve and Alison Emery stayed over the weekend
to help too (brave souls), and Steve took on the
daunting task of feeding OMC’s members bacon rolls,
hotdogs and burgers throughout all three days. Alison and I took a break from the arduous task of beer
sampling to chop a few onions for him on a couple
of occasions.
Long-term member Mick Swift, celebrated his 60th
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