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WOW ….. What a fantastic summer we have had!  I 
thought I was back home in Africa!
We have had an eventful season with some great riding, 

great events and visits from well known celebrities for you 
all to enjoy.  I guess one of our highlights was the restruc-
tured Theme nights where this year our sponsors came 
along with their displays and did the bike entry judging for 
us.  (I must say that the Committee were exhausted come 
the Finals Evening!!)
I have a very mixed bag in this edition of the magazine 

so I hope that you will enjoy.  A thank you to all the mem-
bers who have contributed …. Please don’t be shy your 
input is greatly appreciated and I am sure other members 
would enjoy reading your stories too ….
From me … a thank you to you all for the support and 

patience you have shown me through the year with the 
newsletter and magazine.
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On Saturday 30th June, 60 members of 
OMCC had the amazing opportunity to 
venture behind the scenes at Triumph’s 
world-famous Hinckley headquarters.  
This unique guided Factory Tour reveals 
little-known facts, exciting insights, and 
gets you up close to the Triumph motor-
cycle manufacturing process.
We had the whole day booked out purely for the 

club as there are only four groups of 15 people al-
located for each day and anyone from the club who 
missed out will tell you how quickly the tickets went!
I led a group from the M1 Services at J15 along 

the A5 to Hinckley for the 10am slot, arriving half an 
hour beforehand to a pristine car park full of motor-
cycles.  From here we went into the main reception 
where we were greeted by a group of gents who 
registered our names and gave us keys to lockers to 
store away all our riding gear; we didn’t fancy walking 
around the factory in all that kit and the heat.  From 
here we went into the Triumph 1902 Cafe where we 
could grab a coffee before the main event.  Several 
of the group pre-booked refreshments for morning 
break, lunch or afternoon break, but this turned out 
to be a real headache for both the staff and myself 
as it wasn’t really clear who was expecting what and 

when.
After a coffee we were taken through the sliding 

doors where we were placed in high viz vests and 
given an intercom so we could hear the tour guide 
explain the day-to-day running of the factory, which 
was operated with military precision. The tour itself 
was fantastic if you’re a motorcycle enthusiast and I 
would like to point out that the factory was a credit 
to Triumph staff and employees for the cleanliness of 
the shop floor - not a sign of an oil spill on the floor 
where the cutting machines operate.  My only disap-
pointment was that having the tour on a weekend, 
none of the machines were being operated so with 
that in mind the next time we go will have to be a 
week day.
Once the tour was finished we handed back our hi-

viz and intercom and headed to the museum.  Here 
they have a complete walk through of the Triumph 
history, and it’s well-stocked with various bikes in-
cluding famous and iconic bikes used in films from 
The Great Escape, Jurassic Park and The Wild Ones 
etc.
For £15 per head I think this was a very worthwhile 

tour and plan to book another trip for some time in 
2019, but this time it will be on a week day so we can 
see the machines in operation!

TOUR
BY RICHARD FOSTER
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At the Oakley Motorcycle Club AGM I 
was the very lucky winner of a set of Pire-
lli tyres.  
I may have bored my friend to death on our way 

home, saying “I don’t believe it” repeatedly!
I didn’t physically receive a set of tyres on the night; 

I had to decide what tyres to have.  As I had previ-
ously had Pirelli GT tyres on my bikes I decided to 
try a set of Diablo Rosso Corsa III as a change.
They were fitted in March on the wettest day of the 

week (great!) but for all that they felt very positive 
once on the move, considering the poor weather 
conditions.
As I no longer have to commute to work on a mo-

torbike anymore l could take my time to bed the 
tyres in and really enjoy “the summer of 1976” back 
again for 2018. 
The noticeable change from the Pirelli GTs was 

how quickly the new tyres warmed up and a relief 
to me was that there were no punctures in the first 
1000 miles; something I seem to be doomed to with 

other makes of tyres.  There was excellent grip in and 
out of corners - even on the gravelly back roads that 
I spend so much of my time on.
Then in July I took my motorbike, a Yamaha XJ6, 

for a trip to the Pyrenees, using the services of Bike-
shuttle Ltd in Northamptonshire.  Without the slog 
down the motorway my tyres now had tight hairpins 
and hours of mountain roads to play on where they 
performed excellently - even in a terrible storm with 
a torrent of rain they were positive. 
With 6000 miles on my motorbike now they still 

have plenty of tread left.  The only issue I have found 
was a slight lack of grip on more open, coarse type 
road surfaces but apart from that I had no issues on 
any other surfaces at all.
 So many thanks to Pirelli for the fabulous gift set 

that came with the tyres and for the opportunity to 
try a set of tyres that I would not otherwise have 
tried in preference to the familiar GTs. And many 
thanks to Oakley motorcycle club as well!

Tyre Promotion
by Tracy Johnson
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Derek, our Vice Chairman, reacts to the exciting (non) racing at this 
year’s British MotoGP at Silverstone
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As the season comes to end I would like 
to extend a BIG THANK YOU to all of the 
Lead and Tec’s that gave up their time to 
organise ride outs for the OMC members. 
Between us we managed to fit in 18 week- end ride 

outs which would have been 22 if not for 4 being 
cancelled due to bad weather.
In addition to the above Paul Butler organised sev-

eral Thursday evening routes and he was supported 
by other lead and Tec’s whenever he was unable to 
cover these.
Colin Measures continues to offer many Mid Week 

rides that are always promoted either on the news-
letter or a special bulletin. These rides are not ad-
vertised on the calendar as they are normally short 
notice ad hoc rides.

We also had the Easter Egg run that was, as always, 
well attended and of course our regular leaders that 
head these up also put together a ride out for you 
that incorporates the Care Home visit.
There was also a 1st this year organised by Paul 

Butler and Tim McEwan dedicated to leaners and L-
Plate riders where a short ride out was organized 
and Tips and advice were readily available. We hope 
to continue this next year early in the 2019 season.
Let’s hope that we can look forward to a good sum-

mer again in 2019 and with the continued support of 
our Lead and Tec’s offer you all some great routes 
throughout the year.
THANKS AGAIN FOR ALL THE HELP AND SUP-

PORT THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO OMC

oakley
clubMotorcycle RIDE OUTS

By Steve Eaton
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I suppose the concerns and worries were 
no different for me than any other parent 
when their offspring want to ride motor-
cycles.  However, it would be rather hypocritical 
to say no when you have ridden bikes for the last 50 
years (god, I feel old when put like that).  Marcus my 
eldest lad, started as soon as he reached the legal 
age, quickly progressing to a S1000R as soon as the 
law allowed him. However, he soon found out he pre-
ferred track riding to road riding so he could use the 
power to its best ends, not only on UK tracks but 
also in Spain and Portugal. Number two son Chris-
topher took it up a little older, soon progressing to 
a ZX6R. However, marriage, a young son and a van 
taking him out on a roundabout bought his riding 
pleasure to a sudden end. 

Next up my 9 year old grandson Sam (his mum 
not altogether comfortable with it) kept pestering 
to be taken on the back of my GS. Dave Sims had 
some spare tickets for the MotoGP, Kirsty Eaton 
lent us a XS helmet that fitted him perfectly, and a 
Frank Thomas suit curtesy of eBay meant we were 
ready for his first ride! I took him out on the Friday 
for a ride around the country lanes before meeting 
with Dave (with Christine as pillion) on his new Tiger 
1200, Ashley (Dave’s son) on a GXR750 with Leigh-
ton (Dave’s grandson) pillion and Alex Swift (with 
his wife pillion) on his dad’s Triumph Daytona; which 
made for a real family outing to the Saturday quali-
fying at Silverstone. This was followed by a night’s 
camping in Dave’s garden before setting off for the 
ill-fated MotoGP on Sunday. Sam had a great time in 
both the dry and wet riding conditions. It was really 
good to see three generations on one ride - a great 
feeling.

By Phil Randell

BIKERS
IN THE MAKING

A very proud Sam all geared up for his first ride

Dave’s way of enjoying camping

Grey skies before the Sunday GP

Austin, grandchild number 10, trying it out for size lol



www.cooperbmotorcycles.co.uk
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        Northants NN29 7NH

Britain’s Most Unique 
Enfield Store
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MOT & Repairs
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Quality Used Bikes 
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Since becoming our chosen charity, OMC members have raised a total of £32 429.87 for East Anglian Air Ambulance 
up to September this year. A very big thank you to all who have contributed.
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“Singing in the rain” rehearsed by Tweedledee and Tweedledum”

 *   Motorcycle Clothing and Accessories
 *   Personalised service from experienced 
bikers
 *   All the key brands e.g. : Dainese, Rukka, 
Spidi, Halvarssons, Ara Shoei, AGV, Daytona, 
Sidi, Kriega and Givi
 *   7 showrooms of stock (Including 1 dedi-
cated for ladies)
 *   Tailoring and Made to Measure service
 *   Café and Trip Advisor “Excellence” 2017 
and 18 Winners
 *   www.bikestop.co.uk and livechat
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Well, another busy summer for Oakley 
Motorcycle Club, most certainly the busi-
est yet! The manufacturer theme nights continued 
complimented by our motorcycle dealer sponsors 
being present and judging the best bikes. Thanks to 
the summer heat wave we only had to postpone 
one of the ten theme evenings due to predicted in-
clement weather and that was back in May! Every 
Thursday theme night right through from June to the 
Finals night on 9th August had exceptional weath-
er meaning we were having between 250 and 330 
motorbikes in attendance. The biggest night of the 
summer predictably was the American theme night 
with not only 300 bikes but thanks to Dave & Lesley 
Brown and their contacts in the Hot Rod Associa-
tion, we had 75 show cars as well. As usual the cars 
were top quality with some dragsters and street legal 
dragsters thrown in.

So the ten theme evenings led to the final night on 
9th August whereby we were lucky enough to se-
cure the services of a legend of world motorcycle 
racing from the 80’s, the 1983 and 1985 World 500 
and 250 Grand Prix Champion Freddie Spencer from 
Louisiana, USA. Feddie was kind enough to judge the 
final and present the winning shield, unfortunately 
the heat wave didn’t last up to that night and after 
a day of rain, it finally stopped by 4.30pm and dried 
up. Thankfully we were able to hold the judging and 
have the presentation before the heavens opened 
up again ten minutes after the winner Kevin Mar-
tin from Clapham received the winners shield and 
a £100 food and drink voucher kindly donated by 
Oakley Sports & Social Club for his immaculate 1978 
Yamaha RD400.

Freddie Spencer
Visits Oakley Motorcycle Club
By Roger Bays
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For those who followed motorbike Grand Prix rac-
ing back in the 80’s will not forget Freddie Spencer 
coming onto the scene and beating the big names 
of Barry Sheen and fellow American Kenny Roberts.  
Oakley MC are looking at having an “Evening with 
Freddie Spencer” early next year, so keep an eye on 
your newsletter for details.  It will be an evening not 
to be missed.
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Thanks to all our Sponsors who participated in the various Theme Nights ...
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Club member David Jordan and his 
friend Robin Stafford take a late summer 
trip to Poland to visit the scene of one of 
WW II’s most courageous and ultimately 
tragic POW escapes.
Most of us know the Hollywood version of the mass 

break-out from Stalag Luft III, after all we’ve watched 
The Great Escape almost every Christmas for most 
of our lives. But although the 1963 film made com-
pulsive viewing, the real story was a little different.  
For a start, no Americans took part in the escape and 
there were certainly no Triumph motorcycles around 
for Steve McQueen to jump the barbed-wire fence 
on. What is true however is that of the 76 men who 
escaped on that freezing night of 24 March 1944, only 
three made it back to England and on Hitler’s orders, 
50 of those recaptured were shot in the head by the 
Gestapo and their ashes returned to the camp to 
deter others. A sobering thought.
It’s 550 miles from the Hook of Holland to the Pol-

ish border and another 50 or so to the town of Za-
gan where the remains of Stalag Luft III are located.  
We decided to take it easy on the outward leg, taking 
three days to allow time to visit the Mohne dam (of 
Dambusters fame) and Colditz Castle. My F700GS 
and Robin’s ’93 R100R had run perfectly during our 
journey from Northamptonshire, despite two days of 
heavy rain and walls of spray thrown up by speeding 
cars and trucks on the German autobahns. 
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Before leaving we’d been warned that the Polish 
roads were terrible and that the police delighted in 
frog-marching motorcyclists to the nearest ATM for 
the most trivial traffic offence. First rule of motor-
cycle travel: never believe what people tell you!  As 
we approached the border at Gorlitz I checked GS’s 
mirror to make sure Robin’s headlight was still be-
hind me, mentally preparing to be interrogated by 
the fearsome border police.  What a surprise. We 
passed the blue EU Polska sign on the autobahn and 
crossed into Poland at 75 miles an hour without so 
much as a glance from the two cops busy drinking 
coffee and smoking cigarettes outside the now aban-
doned border post. How things have changed.
It took less than an hour to reach Zagan on the 

super-smooth empty motorway and we headed for 
the nearest bank to get some Zlotys to pay for a 
traditional Polish lunch (Pizza) and fill up with petrol 
for around £1.00 a litre. 
The old camp is about half a mile south of the town 

centre. Take the road past the big Tesco store (yes 
there really is one) and look out for the Stalag Luft 
III signs on the left. There are three main sites to visit, 
the first is the cemetery where the remains of the 
50 officers shot by the Gestapo were buried. The 
second is the camp itself and the third the museum 
where you can see artefacts from the camp and ex-
plore a full-size replica of Hut 104 where ‘Harry’, the 
escape tunnel, began.

The unmade road to the camp is unchanged since 
the war and the loose uneven surface needs care to 
negotiate. After about half a mile on the right there’s 
a reconstructed wooden lookout tower and on the 
left a memorial marking the exit to Harry, which to 
the dismay of the escapees emerged a few meters 
short of the tree-line in full view of the Goons.* The 
route of the tunnel has been marked on the surface 
and can be seen stretching 102 meters to the foun-
dations of Hut 104. Unlike most historic sites there 
are no restrictions for visitors and we were able to 
wander around freely, trying to imagine how the 
camp would have looked back in 1944. The concreate 
floors of the punishment cells (coolers) where pris-
oners were put in solitary for misdemeanours are 
clearly visible. Men would often spend weeks in there 
on reduced rations, probably dreaming of home and 
wondering when the war would end.
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Opposite the cells are the remains of the hospital 
building with slimy overgrown steps leading down to 
the open door of the cellar. We couldn’t resist the 
temptation to look inside. At first there was noth-
ing to see, only blackness and the smell of decay. As 
our eyes adjusted a long corridor emerged from the 
gloom and we ventured further inside. Dark rooms, 
probably used for storing medicines and equipment 
and now dripping with water, lined the passageway 
… spooky! We’d seen enough, and with a shiver rip-
pling down our spines we scampered back up the 
steps into the warm summer sunshine.

It was time to head for home. We’d already covered 
over 800 miles and needed to be back at the Hook 
to board the Stena Hollandica in a little over two 
days’ time. It had been a great trip and a great escape 
(sorry) from the routine of everyday life. However, 
seeing Stalag Lufft III and the other sites we visited at 
first hand brings home the reality of war and the evil 
it breeds in otherwise civilised people. Sadly, it seems 
we never learn.  
David Jordan

The-
POWs mockingly called the German guards 

‘Goons’ who apparently willingly accepted the 

nickname after being told it stood for “German 

Officer Or Non-Com”.

Harry was one of three tunnels dug by the escap-

ees.  The others, Tom and Dick were discovered 

by the Germans and destroyed.  It is thought that 

around 200 tunnels were dug by POWs during the 

life of the camp. 
The Triumph TR6 Trophy ridden by Steve Mc-

Queen in The Great Escape is now on display at 

the Triumph visitor centre in Hinkley Leicester-

shire.
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A pukka Thank You to KTM Hemel Hempstead for the very kind donation of 270 pucks ….  A number of 
our members have been converted to the KTM Superduke GT and one member, who will remain anonymous, 
has even gone as far as buying the matching leathers !!!!



RIDE 
ME!
If you haven’t... 
then you really 

should.
For a “no hard sell” demonstration, please call us 
and we would be delighted to arrange this for you.

Tel: 01442 255272
jason@thektmcentre.co.uk
www.thektmcentre.co.uk

The KTM Centre, 
Wood Lane 
Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts HP2 4TP

OAKLEY CLUB MEMBER BENEFITS Please ask instore or give us a call

KTMCentre Advert A5 Oakley.indd   1 26/02/2018   15:42
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JON RAILTON
2018 Season review

I was really motivated for the start of 
the 2018 season with the focus being on a 
new challenge. 

I would be moving back to the 1000cc class which I 
was really looking forward to as the litre class bikes 
have always suited my style and I’ve always enjoyed 
riding them. The new challenge for 2018 was taking 
on the World Endurance Championship. Compet-
ing in the World Endurance Championship (WEC) 
has been an ambition of mine for a number of years. 
As well as the WEC races I would be racing in the 
French Superbike and BSB Superstock Champion-
ships. Our bike of choice was the new Suzuki GSX-R 
1000 which is a great all round package especially for 
Endurance.
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The season started well at Le Mans for the first 
round of the French Superbike Championship. This 
was the first proper test on the bike with pre-season 
testing in the UK being affected by weather. I was 
able to finish in the top 20 and make great progress 
with the settings as well as setting decent times that 
would be competitive when compared to the WEC 
24 hour race held there in previous seasons. 

Next up was my first BSB Superstock meeting at 
Brands Hatch on the small Indy circuit. I was pleased 
with more top 20 finishes with this being my first 
meeting on the Pirelli Supercorsa tyres and with the 
ultra competitive nature of the Superstock class. 
The first races of the season set me and the team 

up well for the first of our planned WEC races to be 
held at Oscherslaben in Germany at the end of June. 
I would be teaming up with Dave Ferns and Richard 
Steadman for the 8 hour race using the Superstock 
spec GSX-R. It was hot all week with temperatures 
consistently over 30 degrees and track temperatures 
reaching over 50 degrees. This was a great learning 
curve for the whole team and the 8 hours tested   

every team member. A crash early in the race for 
Richard put us on the back foot and some other 
small technical issues slowed our progress. Despite 
that we were able to work our way back through 
to 26th of the 36 starters. We were happy with the 
result despite our potential for finishing in the top 20 
but that’s Endurance racing. We were able to show 
our potential and knew that we could improve be-
fore heading to the Bol D’or in September. 
Before the Bol D’or I had a couple of BSB Super-

stock meetings planned with the highlights being top 
ten finishes at Brands Hatch on the GP circuit in July 
and running consistently in the top 15 despite not 
contesting the championship full time. Unfortunately 
at Thruxton I had to retire from the race due to a 
crankshaft failure which would put our Bol D’or 
plans in jeopardy. 
In the weeks since the WEC race at Oscherslaben 

the team had been preparing for the Bol D’or and 
the entry was submitted in good time. The WEC or-
ganisers now only accept enough entries for the race 
(59) whereas 10-15 years ago the entry number was 
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unlimited and the teams would have to qualify for 
the race based on performance. Unfortunately we 
were the 3rd reserve team and the organisers give 
no reasoning behind their method of team selection. 
Of the 59 teams 42 were French based. We were the 
only full British entry.  Despite missing out on the Bol 
D’or we are still focused on participating in the WEC 
championship in 2019 with the next race being the 
Le Mans 24 hours in April. 
My plan for the remainder of 2018 was to compete 

in the remaining Superstock race meetings but with 
the limited parts supply the Superstock bike would 
not be ready. My long term sponsor Mike Green of 
Boast Plumbing stepped in and put together a ride on 
a Ducati 959 Panigale in the Ducati TriOptions Per-
formance Cup for the final two rounds at Silverstone 
and Assen. The bike was loaned by a fellow Ducati 
championship rider Dijon Compton who would not 
be racing in the final two rounds. 

Silverstone was my first time back on the Ducati 
since Assen almost a year ago. With Silverstone be-
ing my home circuit I always look forward to having 
family and friends at the circuit as well as fellow Oak-
ley Motorcycle Club members. Despite a few small 
technical issues during the weekend I was able to 
qualify in the top ten and finish race 2 in 8th. At the 
time of writing I am now looking forward to my final 
race meeting of the season at Assen next weekend 
(29th/30th September). Assen is a fantastic circuit 
and I’ve always gone well there in the past so I’m 
looking forward to a great weekend.

I look forward to attending an Oakley Motorcycle 
Club meet soon.
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JG Speedfit Kawasaki, under team owner 
Pete Extance, is a family owned business 
based in Bournemouth and since achiev-
ing their first British Superbike Champi-
onship race back in 2010 with James Hill-
ier, the team has gone from strength to 
strength. Leon Haslam and Luke Mossey 
are the riders on-board for this year’s 
2018 Bennetts BSB championship. Leon 
has since won this year’s Championship – 
a big congratulations from OMC Members
On Saturday, 8th September, 27 OMC members 

were treated to an afternoon with JG Speedfit at the 
Silverstone BSB round. 
Meeting at Silverstone’s “Pitstop” café, we quickly 

made our presence known by re-arranging furni-
ture, singing a rendition of Happy Birthday to Julia 
and then being subjected to a strip from our Vice 
Chairman who amused the crowd by displaying his 
“magnificent upper torso”!!

Venturing down to the JG Speedfit hospitality unit 
we were greeted by OMC member Gary Tingley and 
Team Principal Pete Extance.  An enjoyable lunch fol-
lowed.  All round good guy and racer extraordinaire, 
Ron Haslam joined one of the OMC tables to have 
a chat and I was treated to a cuddle from BSB racer 
Luke Mossey and am still blushing. It was a total set 
up although I do seem to remember mentioning to 
Gary one evening at the club that I thought Luke was 
ever so cute! Poor ol’ Luke was really dropped in at 
the deep end but to be fair, he played along. (I’m quite 
sure it took some bullying on Gary’s part to meet 
me, the granny!).  

By Kirsty Eaton
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Once lunch was completed, we were treated to 
a trip down memory lane from Ron Haslam who 
shared some of his legendary stories. We were very 
lucky as Pete Extance said that was the first time 
Ron had opened up like that since being with the 
team! He was followed by Rav (BBC presenter) who 
was also very entertaining.  Sadly we were unable to 
meet with Leon as we believe he was having treat-
ment on his ankle after his “off” during practice the 
day before.

After lunch, bellies full, we were treated to a pit 
tour with Pete Extance.  This was extremely in-
teresting and much appreciated by the group, es-
pecially as the Team were preparing the bikes for 
the afternoon’s qualifying sessions.  Pete gave us a 
very comprehensive insight into the ‘ins and outs’ of 
what is involved and happily answered all the ques-
tions thrown at him.
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It was a most enjoyable day and a big thank you to Gary Tingley for organising the event and to Pete 
Extance and his Team for affording us their hospitality.



OAKLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB MAGAZINE | WINTER 2018 31



OAKLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB MAGAZINE | WINTER 2018 32

In May this year, 19 members from OMC enjoyed 
another European tour with Bike Normandy.  This 
was the 4th year we had run this tour but this time 
we did the route through France / Belgium / Germa-
ny and Luxembourg in reverse with an additional day 
“off the bikes” for bum relief and a bit of sightseeing.
Our first night as always was enjoyed in Calais 

at the local restaurant where we celebrated Ken’s 
birthday.

With a few tender heads the next morning, we met 
up with John and Jen and commenced our tour rid-
ing through France ending the day in the French Ar-
dennes. Our second day took us on some very twisty 
roads in the French and Belgian Ardennes and across 
the border into Luxembourg where we stayed the 
evening at Hotel Belle-Vue.  Our hardier members 
enjoyed the facilities provided although Clive was de-
termined not to get his hair wet in the pool!

Day three and we ride a few more roads in Lux-
embourg having coffee in Bitburg, Germany which 
is a small town famous for its beer and then along-
side the Mosel river before stopping for lunch.  After 
lunch Clive and a small group decided they would 
venture down to the Nurbergring as it was not far 
from our final days destination in Cochem.  Well!!!  
He had a senior moment.  Leading the gang of 8 he 
forgot he was in Europe and entered the roundabout 
the wrong way!!  Target Fixation I think is the term 
used, the rest followed and an interesting combina-
tion of cars and bikes caused major chaos but fortu-
nately incident free.
Whilst at the ring, they met up with Ben Neeves 

(brother of MCN Reporter Michael Neeves) who 
after spending a couple of hours with the OMC lads, 
invited them to do a few laps of the ring in his Porche 
GT3RS – a chance of a lifetime and an opportunity 
not to be missed.  For Clive it was an experience 
never to be forgotten!

19 Members do Europe 
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Late afternoon and the remainder of the group 
made their way to the hotel in Cochem.  Paul Gore 
had a close encounter with a family of boars running 
across the road but managed to ride right through 
the middle of them at 80mph!!! Phew …. A lucky es-
cape for man and beast!!

Day four of the trip was a free day – most of us 
stayed off the bike enjoying the sightseeing and 
shopping in and around Cochem, some taking a 
boat trip along the river Rhine, others taking the ca-
ble car, visiting the castle or just wandering around 
the city.

Steve blowing hot air as usual!
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Back on the bikes the next morning, we rode some 
great open sweepy roads through the Eifel National 
Park, stopping for lunch in Monschau (one of my 
favourite picture postcard villages). The weather 
had been good the whole tour and then out of the 
blue our last coffee stop we were caught unawares.  
Parked up and ready to enjoy a coffee break the 
heavens suddenly opened.  A few of us had left our 
jackets and gloves on the bike so made a quick dash 
to recover them … mmm soaked through!! 

We waited for the rain to subside and then headed 
off on the last stretch along the river Meuse to our 
surprise overnight stop. 
This was the Hotel La Merveilleuse in Dinant, a 

17th century former convent. Alongside the hotel 
is the famous Leffe Beer factory where some of us 
enjoyed a tour.  The whole group received a compli-
mentary Leffe beer glass to take home ….. as far as I 
know we all managed to get our glasses home safely!

Pilgrims were always welcome at Leffe and in 1240 the 
canons decided to build a brewery for the preparation of 
a healthy, invigorating beverage (diseases like the plague 
ran rampant through the region at that time, and the 
boiling of water during the top fermentation process of 
the Leffe beer killed all germs). After the French Revo-
lution the abbey was re-established in 1929. The abbey 
church was reconstructed on the old farm grounds, as the 
beautiful 18th-century church had been destroyed. Each 
monk had a specific task and was entirely at the service 
of the parishes.
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Our last evening was enjoyed in the large dining 
area where we shared our stories of the holiday and 
the usual joke night ….
All in all it was another great tour with Bike Nor-

mandy and enjoyed by everyone.

Article by Kirsty Eaton
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Another first for
oakley

clubMotorcycle

OMC were invited to attend the Motor-
cycle Festival at Stadium MK this year 
August 2018 and I am pleased to report 
this was a great success. 
Kirsty and I headed this up and we would like to 

Thank those of you that helped out and also dis-
played your bikes.
 A special THANKS goes to Andy Olney for provid-

ing a van to transport the Gazebo and associated 

items to the venue. Unfortunately, he had to do a 
double trip as we had not checked that all was to-
gether with the Gazebo and found that the roof was 
still in the lock up at OMC. However, all was soon 
rectified and a great day was had by all.
We plan to attend this event again in 2019 and hope 

to see many of our members on the stand. It is an 
event well worth going to.
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Annual Memorial Ride
A very big thank you to all those who attended 

this year’s Annual Memorial ride on Saturday 7th 
October in memory of passed members.  A Minutes 
silence was held before 50 bikes left the club for a 2 
hour ride, returning to the Clubhouse for compli-
mentary bangers and chips.
Also, our thanks to Phil Randell for preparing and 

leading the ride and Dave Sims for Tec.
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A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS, ESTABLISHED IN 1976 
OFFERING ALL YOUR MOTORCYCLING NEEDS.

OFFICIAL AGENTS FOR SUZUKI WE OFFER A LARGE SELECTION 
OF HIGH QUALITY NEW AND USED MACHINES.

A RANGE OF GENUINE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
WITH A LARGE SELECTION OF HELMETS, CLOTHING 

ANDAND ACCESSORIES.

WE OFFER COMPREHENSIVE WORKSHOP FACILITIES WITH 
FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS AND CAN ADVISE ON

PERFORMANCE AND SUSPENSION UPGRADES.

AND WE’RE PLEASED TO OFFER 
ALL OMC MEMBERS A

ON PRODUCTION OF A VALID OMC MEMBERSHIP CARD.
NOT TO BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

ON ALL PARTS & ACCESSORIES
10% DISCOUNT

ST NEOTS
MOTORCYCLES
WWW.STNEOTSMOTORCYCLES.COM | TEL: 01480 212024 


