




OAKLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB MAGAZINE | SUMMER 2018 3

Once again Oakley MC have been busy over the first 
part of this year, so I hope you will enjoy the articles we 
have put together for you …..
Although the off season was long, cold and wet, our 

members managed to keep themselves occupied …. I 
hope you will enjoy some of their stories ….
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Robbie 

Bays for his patience and hard work putting the maga-
zine together, to our Sponsors who continue to support 
us every year, and to the members who kindly send in 
their articles and photos.
Wishing you all a great riding season 
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Over the Winter months we held two of 
our popular Quiz nights.  As usual they 
were well supported.  
Our first Quiz was held in December and for the 

first time we decided to have a Christmas Theme.  
I was told the questions were harder than usual, I 
didn’t think so, but then I knew the answers.  Santa 
(AKA Derek Brown) was Quizmaster for the eve-
ning.  10 teams entered; Santa’s Grotty, We Trumped 
in Jerusalem, The Flashers, Santa’s Festive Love Spuds, 
GS Free Zone, The Graeme’s, The Ho Ho Hoes, 
Christmas Hogs, The Dabbers and Norvin.  I was 
Santa’s little helper and as usual did the scoring.  Bo-
nus points were awarded for members of teams who 
wore Christmas jumpers or accessories.  There were 
2 spot prizes of magic fortune telling fish that were 
won by The Dabbers and a mini Christmas joke book 
that was won by The Ho Ho Hoes.  After 6 rounds 
of questions and 2 picture rounds in the break, we 

eventually got joint winning teams who were Santa’s 
Festive Love Spuds and GS Free Zone, who all won 
an OMC key ring for each team member and will 
have their team names engraved on the new Quiz 
Trophy.  The evening raised £105 for East Anglian Air 
Ambulance and was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  
In March it was our  annual Motorcycle Quiz with 

Quiz Master Mr Dickie Galka.  Dickie thought the 
questions were easy, not everyone agreed, but all the 
contestants enjoyed the evening with some having 
more success than others.  It wasn’t all about win-
ning, more about having a fun evening which we all 
did.  12 teams entered; The Graeme’s, The Three 
Amigoes, The Naughty Table (who were very!), Pil-
locks United, Last Again (who weren’t!), Triumph Bar 
One, Muff, No Hopers, The Floaters, Mia Rhea, The 
Latecomers and Skidmarx.  I did the easy bit by doing 
the scoring.  After 6 rounds of questions and 3 pic-
ture rounds in the break, the winning team was The 

Quiz Nights by Bernice Russell
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Naughty Table with 83 points/100, who all won an 
OMC mug for each or their 6 team members.  The 
Graeme’s were second with 65 points and The Late-
comers were third with 54 points. The evening raised 
£112.06 for East Anglian Air Ambulance (I’m not sure 
where the 6p came from but thank you anyway) and 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
Many thanks go to Derek our Christmas Quiz 

Master, Dickie Galka (Motorcycle), our score keeper 
Bernie (AKA Santa’s Little Helper and Carol Vorder-
man) and all the participants - especially those who 
dressed up at Christmas.  Thanks too to the bar and 
catering staff who always make our evenings enjoy-
able.
 Bernie Russell (AKA Santa’s Little Helper and Car-

ol Vorderman)
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Short	Breaks	&	Longer	European	Tours	since	2003		
	

E-mail;	info@bikenormandy.com						Tel	from	UK;	0033	233	350065	

	

“I	can	highly	recommend	a	
holiday	with	Bike	
Normandy,	it’s	about	as	
stress	free	as	any	
motorcycle	event	could	
possibly	be;	you’ll	love	it.”	

	

Derek	Brown	
Oakley	MC	–	Aug	2014	
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Having previously visited Europe for a 
week or long weekends , we decided to 
do a 2 week tour to take in some of the 
famous passes - but first I would need a 
route!
I contacted Simon Weir at Ride magazine and asked 

his advice. I explained that every third day would 
need to be a rest day and no day over 200 miles 
as it needs to be pillion friendly. He came back with 
a route taking in the Stelvio pass, the Grossglock-
ner, The Furka and The Grimsal Pass just to name a 
few. He also advised a mid-September tour as traffic 
would be light at that time of year - he was right! - 
we didn’t encounter any real traffic on the passes or 
mountains
Next we invited our friends Andy and Jane and 

agreed that we should increase the group to 5 or 
6 bikes - more bikes than this would not be easy to 
manage.  We finally got to a line-up of Derek and 
Jackie Brown, Ellis and Elaine Rich, Pete Hickles and 
Dave Manton.
We had a few meetings between ourselves down 

the pub and agreed that we would share out booking 

the hotels that Simon had recommended, but even 
booking a year in advance some hotels could not fit 
us in, so a bit of re-planning was needed.
6 weeks before we planned to go Jane unfortunate-

ly had a serious accident and had to pull out, so we 
were left with just the 5 bikes …

Oakley Motorcycle Club

Tackles the Passes!

At the tunnel

By Dave Simms
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Leaving Baldock services on a Saturday morning 
we had a jaunt down to the channel tunnel and a 
short 20 miles the other side to a small hotel over 
in France
Travelling through France our next stop was at a 

town called Sedan staying at a large fort. Our third 
day was wet and going into Switzerland trying to stay 
off the motorways or risking a fine for not having 
paid for the pleasure, Derek was leading and did so 
well in getting to our next stop at Innerkirchen and 
our first off day.
Innerkirchen lies at the bottom of the Grimsel pass. 

As it was our day off Simon had given us a round 
route of 5 passes that we could have done if we 
wanted but instead we opted for a walk and few 
beers!

From Switzerland we proceeded in to Austria- 
what a Beautiful country that is! The next day and 
the  Stelvio pass, going up from the Austrian side to 
Italy was hard work, but going down the other side 
was enjoyable and a tick in the box to say we have 
done it (but not bothered about doing it again) We 
ended up at Lake Garda for another day off and a 
boat trip on the lake - another beautiful place to visit.
Back up into Austria and on to the Grossglockner 

pass and even though we are now in the third week 
of September the temperature didn’t really drop un-
til we got to the very top of the pass - one I would 
do again!!

Leaving Austria and into Germany for some fantas-
tic roads, I wanted to do the B500 (having done it 
before) but that wasn’t possible this time. This was 
the only day we got split up - Derek and Dave “M” 
somehow took a different turn but it didn’t matter 
as we all arrived safely, even though Derek and Dave 
drove through the pedestrian only area (oops)!

Germany back to France and then home again. It 
was a cracking 2 weeks with fantastic roads, Passes 
and company.
Perhaps we could make it a club outing in the fu-

ture, groups of 5/6 bikes with a lead rider and TEC. 
The recommended hotels and routes would be 
booked by the groups themselves and each group 
could decide what pace they ride at – just a thought!!

At bikers point top of the Grossglockner



www.cooperbmotorcycles.co.uk

      
     01933 665403
        Northants NN29 7NH

Britain’s Most Unique 
Enfield Store

Clothing, Accessories,
Demo Bikes & More !!

Time Served Professional 
Mechanics. Tyres, Service

MOT & Repairs
OMC Discounts!!!

Quality Used Bikes 
In Stock

WE BUY QUALITY 
USED BIKES FOR 

CASH !£!£!£
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15th February saw the 13th AGM of 
Oakley Motorcycle Club held at Oakley 
Club. 

We had 143 people present, which was a record 
number. Sadly the AGM commenced with a minutes 
silence for member Darryl Souza from Rushden who 
lost his life following an accident riding back from the 
Ride to the Wall event on 7th October.

During his speech the Chairman reflected on the 
successes of 2017 with a closing membership of 454 
again the 5th year in succession that the membership 
has been mid 400’s. Also during the previous summer 
there had been 3 evenings whereby over 300 motor-
cycles had been in attendance which was a record, 
as was the number of hot rods and custom cars that 
attended the American theme night. 

Annual General Meeting
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The Officers will remain the same with Roger Bays 
continuing as Chair, Derek Brown as Treasurer and 
Bernice Russell as Secretary. Two members of the 
general committee stood  down and two nomina-
tions were accepted. 

The East Anglian Air Ambulance was again to be 
OMC’s Charity of the year and an award was pre-
sented to Dave and Lesley Brown for their organisa-
tion of the hot rods and custom cars and the hugely 
successful 7th OMC Curry Night held at Indiya res-
taurant in The Broadway which saw 80 members at-
tend and £680 raised for the EAAA, again another 
record.

Bouquets were presented to the Chairman’s lead-
ing Ladies, Julie Ward our Accountant, Marion Philli-
more our yearly Fantasy Race Team organiser, Kirsty 
Eaton our Magazine and Newsletter Editor and Ber-
nie Russell our Secretary.

Andy Olney from Luton was voted Member of the 
Year 2017 for his ride out leadership and involve-
ment in training lead and tail end riders as well as 
hardly missing a ride out.

The famed Pillock of the Year award had 9 nomina-
tions, most of whom had no idea they had been put 
forward, the winner being Jackie Jones from Rushden.

Winner of the FRT was Steve Eaton
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The buffet at half time was soon devoured, and if you missed the food you had the chance of being 
treated to a sllice of Chairmans Birthday cake. Must say that was very tasty. Rumour has it the boss is 
only 60 ??

2018 looks set to be yet another very busy year, the first major ride out being our annual Easter Egg run 
on Easter Sunday visiting several locations to deliver eggs in Beds and Northants

Roger Bays “Baysie” – Chair OMC
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On the evening of Friday 23rd February, 
Oakley Motorcycle Club hosted “An eve-
ning with Steve Parrish”. 
Steve is the winner of numerous motorcycle race 

titles and Championships, seven times British and 
European truck racing Champion, TV commentator, 
pundit and accomplished after dinner speaker plus 
previous 500cc World Championship Suzuki Heron 
team mate of Barry Sheene.
The event was held at the Bedford Golf Club, 

Great Denham, Beds where 94 OMC members and 
friends attended to listen to the race and life tales 
of the legendary Steve Parrish assisted by his Wife 
Michelle and what a great night it turned out to be! 
The evening, which involved a slide show together 

with some video clips, was very informative and 
also very very funny and at times quite sad par-
ticularly the stories involving great racers like Barry 
Sheene who are no longer with us.
A massive thanks to Steve and Michelle for a great 

evening and for the donation of a signed Suzuki 
race team jacket for the next OMC auction. If you 
haven’t seen one of Steve’s shows, you don’t know 
what you are missing!

An evening with

STEVE PARRISH





OAKLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB MAGAZINE | SUMMER 2018 16

The East Anglian Air Ambulance are delighted to 
have been chosen by Oakley Motorcycle Club as its 
beneficiary for yet another year.

 Aim and objectives of the charity 
East Anglian Air Ambulance’s mission is to save lives 

by providing the best possible outcomes for patients 
who have been involved in a life-threatening or life 
changing accident or medical emergency, through: 
•  The combination of a quick response time, emer-

gency clinical care on scene and quick transfer to the 
appropriate hospital
•  The delivery of first aid training to communities in 

East Anglia to help form the chain of survival
•  Dedicated aftercare support to help with the re-

covery of our patients and their families
We aim to continually strive towards realising our 

ambitious vision for pre-hospital care across the re-
gion – simply, doing the very best for every patient 
we attend by focusing on our five key values;  Innova-
tion, Community, Passion, Quality and Accountability.  

What service do we provide and how 
does it benefit the local community? 
We’re a 365 day-a-year lifesaving service working 

across Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and 
Suffolk. With a highly skilled doctor, critical care para-
medic and specialist medical equipment on board ev-
ery flight, we are effectively able to fly the expertise 
of the A&E department to the scene. It’s this com-
bination of advance medical care and rapid onward 
transfer to hospital which is vital in saving lives and 
improving a patient’s prospect of a full recovery. In 
some cases it is even the matter of life or death. In 
2016/17 we attended 3004 missions, providing pa-
tients with the pre-emergency care they required.  

What would the funding help with/ 
achieve  
With each mission costing an average £3,500, 

EAAA is challenged with raising £11.5 million this 
year to keep our two helicopters in the skies above 
our region. We receive no regular, direct government 
funding and are solely reliant upon the voluntary 
funding and generosity from the kind people of East 
Anglia. Support given would go towards ensuring we 
were able to continue operating this lifesaving ser-
vice and continue to improve the service we offer to 
ensure we are providing the best pre-hospital care 
to the patients.   
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 We’re very grateful for the continued support of 
the Oakley Motorcycle Club and wish everyone in-
volved a successful and enjoyable time. 
If you’d like to find out more about the East Anglian 

Air Ambulance, please contact our Bedfordshire and 
Cambridgeshire Fundraising Manager, Barbara Mc-
Gee, on 01763 262697  or visit our website at www.
eaaa.org.uk. 
Together we save lives
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Back in 2012 Steve Emery’s son Daniel, had his 
much-loved ponytail removed by the pilot of the 
EAAA helicopter, and his head shaved by our resi-
dent hairdresser Julia Smith, to raise nearly £500 for 
the Air Ambo.

Fundraising 

Family

For reasons only known to himself Steve then decided to grow his own hair below his shoulders, probably 
to show that he still could, or maybe just to piss Alison off.  However, after continuous nagging he relented to 
have it cut, but only if we could raise £500 for the EAAA! 
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With so many charities all asking for money we thought this would be a mammoth task, so an idea was 
suggested that we would cut the length to the money raised, i.e. if we raised £300 he would have a number 
2 cut, a 1 cut if we raised £400 and to have it completely shaved if we raised the full amount.  It was thought 
that we should wax his whole body if we went over £500 but no one was brave enough to hold him down.

 Alison single-handedly raised £1020 for the EAAA.  Well done girl, and thank you to everyone who donated!
(Who’s next? Let’s keep an eye on the grandsons.)
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On Friday 13th April ten brave OMC 
members went on a four day adventure 
to Llanberis in North Wales to stay in The 
Heights Bunkhouse with Martin and Steff 
in a B&B next door, probably to avoid the 
snoring and fluffing of some, no names 
mentioned (Jason, Keith, Clive, Michael 
and Craig), and of course Lizzy stayed in 
the female room.
We started in dry weather on the Friday morning 

having a good ride up. Jason on his oil burner tractor 
decided to go alone and did his own route, made 
for a more peaceful trip for the rest of us. We had 
lunch and got going again until Lizzy got a rear tyre 
puncture - NO PROBLEM, Keith and I carry punc-
ture repair kits, we can sort this. A lesson to all …. 
the kits we carry are probably ten years old+ if you 
move them from bike to bike so they have probably 
gone off or the plugs are brittle as Keith and I found 
out!!  Good old AA to the rescue …
Puncture repaired with100 miles to go, we set off, 

hitting our first bit of light rain and damp roads. We 
did the Llanberis pass blind through the cloud cover 
and with the stone walls either side of the roads you 
had to keep totally focussed. We arrived all in one 
piece at the bunkhouse ready for some food and well 
deserved drinks.
Saturday the weather was fantastic - 13 degrees, 

blue sky and sunny. Some of the group went by bus 
to Caernarfon and some went to Portmadog but all 
had a great day. So that left Jason who did his own 
route again as he was still trying to locate the elu-
sive oil leak and Craig, Lizzy and I … We decided to 
ride a route around Anglesey. Starting at the Anglesey 
race circuit, we followed the coast taking in some 
great roads around the island. We even did a road, 
or should I say Welsh pathway, grass up the middle, 
edges broken ( typical Bedford road) 1in3 down to 
a beach and then up a similar road praying we didn’t 
meet a car - unfortunately we came across two cars. 
Lizzy was so focused on the road that she exclaimed 
“What cars !!” when we stopped.  Heading back to 
the Bunkhouse we picked up Jason (still checking for 
his oil leak). A quick lunch then off again, doing an-
other 100miles of lovely roads in the valleys.
Sunday up early to get to Zip World so we can do 

the zip wire Velocity and once again the weather was 
very kind to us.  It was a great feeling of the unknown 
not knowing what to expect. Did you know you can 
smell fear (a bit like our Bunkhouse room)!?  After 
we got kitted out like the red arrow display team 
we did the small zip wire, first 30mph, over the lake. 
Then we were taken by a 4wd truck up to the top of 
the mountain to do Velocity the longest and fastest 
zip wire in Europe.
This zip wire is 0-60mph in ten seconds with a top 

Zip-a-dee-doo-dah
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speed of 118 mph, the cable length is 1555 metres 
just over a mile long it takes 15 mins to drive up the 
mountain and just 58 seconds to come down. That 
is what you call a buzz we all completed the mission 
and got the t shirt.
I would like to say it was a fantastic weekend with 

a lot of laughs and a lot of brilliant roads and stun-
ning scenery only spoilt by some noisy motorbikes 
having fun. Thanks to all who came to make it a great 
weekend.
Clive Homan (Red Arrow No2)



RIDE 
ME!
If you haven’t... 
then you really 

should.
For a “no hard sell” demonstration, please call us 
and we would be delighted to arrange this for you.

Tel: 01442 255272
jason@thektmcentre.co.uk
www.thektmcentre.co.uk

The KTM Centre, 
Wood Lane 
Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts HP2 4TP

OAKLEY CLUB MEMBER BENEFITS Please ask instore or give us a call

KTMCentre Advert A5 Oakley.indd   1 26/02/2018   15:42
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