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“I would like to take this opportunity to thank every-
one who has contributed to this “Special Anniversary 
Edition” - especially Robbie Bays for his patience and 
hard work putting it all together, and to Keith Russell 
who kindly provided all the archive material (he has a 
copy of every magazine ever issued!) 
 A very big thank you also to all our sponsors and 

members, their contributions and support are greatly 
appreciated.  Producing the magazine is not an easy 
task and without the pictures and articles provided 
from our members, it would not happen!
2015 was a special year for Oakley Motorcycle Club 

being it’s 10th year.  I hope you will enjoy this edition, a 
ride down memory lane for many of you”
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Well if you didn’t know, read on …….
Having moved out from Bedford into the village 

of Oakley in April 1986 to make the most of the 
Schooling, the day after moving into our new house, 
I became a member of Oakley Sports & Social Club 
and have been a member ever since.
Oakley Club has been through some very difficult 

times financially particularly back in the late 90’s 
when the Club was down to its last few hundred 
pounds in the Bank following an adventurous building 
project that cost a lot of money to launch and then 
failed disastrously when it went for planning approval 
leaving the club out of pocket by several thousands. 
The club managed to rally for a few years but never 
made much financial headway.
Having become a “Born again” back in 2001 with a 

1998 Honda CBR600, I began going out on a couple 
of ride outs with the Beds Police Motorcycle Club 
which I thoroughly enjoyed but wanted a bit more 
and came up with the idea of looking to start a mo-
torcycle “section” within Oakley Club that would 
perhaps meet once a month on a Thursday night as 
that was the night of the week when Oakley Club 
was so quiet the bar used to take as little as £60! 
My view was to try and enjoy myself and help the 
club out along the way. So I had a chat with some 
of the guys I worked with that had bikes and put a 
letter into the Oakley Parish newsletter advertising 
a meeting and my ideas, scheduled for Thursday 27th 
January 2005.
That day came along, it was a cold damp Thursday 

evening and I thought that if I got 5 or 6 people turn 
up, then it would be a result.  However, much to my 
amazement, word had got around locally and we 
had 18 people turn up for the first ever meeting! 
The plan was now changing, gone were the ideas of 
a “section” within Oakley Club, now we were talking 
“Oakley Motorcycle Club”. Many ideas were banded 
about and come the end of the evening I was voted 

as Chair, Ann Bishop took the Secretary role and 
Dykes John stepped up for the Treasurer. The com-
mittee being Clive Hennessey, Ali McCutcheon, Dean 
McFarlane and Colin Measures, who like me, is still in 
position to this day. Many of the original 18 are still 
members, 10 years later!!
We started meeting every Thursday fortnight which 

quickly changed to weekly and there was me thinking 
of 40 perhaps 50 members maximum, by the end of 
our first year we had over 90 members!
2006 started fantastically, I had numerous local 

Oakley Businesses come on board for a small ad-
vert with Beds on Sunday and we knocked together 
a colour double page spread advertising OMC using 
my eldest Daughter Lynsey and her friend Saman-
tha to pose in revealing OMC ladies tops, a montage 
of images from the OMC stand at the 2005 Oakley 
carnival, some text from me and 25 odd business 
card size adverts made a lovely looking double page 
advert which initially was just for the North Beds 
edition. However, BoS were short on adverts for Mid 
Beds so used ours at no extra cost! A right old result. 
We even made £50 profit on the spread and by the 
end of 2006 had a membership now of just over 200.
Motorcycle News even took on the images of Lyn-

sey and Sam later that summer under their Club sec-
tion referring to them as “OMC Hotties” that drew 
a few more bikers down! I am the first to admit that I 
may have “whored” my Daughter out for the greater 
glory of OMC. Ha Ha.
The rest, most people will pretty much know about. 

How quick 10 years have gone! In that time we have 
had some great members, great cat suit ladies, great 
ideas, great magazine, great events and great fun, let’s 
keep bringing it on!
So, since my original idea began, Oakley Club is now 

financially secure, breaking all records on takings and 
membership and now looking at extending the club-
house with new outbuildings which will benefit us 

How did it all start? 
By Baysie, Chair
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immensely and this time planning and finances 
aren’t a problem (There have been a number of 
factors which have brought this about, not just us). 
OMC closed last year with a record membership of 
475 and we are set to equal that this year. We are all 
on the up.
Perhaps having achieved my original aims I should 

think about stepping down? Well, the problem being 
that OMC is like a good book, you just don’t want 
to put it down!
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Article from 2006
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Song sheet
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I joined OMC with my husband Keith 
in January 2005 when the club had just 
formed.  Over the years the club has 
grown into the massive success that it is 
today.  
There have been many changes over 10 years.  I 

Joined the Committee in 2006, became Treasurer 
in 2009 and Secretary in 2014.  I had a very hard 
act to follow when I took over as Secretary from 
Chris Randell.  The one constant over the 10 years 
has been our fabulous Chairman, Roger Bays, it is 
through his hard work and commitment that OMC is 
Bedfordshire’s Premier Motorcycle Club.  In my oth-
er life I am a Business Manager/Company Secretary 
in a Special School and also a Company Secretary for 
Happy Days Children’s Charity on a voluntary basis.
I come from a family of bikers and Keith and I used 

to be part of West Herts Motorcycle Club before we 
moved to Bedfordshire.  We were thrilled when Co-
lin Measures told us about the newly formed OMC.  
Both our children ride and are members of the club, 
Christina is the club’s Brolly Dolly.  
In 10 years I have made many new friends, sadly 

some have passed away or moved away.  My life is 
richer for my friendships, for the feeling of belonging 
and for the work that everyone does to support the 
club.  I have a fun filled social life and have been on 
many trips with the club to places I would never have 
visited otherwise.  I especially enjoy our social eve-
nings at OSSC where we all get together, as you can 
see from the photos we do occasionally have fancy 
dress.  I have met motorcycling celebrities and even 
been interviewed on Three Counties Radio.  
I now ride pillion with my husband Keith on his 

ZZR 1400, but enjoyed riding over the years.  My fa-
vourite bike being the VFR 750 I had many years ago, 
the 800 I got afterwards was a poor replacement.  I 

finished my riding career on a Fazer 600 which our 
daughter now rides, my son Graham has one too.  
We have been on many trips abroad, our first one 
was in 2008 travelling 2,000 miles through France 
and Spain in 10 days which was very enjoyable and 
we have since travelled abroad with groups from the 
bike club and with our friends many times.
As there are so many people in the club there are 

lots of activities throughout the year, not all bike re-
lated.  One notable event for me was the Dragon 
Boat racing where OMC came runners up against 
professional Dragon Boat clubs.  
I am lucky to be part of a very good Committee 

who all share in organising events, including shows, 
to promote the club and events for our members.  
These can be hard work but are part of what goes in 
to make the club the success it is today.  Not every-
one who helps out is on the Committee, we have a 
group of committed individuals, some of whom are 
former Committee members, some not, who share 
our ethos of making the club the best it can be.  
The Committee welcomes suggestions and help 

from club members, come and speak to us or email 
info@oakleymc.net.  The next election for the Com-
mittee will be at the AGM in February 2016, why not 
give it a go?

10 Years of Oakley Motorcycle Club by Bernice Russell
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Bootiful
by Clive Homan (Article from Issue 1 – December 

2006)

A few years ago, I took my daughter to Donnington Park 
to watch the BSB. We had a great day watching the racing 
and queuing for the toilets!  The last race of the day, I sug-
gested we go over to the Melbourne loop, it’s a place to 
watch the stars of BSB do wheelies, burnouts and dough-
nuts etc.  So we are ¾ of the way down the loop, amongst 
the hundreds of fans shoulder to shoulder in awe of what 
we were watching when a group of bikes approached the 
bend on their back wheels, doing front wheel stoppies!  
WOW, then No 8 Shakey Byrne gets off his bike, takes 
off his left boot and throws it into the crowd.  He then 
gets back on his bike and comes down to where we were 
standing.  He takes off his right boot, comes towards the 
fence, the crowds excitement reached fever pitch … the 
boot flew into the air towards my daughter and me.  I 
grabbed my mate in a rugby lineout style lift (he now talks 
2 octaves higher) – up he went towering above the others 
in the crowd knocking it with one hand to the ground 

causing a scrum – it was like a pack of wolves on their 
first kill!!  So in I went, no time for women and children, 
every man for himself … I got my hands on the boot and 
came out of the ruck with a trophy which I then presented 
to my daughter Jenna, a souvenir of the BSB Champion.  
The crowd dispersed and we made our way back towards 
our bikes.  On our way back a man shouted from the grass 
“what size feet does your daughter have?”  “Seven” shout-
ed Jenna.  “You may as well have the other boot then, it’s 
no use to me!”  We now had a pair of sweaty race boots!!  
My daughter changed into them for the ride home, proud 
as punch, what a trophy ….

A year later, we went back to Donnington to watch the 
MotoGP.  After the racing finished we were disappointed 
that no motorcycle clothing came over the fence this time.  
So we decided to try and get into the pit lane, under the 
fence we rolled like Rambo, over the track at Melbourne 
loop, ignoring the threats of the marshals.  We ran toward 
the pit lane gate, and came face to face with an orange 
wall of marshals, saying “please leave the circuit immedi-
ately”.  Ignoring the orders, we pushed through into the 
pit lane and found the garages where Shakey Byrne was.  I 
got Jenna to take off her boots and started waving them in 
the air, trying to attract his attention.  He came over and I 
managed to speak to him explaining how we had obtained 
his boots.  He offered to sign both of them for us and to 

this day my daughter still wears them even though she 
has never been a size seven, she lied !!  She just wears 
extra socks with them!!

We returned home skipping and dancing like Fred and 
Ginger, sorry Jenna and Ginger!!
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OMC CHARITY 2007
What a year, as a club we have held and participated in numerous events, I 

apologise in advance if I have forgotten any.

Keech Cottage - you all were fantastic and we raised £3941.00 for the Chil-

dren’s Hospice.

Barry Kibble – took part in the Snowdonia challenge for Multiple Scleroisis 

and sponsored £25.00 by OMC.

OMC collected over a £100 for the National Association of Bikers with Dis-

abilities (NABD)
12 members of OMC took a table at the annual Charity MS Ball and helped 

raise (on the night) a further £1172.00

5 members of OMC did the teddy bear run each giving £25.00 to the MS 

Therapy centre in Letchworth

Easter Egg Run – Another great effort by OMC members, giving over 100 

Easter eggs to the children’s ward at Bedford Hospital

Children in Need – Steve Emery raised money by having his pony tail cut off, 

this was done by Keith Russell who pledged £20 for the honour, then Julia 

shaved Steve’s head, Old Ma Randell went around collecting loose change 

dressed up as Pudsy bear, a total of £173.00 was raised on the night

Xmas party – a collection was raised on the night for OMC member Andy 

and his wife Julia whose friends little girl Charlotte is having a bit of a rough 

time with various illnesses, heart and hip operations to name a few, a total of 

£136.00 was collected.  Andy and Julia would like to express their thanks for 

your support.

Again a huge thank you for your support.  Being an OMC member is something 

to be proud of so hopefully we will see you all renewing next year.

Thank you all

Pete Griffin
Vice Chairman

Extract from Issue 5 – May/June 2007
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Bedford River Festival
I can’t remember who came up with the idea of taking part in this year’s 

Bedford River Festival; arguably the second biggest festival in the UK next to 

NottingHill, but I think it was our ever enthusiastic Pete!

We had plenty of time to plan it but with holidays getting in the way and the 

Council not really knowing what it was talking about (now there’s a surprise), 

it was quite hard work right up until the day.

We had decided that Pete would take care of the float and I would organise the 

stand on Russell Park.  In all fairness to the Council we got what was probably 

the best pitch of the show.  We were situated close to the main stage but not 

so close that it interfered and also very close to all the food and fairground 

rides.

We opted to go quite minimal on the bike display and keep it to two bikes, one 

being a new GSX750 kindly lent to us by Anthony Crow, and a brand new Har-

ley Road King – again kindly lent to us by Silverstone Harley Davidson.  I have 

to say I was more than a little surprised when I made a phone call to them to 

request that they lend us a bike and they said, “with pleasure” straight away.  

I must admit that I got very stressed on the Friday afternoon before the 

Carnival when they phoned to say there was a possibility they wouldn’t be able 

to deliver the bike.  That gave me two problems: One – Who was brave enough 

to collect it? (No one). I’m not sure if it was their inability to ride a Harley or 

whether they didn’t want to be seen on one (sorry Wayne and Dusty and any-

one else who may own one in the Club), and Two – how could we now ask Dusty 

if we could use his bike again after telling him we didn’t want it?  But all ended 

well with a phone call at about 4.30pm saying it was on its way.  On Sunday 

we had a few more bikes on show with Keith showing his new 998 and Clive 

bringing his Blackbird.

The show was a fantastic success for OMC, both for getting new members 

and getting our name out to motorcyclists in and around Bedford. I would like 

to thank all the members who helped us on the stand on both days – talking 

to potential new members and promoting the Club.  I’m afraid there were too 

many to mention but I would like to give special thanks to Nobby and Alex for 

their help on both days, especially since they were both new members and they 

were absolute stars.

ARTICLE FROM JUNE/JULY 2008 MAGAZINE
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My First 10 Years with 
OMC...

By Colin Measures

Around February 2005 when Oakley MC 
was formed,  I was the ride out co-ordi-
nator for Beds Police.  
Roger’s idea of developing a bike club within 

Oakley Sports and Social Club was discussed and 
I joined OMC as the 39th member.  A committee 
consisting of 6 members was formed (I am still a 
committee member 10 years on) and meetings 
were held in the then Footballers changing rooms.  
The room  was cold, damp and smelling of used jock 
straps, but we got on with the business in hand and 
from that tiny dressing room the foundations of this 
club were firmly laid!  Roger wanted the club to be 
professional, but friendly to all people entering the 
club and you didn`t have to be a biker or have a bike 
to join, this has been accomplished.
In the beginning, we as a committee organized ev-

erything - ride outs, weekends away, weekly rides, 
trips abroad attending shows, etc.  I organized 3 
weekend  trips to Southern Ireland all in different 
years … two to the  Isle of Wight and one to Wales.  
On one of the Irish trips we had a fire alarm go off 
at three in the morning.  We all assembled around 
the junction box not knowing how to stop it but 
Gixer Boy came to the rescue … no fire engine 

and none of the staff disturbed! (We later learned 
they didn`t live on site) -  now that’s Irish for you!  
I asked the manager the next morning what would 
have  happened if there was a fire, to which he re-
plied “we would have rebuilt it!” You couldn`t make 
it up could you?  We also found out who the culprit 
was who had set the alarm off -for those of you 
who were there you know who I am talking about 
don’t you Daniel?
In those early days we knew practically all the 

members on a first name basis but as the club has 
expanded to almost 500 members, it is not pos-
sible to know everyone.  Many of our members 
have now taken on the task of organizing ride outs 
and “away trips” which have proved very popular 
and through camaraderie, friendships are born.  So, 
let’s hope the club continues to go from strength 
to strength.
In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity 

of thanking all the previous Committee members 
for their Input -  we wouldn’t be where we are to-
day if it wasn’t for you. Thank You.
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ARTICLE FROM ‘KEMPSTON CALLING’ NEWSPAPER OCT 2011
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Busy years through 2011 – 2013
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Oakley Bike Festival exceeds all expec-
tations … !!!
Saturday 26th July 2014 saw the culmination of 

over 6 months planning and preparation when Oak-
ley Motorcycle club staged its first ever bike festival 
‘OBF14’.
Way back in the spring of 2013 when visiting an-

other long running bike show, someone who shall 
be nameless said “I think OMC could do better than 
this”…..and so OBF14 was born!
About 20 club members expressed their interest in 

forming a working group and meetings were held on 
a regular basis from September 2013. It is very im-
portant to note that all the meetings had to be held 
in a pub or bar – purely to lubricate the brain cells!

Whilst it may seem a little corny, the original idea 
was actually to simply have a good day out whilst 
trying to put something back into the pastime we 
all love and to support the dealers and local busi-
nesses that support OMC throughout the year. As 
a by-product, it was hoped that money would be 
raised for our chosen charity, the East Anglia Air Am-
bulance and perhaps raise the profile of our club a 
little………..and as we all know, that’s exactly what 
eventually happened.
However, as anyone who has organised a public 

event will know, the sudden realisation of the numer-
ous tasks to be performed can be somewhat daunt-

ing. From risk assessment to rubbish collection and 
bike parking to wet weather contingency plans, all 
have to be considered. 

The OBF Team was broken down into task based 
sub-groups and over the forthcoming months, the 
Festival gradually took shape. One of the key tasks 
was contacting as many potential exhibitors as pos-
sible; in all over 60 companies and clubs were con-
tacted. Nearly 50 would eventually attend; not a bad 
hit rate all things considered!  
As this was the first time the Festival had been put 

on, the major fear was of the unknown; how many 
bikes would turn up; how many cars would turn up; 
how many people would turn up……………and 
what if it was wet! Its amazing how often during the 
working day those questions suddenly popped up in 
the mind!
In the end, it all seemed to go roughly to plan and 

generally the Festival was deemed to be a successful 
event.  We had over 3,000 visitors with over 1,200 
bikes through the gate during the day.  One of the 
highlights for me personally was the almost surreal 
sight of Steve Plater interviewing the likes of Troy 
Corser, Niall Mackenzie, Richard Cooper, Mitchell 
Carr, Olie Linsdell, Grant Wagstaff and Jonathan Rail-
ton at our club – Oakley Motorcycle Club! Fantastic!

OAKLEYBIKEFESTIVAL
OBF
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The various exhibits provided a real cross section 
of motorcycling activities from displaying classy bikes 
of yesteryear to the most up to date offerings from 
the local dealers. Some of the race bikes were run 
up, including Mike the Bikes Honda 500-4, Carlos 
Checa’s Ducati desmosidici, some drag bikes and not 
forgetting the veritable Manx Norton!
The band in the afternoon, Eddie Mansell & his 

Disciples, really surpassed themselves by belting out 
some real rock favourites from what must have been 
the most professional stage and sound set-up out-
side of Glastonbury!

Children were not forgotten as face painting 
and special kiddies activities were specially laid 
on……………..with ‘slightly’ older kids being well 
catered for with the slow riding competition!

About 30 bikes entered the Best Bike in Show com-
petition and whilst the decision was made very dif-
ficult by the standard and variety of the entrants, the 
winner was ultimately deemed to be an immaculate 
Vincent.

The emergency services were well in attendance 
with all the services putting on a great display of vari-
ous vehicles and exhibits. 
Total proceeds for the East Anglia Air Ambulance 

amounted to £6,508, most coming from the small 
entry fee to enter the event but also included funds 
raised from the auction, raffle and helmet park. 
However, this fabulous amount could not have been 
achieved without the generous sponsorship received 
from numerous companies and individuals involved 
in the Festival and I, on behalf of Oakley Motorcycle 
Club, would like to say a huge thank you to all those 
concerned – we couldn’t have done it without you!

Article by Dickie Galka
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Phil and Chris Randell were hugely instrumental in 
the progression of OMC. For many years Phil was 
Vice Chair and Christine Secretary and were re-
sponsible for the setting up and organisation of many 
events, advertising, activities and the newsletter to-
gether with much more of what members currently 
take for granted.

Chairman Roger Bays said “Their input into OMC 
has been phenomenal and without doubt this club 
would not be so big and successful had it not been 
for their dedication and input” This was reflected by 
the presentation of a £100 meal voucher on behalf 
of the membership when they decided to step down 
in 2014

Honorary Members
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We wanted a winter event for the mem-
bers to participate in when the weather 
turned foul.  Let’s have a Treasure Hunt!!  This 
idea was born at least 2 years ago, all the ground-
work done, but unfortunately it never got off the 
ground until this year when Phil Randell stepped in 
and said “Let’s do it!”
The original route was altered to suit the destina-

tion, distances and times calculated and a date set.  
Trying to ensure the participants would arrive at 
the hidden treasure, we worked out the clues mak-
ing them interesting but not too easy ….  We were 
ready!
The day finally arrived and honestly, I was a bit ap-

prehensive after all this event was in cars not mo-
torcycles.  I needn’t have worried.  It did prove a bit 
challenging with several entries making the wrong 
turn within a mile! But they soon realised their mis-
take and got back on course. On my way to the se-
cret destination, I chuckled as I was very surprised 
to see Clive Homan being one of the lost culprits.  
The journey time allocated was just over one hour.  
That came and went and not a car in sight!  causing 
me some concern and I began doubting the way the 
clues had been structured.  I needn’t have worried, 
eventually after almost an hour and a half the first 
car turned up and then the next and soon the ma-
jority had made their way to the treasure…..  Some 
however got hopelessly lost – no names mentioned

 (they’re still engaged to be married this year!) but 
80 miles in just over 2 hours is some going and hats 
off to their  determination.  The last car in took just 
over 2 hours but I guess they were out for a leisurely 
drive! I must mention though that not a single emer-
gency “Get me out of here” map was opened.  A pat 
on the back to all the participants and well done …..
So to the treasure and the secret venue – thanks to 

Geoff Prentice, an OMC member, and his wife Helen 
who very kindly offered the use of their barn which 
was nicely warmed by the log burner creating a cosy 
feel to the place.  Christine Randell provided a deli-
cious “spud and curry” meal - a big thank you for all 
her time and effort preparing and cooking for close 
on 50 people, organising the tables and cutlery.

After a hearty meal and drink, the winners were an-
nounced.  Third place went to Mrs Prentice and Mrs 
Ekkerd, it must be said that this devious twosome 
stopped and googled the answers and did have some 
outside help.  The buggers !!  In second place were 
Diane and Dickie Galka and Derek and Jackie Brown 
and the winners were (drum roll) Steve and Allison 
Emery with Dave and Chris Lewis.  First place was 
decided by time and distance as both the top entries 
had the same score.  Congratulations for finding the 
treasure … a £20.00 note which they kindly donated 
back to our nominated charity the EAAA.
All in all a successful day, enjoyed by everyone.  

Thank you to all those that participated and a big 
thank you to Phil Randell and the team for all their 
efforts.

Treasure Hunt 2015
By Josef EkkErd
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Every season seems to come and go so 
quickly and this year was no exception ... 
2015 has been quite a year and our trip to 
Le Mans in May was not uneventful but 
No Pillock of the year awards for this one 
as we all behaved impeccably.
Starting out in Bedford there were three groups 

doing the trip across the water with Derek and Da-
vid taking the early option, leaving the rest of us to 
take the evening train under the water.  Bob Fisk was 
a late arrival arriving back from the USA and riding 
down in the very early hours of Friday morning to 
meet us for breakfast.
The ride down from Calais to Le Mans is quite a 

hike so the group opted for staying inland at Bethune, 
about 50 minutes from Calais and saving extra miles 
in the morning.  A gem of a hotel (Inter Hotel Lib-
erty, Parc de la Porte Nord – if you ever need a low 
cost secure hotel) was found by Derek Brown. Great 
Food and drink within the vicinity as well.
Next morning we guessed Bob would arrive around 

9:30 but low and behold he was early, pulling up a bit 
soggy before 9:00.  Derek and David set off on their 
route leaving me with the remaining 6 bikes and after 
Bob had had a leg stretch we were off on the ride 
to Le Man.  Damp roads kept the speed down and 
Darren with his dazzling head lights at the back as 
easy to spot.  We passed through some spectacular 
French countryside.
The small town we stayed in was Le Ferte Bernard.  

The hotel was ideal, food and drink on site and a 

LE MANS MOTOGP
By Paul Butler
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short walk to the old medieval town centre.  It was 
20 miles from the circuit but with some shrewd plan-
ning we had a route which led directly to the in field 
parking our tickets permitted, thus avoiding the busy 
Le Mans one way system during race weekends.
Saturday we started the planned ride out and en-

joyed some classic roads through parts of the Perche 
forest making sure we were back at the in time for 
the qualifying.
The grandstand we booked was untested and the 

first time Suzuki had sponsored a part of the event 
for quite some time.  Well, we could not have picked 
better tickets - end of the start/finish straight allow-
ing us to see all the last corner do or die moves.  It 

was fantastic ….  
During the evenings we enjoyed food at the hotel 

restaurant and in the town centre including a huge 2 
gallon syphon of beer that Darren couldn’t wait to 
get his lips around.  In all it was a good trip and a fine 
group be it a smaller one than usual.  My thanks to 
my compatriots Derek Brown, David Higham, Dave 
Smith, Bob Fisk, Darran and Colleen Spencer, Peter 
Hickles, John Sedgwick, Paul and Nicky Kynoch
I am finding the MotoGP trips later in the year are 

more favourable to the members due to other cal-
endar arrangements. Austria or Germany next year? 
watch this space. Feel free to give me your ideas ...

	

    
 
 
 

  

	

	

	

Short	Breaks	&	Longer	European	Tours	since	2003		
	

E-mail;	info@bikenormandy.com						Tel	from	UK;	0033	233	350065	

	

“I	can	highly	recommend	a	
holiday	with	Bike	
Normandy,	it’s	about	as	
stress	free	as	any	
motorcycle	event	could	
possibly	be;	you’ll	love	it.”	

	

Derek	Brown	
Oakley	MC	–	Aug	2014	
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It all started with an e mail out of the 
blue from a Production Company asking 
if OMC would like to take part in a blind 
tasting session for the BBC programme 
“Eat Well for Less” with Greg Wallace 
and that other bloke who I had never 
heard of. 
Never one to shy away from free publicity it was 

a no brainer and sparked an immediate yes reply, 
however, we didn’t know what we were tasting and 
who would turn up for filming. Barb and Jules from 
the OSSC kitchen were concerned that Greg Wal-
lace may turn up and use their kitchen, so it got yet 
another deep clean and went from spotless to take 
your shoes off when you enter spotless! The grading 
for cleanliness and food hygiene only goes up to a 
grade 5 but this was now beyond a grade 6!
Eventually after a few more e mails we were disap-

pointed to find out that Greg and the other bloke 
weren’t actually going to be here but their film crew 
were, then came the question as to what we were to 
be tasting? Being a bike club I was hoping for some-
thing a bit manly, like red meat, curries or burgers 
or better still beer! What did we get mayonnaise, 
bloody mayonnaise........ still could have been worse 
I suppose, we could have had muesli or jams or diet 
products.
Anyway, the date was set for Thursday 7th May and 

we had a decent turn out of members to take part. 
The Production Company sent a crew of 6 along 
and filming believe it or not took well over 3 hours. 
There was a lot of footage shot to make a mere 2 
minutes of air time but we had great fun doing it. The 
format was we tasted 5 different brands of Mayo not 
knowing what any were and at the end we had to 
mark each one out of 10. I didn’t realise that each 
marking sheet has to have the name of the taster and 
be signed and dated to ensure that any disgruntled 
manufacturer can see the evidence of the test. 
Well as you probably know, the best was Lidl’s 

closely followed by Hellman’s and the worst by a 
Country mile was Sainsbury Taste the Difference, we 

all agreed, it was like congealed battery acid!
The programme aired on prime time BBC1 on 17th 

September with yours truly getting three speaking 
parts and after much ridicule, is now know at Beds 
Police HQ as “Mayonnaise Bays”

The things we do for free publicity!!
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Men and women of the Oakley Arrows 
changed their leathers to green tights 
and put a feather in their helmets to en-
ter into an evening of honour and a fight 
to the death that would make your green 
tights quiver… 
Ok it was an Archery evening of more pressure 

than Rossi winning the MotoGP!
The Kestrels gave us one to one tuition on how 

to hold the bow and how to aim in order to hit the 
target. I would like to say thank you for their patience 
and dedication to the end, some who I will not name 
couldn’t hit a barn door if they were standing in it but 
it’s the taking part that counts.
There was food, drink and lots of prizes to be had - 

all you had to do is put the arrow in the target! Well 
the centre is the best score so I was told after the 
event. We had a few archers that could hit the green 
target area known as the grass; I did have a couple of 
stray ones in my back garden in Bromham … cheers 
washing machine Dave.
As the evening was drawing to an end the three 

front runners namely Dead eye Derek, Dead eyed 
Dickie, and Martin Dead eye eyed Hood took the 
bronze silver and gold prizes. A big thank you to all 
19 who took part to make it a competitive evening.
We would like to thank again Dave Draper and the 

team from the Kestrel Archery Club for a wonderful 
evening and look forward to next time.

OMC Shoots Some Arrows!
By Clive Homan
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In its fourth year now, the Theme Nights 
continued over the summer. 

Yet again the format changed, having started in 2012 
with manufacturers categories which remained the 
same for 2013. Then in 2014 we altered it and went 
for the model and style of bike and this year we went 
for “best bike of the decades” rounds.

With entries from Pre 60’s and through the decades 
right up to 2010-2015, the nights proved popular with 
the evenings winner receiving yet again a £50 food 
and drink voucher donated by Oakley Sports & Social 
Club

This culminated on the final night when the round 
winners brought their bikes for the final. I am pleased 
to say the award was won by Oakley village resident 
and long term OMC member, Tony DICKASON with 
his immaculate 1973 Norton Commando 750. Tony 
received a further £50 voucher and was presented 
with the OMC Bike of the Year Award

A massive well done to all the round winners and a 
massive thank you for all those who participated.

Looking forward to seeing what 2016 will bring

Theme Nights 2015
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On Sunday 9th August 2015 Oakley Mo-
torcycle Club held a fun day to celebrate 
the club’s 10th anniversary. 
It was an excellent day which was well supported 

by OMC members, friends and family. The day started 
with a short scenic ride taking in Beds/Cambs and 
Herts with a coffee break at Baldock services en-
route. Roger Bayes, our Chairman met the group at 
A6 BP Services and lead the riders back to the club 
house where they all joined in the festivities. There 
was live music, food, face painting, family games and 
much more. The Air Ambulance flew in and was able 
to stay for 30mins before being called out again. Their 
visit was much appreciated. 
Thank you once again to all who joined us at this 

event. To view the photographs from our fun day 
please visit the OMC gallery: www.photos.oakleymc.
net
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The Wednesday club is alive and well!  We aver-aged around one ride out a week being a mixture of weekdays and weekends, riding routes both in-land and coastal.  Weather was always a priority and only once did we encounter a short burst of rain.  There is a great cross section of riders and this year we were joined by some new members so the group is growing. 

We are looking forward to the new year … how-ever if there are any sunny days to come with dry roads then keep your eyes on the newsletter.

Safe Riding to you all.                                       

Wednesday Club by Colin Measures
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Ride Outs 2015
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On a Saturday in August we decided to hire the 
John Bunyan boat for a trip down stream to the An-
chor at Great Barford. Due to time restrictions and 
the busy social life of those on board, this was not 
achievable and we only made it to Willington Lock.
It was a lovely sunny day and 35 of us pack our 

picnics and floated off down stream. It’s funny how 
long it takes just to do a few miles as the river 
bends one way then the next.
Our first encounter was when a fallen tree in the 

river on a sharp bend made us move to the wrong 
side of the river. As we rounded the corner, maneu-
vering back to the right side, a barge came the other 
way heading straight for us with no one at the helm 
(well apart from a dog!) The sound of our blasting 
horn alerted the owners who came scampering out 
from the galley below but despite our Captain slam-
ming The John Bunyan into reverse it was all too 
late and we crashed head on! Thankfully there was 
no harm done and we carried on our way – after a 
few choice words!!
Arriving at Willington Lock we all went ashore for 

lunch on the bank of the river while the crew of 
the John Bunyan turned the boat around for our 
return journey.  
Making our way back, enjoying the scenic views, 

watching the wildlife and admiring the riverside 
cottages, we suddenly had more excitement as we 
came across a barge that had come aground. Our 
Captain, being the dutiful chap that he is stopped 

alongside, tied our rope onto the barge’s bow then 
putting the John Bunyan in reverse again,  pulled 
them off the bottom to free them.
We continued our journey back to Priory Marina 

for disembarkation on what was an enjoyable and 
relaxing day but with nearly as much excitement as 
a ride out from Oakley Motorbike Club

A note from our Boatmaster ….. John Bunyan

 As Boatmaster of the John Bunyan community 
boat on 22nd August 2015 I had the pleasure, with 
my crew, of a 5 hour trip organised by Dave Sims of 
Oakley Motorcycle Club.  The day turned out sunny 
and warm allowing everyone ashore at Willington 
lock for a picnic. 

OMC’s Cruise on the Ouse
by Dave Simms
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A merchant seaman since 1966 I reached retire-
ment age 2 years ago.  I soon realised life was going 
to become very different especially as Bedford was 
nearly 100 miles from the sea.  Gardening, DIY and 
television never really featured in my list of inter-
ests.  I tried putting ships in bottles but the masts 
always fell off.  My only success was a submarine in 
a bottle and that never really impressed any-body.  
Two fellow seafarers came to my rescue, William 
Boddington and John Reid, suggesting we all vol-
unteer as crew for the newly launched community 
boat John Bunyan.  Great idea and the three of 
us passed the Maritime and Coastguard Agency 

Boatmasters exam in October 2014.       
John Bunyan is the “Enterprise” part of Bedford 

and Milton Keynes Waterway Trust, formed 20 
years ago to revive a plan originally mooted over 
200 years ago.  The plan is to link the Great Ouse 
at Kempston with the Grand Union Canal at Milton 
Keynes via a 16 mile waterway.  Instead of Bedford 
being a backwater as the last “port of call” on the 
Great Ouse, the link will give users access to a vast 
network of rivers, canals and waterways from York-
shire to southern England and parts of Wales.   
The route will start by transiting a new lock near 

Kempston Mill and track in the general direction 
of the A421, passing under the road at Stewartby 
where an underpass has already been constructed.  
The waterway will continue in a south westerly di-
rection across Marston Vale to Brogborough. 
Brogborough Hill is a challenge and will need to 

be over come by constructing a boat lifting mecha-
nism.  Something like the Falkirk Wheel which con-

nects the Union canal and Forth and Clyde canal 
making a navigable route between Edinburgh and 
Glasgow.  Passing under the M1(J13), underpass 
already in place, the Bedford and Milton Keynes 

Waterway will take a sharp right hander in a north 
westerly direction.  The waterway will pass through 
Willen Lake and join the Grand Union at Campbell 
Park in the middle of Milton Keynes.
Based at Priory Marina, John Bunyan continues to 

provide public and charter boat trips between 
Kempston and Great Barford helping to promote 

the project.   
I look forward to being on board if Oakley Mo-

torcycle Club charter’s the John Bunyan again in the 
2016 season.  For further information please go to 
the web site http://www.johnbunyanboat.org/ 
It really was a very friendly day and I know my 

crew were very happy looking after you. 
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After a 3 year engagement, Darren and 
I tied the knot on 5th September at the 
Sharnbrook Hotel. 
It was an amazing day surrounded by friends, fam-

ily and loved ones. 
Darren and I would like to say thank you to those 

who shared the day with us and also to everyone  
who sent their wishes.  We would also like to thank 
Peter Knight of Scorpio Racing for bringing their 
bikes to the venue and also to Dave and Leslie 
Brown for bringing their hot rod. The bikes and 
hot rod were used for the wedding photographs. 
Thank you once again to everyone who shared in 
our wedding day and for making it so special. 

OMC Committee Members Tie the Knot
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Motorcycle and Scooter products
formulated to provide race
developed protection and reliability

Morris LubricantsCastle Foregate, Shrewsbury, SY1 2EL
www.morrislubricants.co.uk T: +44 (0)1743 232 200 
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orkshire DalesY
By Dave Simms

This is the 3rd year I have lead this trip up 
to North Yorkshire and with 13 bikes (23 
people) it was also the largest.
A few of the ladies who didn’t want to go by bike 

decided to drive up by car and made their own way, as 
did 2 of the bikers who decided that the A1 was the 
way to go. The main group of bikes left Turvey at 9.30 
on Friday morning in ideal weather conditions.
Everything was going fine until we reached the vil-

lage of Hathersage where unfortunately the road was 
closed due to the Tour of Britain cycle ride coming 
through. We headed towards Sheffield following the 
trusty sat nav when we encountered another road 
closure due to resurfacing. After recalculating once 
again and following another detour (it all adds to the 
fun), we finally made it to the Ladybower reservoir 
just in time to see a couple of Lancaster bombers fly-
ing low over the water – a spectacular sight which we 
would have missed if it wasn’t for the earlier detours!!
We stopped for a break at the Derwent Dam, shar-

ing our lunch with the resident ducks then back on the 
road, up Snake Pass and Woodhead Pass up to Holme 
Moss and across Saddleworth Moor. We stopped at 
Hebdon Bridge for tea and cake then resumed our 
journey to Skipton
On waking Saturday morning the weather had 

turned. The ladies decided against the ride and went  
shopping in Skipton searching the charity shops for the 
evening dress code of “sparkly and bling” to brighten 
the mood of constant, drizzly rain. A very good time 

was had by all and they all sparkled that evening.
The guys decided to give it a go and took a short run 

out to Devils Bridge. The rain was now a fine drizzle 
and it was decided to take a vote on a revised shorter 
route or the original planned route. The planned route 
won the vote and, although it was a gamble we didn’t 
see any heavy rain and had dry roads to the end of the 
ride. The ladies on the other hand had heavy rain and 
spent a lot of time dodging the heavy showers whilst 
on their quest for the evening attire.
Eating out in a large group is always hard to orga-

nize but Mr Randell did us proud by booking us in at 
Oakleys Restaurant on tables of 4 or 5. The food was 
superb and the plates were filled to the brim, as were 
our stomachs!!
Sunday and for our trip home we had a bright sunny 

day. As the weather was so good we took a slightly 
longer route back avoiding the motorway. We enjoyed 
some fine sights and a few new twisty roads that 
brought a smile to the faces of bikers and pillions.
What about next year???
Shall we do a 4th year???
Should we add an extra day so we can do the lakes 

as well???
Watch this space!!!
Thanks to all that came along and made it a success-

ful weekend.
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Following a hugely successful summer, 
the biking year drew to a close on Satur-
day 14th November with the Oakley Mo-
torcycle Club Dinner Dance held at Bed-
fordshire Golf Club.
With distinguished guests being British Superbike 

Racer for the Build Base BMW team, number 47 Rich-
ard COOPER and his partner Danielle who travelled 
down from Nottingham to attend and Sean and Lean-
na ROSE, Sean being a World Champion Water Skier, 
World Cup Gold Downhill Ski racer, Winter XGames 
medallist, Double Paralympian, Paralympics GB Athlete 
Ambassador, TV Presenter and Pundit, Wings for Life 
Spinal Cord Research Foundation Ambassador, Power 
kite Instructor, Snowkiter, Kite surfer, HQ Kite Team 
Rider, Motorcyclist and now a qualified N PPL(m) Pilot 
and member of Oakley Motorcycle Club!
Also present were the area fund raising team from 

the East Anglian Air Ambulance who again are the cho-
sen charity of OMC who were presented with a £500 
donation from Oakley Motorcycle Club by Chair 
Roger BAYS, a £500 donation from Oakley Sports 
& Social Club from OSSC Chair Paul MOFFAT and a 
£237 cheque for money raised by Kirsty EATON. The 
EAAA went away £1237 better off!
The evening was a great success with a three course 

meal followed by music from the Tom Betts Band. 
Special thanks to OMC members Kirsty and Maddy 

EATON and Colleen SPENCER for all the work put in 
and the fantastic attention to details which can be ap-
preciated by pictures of the event on the photo gallery 
at www.oakleymc.net
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A Chuckle...
The largest condom factory in the States burned 
down.
President Obama was awakened at 4 am by the 
telephone.
 
“Sorry to bother you at this hour, Sir, but there is an 
emergency!
I’ve just received word that the DDurex factory in 
Washington has
burned to the ground.   It is estimated that the entire 
USA supply of
condoms will be used up by the end of the week.”

Obama:    “Oh damn! The economy will never be 
able to cope with all
those unwanted babies. We’ll be ruined. We’ll have to 
ship some in
from Mexico ......”
 
Telephone voice says, “Bad idea... The Mexicans will 
have a field day
with this one. We’ll be a laughing stock. What about 
the UK”?
 
Obama: “Okay, I’ll call Cameron and tell him we 
need five million
condoms, ten inches long and three inches thick. That 
way, they’ll
continue to respect us as Americans.”

Three days later, a delighted President Obama ran 
out to open the
first of the 10,000 boxes that had just arrived. He 
found it full of
condoms, 10 inches long and 3 inches thick, exactly 
as requested...
All coloured with Union Jacks with small writing on 
each one:

MADE IN ENGLAND - SIZE:  SMALL

VS
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We hope you enjoyed 
the memories...
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