……………….
GRAFTON
MOTORCYCLES
……………..
NEW AND USED BIKES

CLOTHING : HELMETS : GLOVES : BOOTS : ACCESSORIES

MOTORCYCLE TRAINING (BEDS & MK)
VISIT: Newport Road, Wavendon, Milton Keynes, MK17 8DB

www.graftonmotorcycles.co.uk

01908 282121
OMC members get 10% discount on parts, clothing and accessories

Welcome to your Spring 2019 issue of the magazine
which is always a difficult one to produce what with most of
our bikes in storage! I am hoping that you enjoy the articles
some of our members have shared with you.
Last year we had some wonderful weather so fingers
crossed we will have another hot summer for us all to enjoy. Our ride out season has begun and soon our Thursday
evenings will be filled with various events for you all to enjoy.
Don’t forget to take a few pictures during the season and
let me have them for the gallery to share with others. A
story or two would be most appreciated for our magazine
editions.
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Pgs 13 – 15
OMC members ride Normandy
Pge 19		
Annual General Meeting
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East Anglian Air Ambulance
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Pge 34		
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Wishing you all a safe and enjoyable season ahead...
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ST NEOTS

MOTORCYCLES
WWW.STNEOTSMOTORCYCLES.COM | TEL: 01480 212024

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS, ESTABLISHED IN 1976
OFFERING ALL YOUR MOTORCYCLING NEEDS.
OFFICIAL AGENTS FOR SUZUKI WE OFFER A LARGE SELECTION
OF HIGH QUALITY NEW AND USED MACHINES.
A RANGE OF GENUINE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
WITH A LARGE SELECTION OF HELMETS, CLOTHING
AND ACCESSORIES.
WE OFFER COMPREHENSIVE WORKSHOP FACILITIES WITH
FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS AND CAN ADVISE ON
PERFORMANCE AND SUSPENSION UPGRADES.

AND WE’RE PLEASED TO OFFER
ALL OMC MEMBERS A

10% DISCOUNT
ON ALL PARTS & ACCESSORIES

ON PRODUCTION OF A VALID OMC MEMBERSHIP CARD.
NOT TO BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
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TOUR
BY RICHARD FOSTER

OMC visits
St Neots Motorcycles
By Derek Brown
On Thursday 29th November, 28 OMC
members took advantage of an invitation from St Neots Motorcycles to spend
an evening looking around their impressive collection of racing 2 stroke motorcycles and to have a conducted tour of the
workshop where many of the bikes had
been superbly renovated.
The collection of bikes range from early air cooled
Yamahas TD 250s through to the last of the water
cooled NSR 250 Honda and TZ 250 Yamaha grand
prix bikes with various 125s thrown in for good measure.
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factory with bolts showing any information on them.
However all quality commercially available bolts have
their strength information marked on the head, eg
8.8 or 12.9. So Andy and Eric machine these markings off then send the modified bolts to be re-plated
in the correct colour and tone, bright cadmium for
Honda and drab green for Yamaha. Installed, the effect is fantastic – along with all of the other scrupulously prepared parts the bikes look as if they have
just come from the factory.

Although Eric and Andy Sawford run their 2 stroke
racing side as a business you could tell very quickly
that it is much more than that to them. It is something they love and it’s in their blood! Their attention
to detail is quite breath taking. Just to take bolts
as an example. They obviously purchase the correct
mechanical specification for each application but neither Honda nor Yamaha race bikes come from the
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Everywhere you looked in the workshop you could
see the lavish attention to detail and the application
of very skilled hands at work. Some of us were fortunate enough to be able to handle bike parts being
worked on and to pick up frames from three successive models which all looked fairly similar but to feel
the reduction in weight and weight distribution was
staggering – metallurgy is a wonderful thing!
All of us who talked with Andy, Eric, Steve, Martyn and Tony were impressed with their knowledge
and enthusiasm and anyone who has a TZ Yamaha or
NSR Honda refurbished by St Neots Motorcycles
can be assured that they are getting a very special
bike indeed. Thanks must go to Steve Eaton for organising the event and to all at St Neots Motorcycles
for a thoroughly enjoyable evening.
Although it wasn’t our objective, we raised another
£70 for the East Anglia Air Ambulance too!

OAKLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB MAGAZINE | APRIL 2019

8

OAKLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB MAGAZINE | APRIL 2019

9

OAKLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB MAGAZINE | APRIL 2019

10

Christmas Quiz

Our OMC Christmas quiz went off really
well. Gill McBride stood in at short notice
as Carol Vaudeman and aided and abetted proceedings.
Some of the questions were a little more searching
than previous quizzes but we avoided any riots so it
couldn’t have been too bad!
Our winners were “2 elfs and Safety”. (Photo below). Their outfits gave them a head start but they
were convincing winners on merit :)
All together we raised £86 for the EAAA, a good
result.
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The

NORMANDY
Experience

14 October 2018 saw 4 intrepid bikers
from various departure points, making
their way to Folkestone for an overnight
stay, prior to catching an early Eurotunnel
train to Calais. The day had been wet and
was getting wetter by the hour; however,
nothing could dampen our enthusiasm
and despite the Facebook comments reminding us to take our Gortex and rowing
boats, the trip was underway.
We met at the Premier Inn Folkestone where introductions and initial plans for the week were carried
out over dinner followed by an early night in readiness for an early start. Monday dawned dry but grey
where upon we set about demolishing breakfast and
heading on over to the Eurotunnel terminal. Our
first issue on the trip was a delayed service as an earlier train had broken down; however, this just meant
more tea and the chance to take the first photos of
the trip. On arriving in France, a couple of hours
later than planned, it immediately became obvious
why birds fly south for the winter. We were greeted
with blue skies and sunshine, which remained with us
for the duration of the trip. Once out of Calais we
took the minor road over to Pont du Normandie, a
considerable sized bridge over the Le Havre estuary. This took a few hours but we enjoyed some
fun and challenging roads along the way. Joining the
motorway to traverse the bridge we enjoyed some
fabulous views during the crossing, made even more

spectacular as the coast was bathed in sunshine. At
that point we took the motorway for a bit to make
up some time, then headed back onto the country
roads for the last segment to our accommodation.
This proved quite a challenge as it would appear
that not all of Normandy has yet been added to the
various SatNav maps we had at our disposal. A tiring first day, but we were soon enjoying our hosts
hospitality, a few beers and a full belly makes for a
good evening.
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Day 2 dawned, blue skies, a hearty breakfast and 4
bikers with a thirst for adventure. Today was spent
visiting the western D-Day beaches, following a stop
at Dead Man’s Corner museum. This was probably
the scariest part of the trip as we treated ourselves
to a trip in a Dakota flight simulator to relive the
experience the paras would have had on invasion
day. Visits to Utah Beach, Omaha Beach and St Mere
D’Eglise for a late lunch completed the cultural highlights for the day. Good weather and excellent roads
made for some great riding experiences throughout
the day.

Day 3 came around and by now we were starting to
see a pattern, blue skies, another excellent breakfast
and more adventures to come. Today was the turn
of Maisy Battery for a visit. Some awesome roads
on the way up there only to find out that it closed
end of September. However, a quick call to one of
the co-owners and Dan soon showed up to let us
in. It was Dan and his father Gary that discovered
the place and have been excavating it for several
years. This excavation has blown gaping holes in the
recorded history of D-Day and we were treated to
several hours of dan’s time as he explained how the
discovery came about. From there we moved on to
Point Du Hoc, Sword, Juno, Gold, the Mulberry harbour and finished up at Pegasus Bridge. No matter
how many times I see these sites I cannot imagine

the chaos, carnage and bravery that was apparent on
both sides during the invasion. From Pegasus Bridge
it was time to get back to riding, so we plotted a
curvy route back to the accommodation, enjoying
the warm evening sun, amazing roads (albeit some of
them had grass growing along the middle!).
Sunshine, breakfast and thus day 4 began. Today was
set aside to do as you wish. Two of the group headed
down to Mont St Michel, via some recommended
roads that for me rate as some of the best I have had
the opportunity to explore. The other two headed
north again to check out a couple of sites we had
not seen. Then I took the opportunity to visit an old
friend some 40 miles to the south. It actually took
me nearer 60 miles as I revisited those local roads
I recommended to the others and spent a good
amount of time reacquainting myself. Just as well it
was Normandy rush hour or I would not have seen
the one other vehicle on the road to confirm France
had not been evacuated…… Dinner was served by
our hosts at the accommodation and could not have
been better. Posh restaurants are great, but for me
you cannot beat home cooked food.
Day 5 and more clear skies brought home time.
Following breakfast and a sad farewell to our hosts,
we headed cross country to Calais. Going cross
country provides plenty of enjoyable roads to use,
lovely scenery and a host of beautiful small towns
with historic buildings to view on the way through.
At one particular rest stop, in a small non-descript
village we happened on a small local cafe. So, in our
best French, we asked for coffees all round, at which
point it turned out the owner and most of the customers were actually English, in fact I struggled to
understand the lady as I believe she was a Scouser…… An interesting and enjoyable route, made
more unique by the SatNav taking us on a small local
ferry to cross the river just west of Rouen. A new
experience for us all! Once clear of Rouen, which is
a beautiful city to drive through, we joined the motorway to finish the last short leg into Calais in order
to make sure we had time for a pit stop before catching our train home.
All in all, a great time was had. Good weather, good
roads, good food, good company and good experiences.
Article by Dougie Palmer
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RIDE

ME!
If you haven’t...
then you really
should.

For a “no hard sell” demonstration, please call us
and we would be delighted to arrange this for you.
OAKLEY CLUB MEMBER BENEFITS Please ask instore or give us a call

The KTM Centre,
Wood Lane
Hemel Hempstead,
Herts HP2 4TP

KTMCentre Advert A5 Oakley.indd 1

01442 255272

Tel:
jason@thektmcentre.co.uk

www.thektmcentre.co.uk

26/02/2018 15:42

Thursday 7th February was the OMC AGM
which again attracted over 100 members.
There was no change in the Officer holders so we continue 2019 with Roger Bays as
Chairman, Derek Brown as Vice Chair and
Treasurer and Bernice Russell as Secretary.
There was one change on the committee
with Paul East stepping down and being replaced by Chris Johnston.
Bouquets were presented to the Chair’s leading Ladies, so Marion Phillimore picked one up for running the
Fantasy Race Team. Sadly Marion is now stepping down
so a big thanks for all the years she has run this. Kirsty
Eaton collected one for all her hard work in producing
our magazine and a fortnightly newsletter, an unenviable
task! The third bouquet went to our Secretary, Bernie
Russell for all her hard work over the year. Our Accountant Julie Ward who oversees the accounts wished
for a donation to be made to one of her favourite
charities, the Large Breed Dogs Rescue Charity. Finally,
breaking tradition, the Chair presented the Vice Chair,
Derek Brown with a voucher for The Plough, Bolnhurst
restaurant to enable him and his Wife Jacqui to enjoy a
fabulous meal for all the grief and stress he suffered with
the Silverstone MotoGP debacle.
The member of theYear was Mick Hodson who joined
OMC in 2013 and attends every Thursday throughout
the year no matter what the weather on one of his
motorbikes. He comes from Rothwell, Northants a 54
mile round trip and has only used his car 3 or 4 times in
those 5 years. Not bad for a 77 year old!
The Pillock of the Year award had a number of notable
nominations and the now usual photographic show and
was won by committee member Colin Measures for
managing to drive over one of the telegraph poles that
edged the Oakley Club field and then getting his car
stuck!
Let’s hope 2019 brings the same Summer weather we

had in 2018
Keep safe
Baysie – Chair OMC
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Oakley Motorcycle Club has, since it’s inception in January 2005 strongly supported
many charities over the years.
The main charities have been Keech Cottage Children’s Hospice at Luton, now re-named Keech Hospice
Care for Adults and Children, Brains Trust and Happy
Days all of which have been charities close to the hearts
of many of our members.
However, it was felt that by supporting a number of
charities at the same time, we were spreading ourselves
and the money far too thinly. So in 2011 Oakley Motorcycle Club decided to support just a single charity,
namely the East Anglian Air Ambulance.After a fantastic

year we raised a stunning total of £10,576.27 and we
have continued to retain the EAAA as our designated
charity. By the end of 2018, Oakley Motorcycle Club
have raised the enormous sum of £35 271.93 for EAAA.
The East Anglian Air Ambulance receive no regular, direct government funding and are solely reliant upon the
voluntary funding and generosity from the kind people
of East Anglia.Their mission is to save lives by providing
the best possible outcomes for patients who have been
involved in a life-threatening or life changing accident or
medical emergency.With each mission costing an average £3,500, raising funds to keep their two helicopters
in the skies above our region is a challenge.

“We need you today. You may need us tomorrow.”
If you’d like to find out more about the East Anglian Air Ambulance, please contact our Bedfordshire and
Cambridgeshire Fundraising Manager, Barbara McGee, on 01763 262697 or visit our website at www.
eaaa.org.uk.
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Britain’s Most Unique
Enfield Store

Clothing, Accessories,
Demo Bikes & More !!

Quality Used Bikes
In Stock
WE BUY QUALITY
USED BIKES FOR
CASH !£!£!£
Time Served Professional
Mechanics. Tyres, Service
MOT & Repairs
OMC Discounts!!!

01933 665403

Northants NN29 7NH

www.cooperbmotorcycles.co.uk
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MOTORSPORT IS DANGEROUS it says
on the entry ticket to the racing circuit.
Another comment would be don’t have
another accident like that one, and maybe it’s time to get rid of the bikes. That
comment was from my Orthopaedic Surgeon early in 2018 - March I think it was
- just as the racing season was about to
start.
My response was ‘No Chance’. This could be taken
a couple of different ways really, No Chance I was going to have an accident like that one, or No Chance
I’m not giving up the bikes. The latter was of course
the intent from me.
So let’s go back to August 2017. My racing performance had been steadily improving early on in the
season, but then from about May onwards I seemed
to have found settings for the bike that allowed
me to take a big leap forward. Life was good and
it seemed I could do things on the track I had not
thought possible.
My fiancé, Jemma (now my wife) and I had also
done some track days, as she loves wringing the nuts
off her ZX6R track bike. And so on August 23rd
we travelled to Snetterton for another track day, a
couple of weeks after my races at Donington Park.
Earlier in the year we had had a lot of issues with the
ZX6R and the engine had been stripped and rebuilt,
so as I was in the fast group I was on track first,
which gave me the opportunity to make sure that
the Kawasaki was ok and safe for Jemma.
An uneventful first session for me, Jemma had a
trouble-free session too, and so it was my turn again
for session two. The session was red flagged - I did
not come back. After taking it easy on the first lap
I found myself in amongst some 1ltr machines that
were point and squirt advocates and they were really
messing up my rhythm. So, exiting Agostinis I was
about to make a move on one of them when the

bike snapped sideways and back again and launched
me into space. I was not prepared for the world of
pain I was about to experience. Launched out of the
seat and in front of the bike, I somersaulted and hit
the ground on my back at about 60mph. That hurt! I
bounced and rolled once before being hit by the bike
which had annoyingly stayed upright. It punted me
up the track and then caught up with me again and
smashed into my right arm. I didn’t feel that initially.
The bike carried on passed me and fell over on the
grass.
Meanwhile I was lying in the middle of the track,
hurting like hell, and in the way of everyone. So I
decided that I’d better get out of the way, and tried
to get up using my left elbow – bad idea. I knew immediately that it was broken by the way it folded up
(that memory still makes me feel sick) and woke up
all the pain receptors! Blues and twos to the Norfolk and Norwich on the maximum amount of Morphine and moaning like you wouldn’t believe. Seven
fracture sites over my body plus my right humorous
was in four bits!
So what caused my monstrous high side is still a
matter for conjecture. At the safety briefing we were
warned that there had been a Citroen 2CV 24 hour
race the day before and that the track was “green” in
places, especially off line, and to be careful.
I was slightly off line at Agostinis as I was trying to
set up a pass. However, the most telling evidence
is the rear tyre. The right-hand side of the tyre has
good wear and feels nice and sticky and rough. The
left-hand side is smooth and hard, like a mirror. Too
many heat cycles is my guess and it had gone off. I
have never experienced this before, in 6 years or
more of track days. It is something that we should
all be aware of when doing track days. And if you are
unsure about your tyres, ask the tyre guy – there is
always one at the track day.
I won’t go into the details of the recovery – it was
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shit – No sleep, on pain killers for 3 months accompanied with the awful side effects before there
were any signs of the bones knitting together and 6
months off work!
So, don’t have a crash like that again right?
Well, after marrying the girl of my dreams on April
7th 2018 I was racing again two weeks later. I knew
that it would take me a while to get my strength and
fitness back, but as usual, my optimism was wildly inaccurate. “Weeks” I thought – plonker!
The first race meeting was at Cadwell Park on
21st April, not the place to give me a gentle canter
that I needed, but a hugely physical and demanding
track. After the first practice session on the Friday,
I reported to the team that I couldn’t get the bike
through the turns, I just couldn’t physically do it. Hall
Bends and the Goose Neck are a series of bends
that require upper body strength and precision – and
I had neither. My left arm felt useless. However, by
the end of the test day I was just about managing to
get around the circuit without endangering myself or
my fellow competitors.
Race day arrived with glorious weather (April 21st)
and both races went off without a hitch although I
finished well down. But I was pleasantly surprised
at the end of the meeting to be awarded a special
achievement award by the GP Originals committee
for making (another) comeback. The prize was a
free pair of handbuilt silencers by Tony Green Racing
worth £220.
I made steady progress as the season progressed
with PB’s at every circuit from May onwards.
Almost a year after my crash we were back at Donington Park on 3rd - 5th August. This is the annual
Classic Festival event with three days of racing. I had
raced here in May with the GP Originals and my PB
then was a 1.29. This time, on the 3rd day of racing
I had got that time down to a 1.26 and was having
some serious dices. But it got a bit too serious in the
last race, and I got tangled up with another competitor in the chicane and ended up on the grass heading
for the tyres – and down I went – on the same arm
I broke last year! But hey ho – I got up and jumped
over the tyres with no injuries – phew!

The last meeting of the season was at Cadwell Park
(my favourite track) on 6th & 7th October with a
track day on the 5th. I had intended to use the track
day to run in my new race bike, a TZ250L which is
a proper Grand Prix bike, but it was not to be. The
engine refused to start and we think there may be an
issue with the crank cases. I had been offered a ride
on a Honda RS125 for the weekend so I had the opportunity of testing this bike out on the Friday. The
weather was beautiful, and we just could not believe
the weather forecast for the weekend. It’s gonna be
cold at 9°C feeling like 5°C with heavy rain – nah
can’t be true. It bloody was!! Just awful weather
on the Saturday. I did my practice sessions on the
350 and the 125 and then went out in the qualifying
session for the feature race but it was hideous. My
boots and gloves were soaked and I was cold, and
not even the space heater in the gazebo could induce
any enthusiasm back into my body.
I hadn’t felt right on the 350 and we decided a new
rear tyre was needed. By the time I’d spent £185 and
two and a half hours standing around waiting for it to
be fitted, I was well pissed off and told the team I ain’t
going out again today. Sure I had spare boots and
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gloves but my mojo had disappeared up my arsehole. As luck would have it, my last race on the Saturday was postponed and bumped to the Sunday, and
the forecast was much better for the day, so I was
feeling ok about missing two races (one of the 350
and one on the 125).
Sunday arrived with clear skies and an orange thing
in the sky - great! First race of the day was on the
350. The usual appalling start but the new rear tyre
was giving me so much confidence I ripped through
the back of the field and made my way up to 12th
after starting 29th on the grid (thanks to yesterday).
Next up was the 125. Again, a not brilliant start, but
again I set off after the rest of the field and scythed
through the field to finish 10th overall and 7th in
class (from 27th on the grid) – absolutely brilliant
fun!
Time for the feature race on my TZ350 where I
did not expect to do much good as I was up against
all sorts of powerful and quick machinery – like a
TZ750 for instance! Anyway, I had a good go, and
achieved another PB lap time and passed loads of
guys and had fun passing guys in places I didn’t think
I could.
Then it was out on the TZ350 again, this time for
the Race of the Year, where you don’t get championship points, just trophies for 1st 2nd and 3rd. Well
this time I got a reasonable start and was in the thick
of the action. It was an awesome race and I recorded
my fastest ever time around Cadwell Park! The team
were all smiles when I got back to our pit with slaps
on the back and congratulations all around. Yes, I really enjoyed that race and felt that at last I had got
back to where I was before my crash last season,

over a year ago!
The last race was on the little Honda. If anyone
thinks these things are for pussies, I challenge you to
a race on one. They are incredibly fast for a 125cc
single cylinder 2-stroke, they weigh nothing and they
pull from 6500 right out to 13,000rpm! I got an incredible start from 27th on the grid to tip into the
first corner lying about 10th. I could actually see the
leaders – briefly. As we tipped into the right hander
at Charlies my view was obscured by 7 bikes all fighting for the same bit of tarmac! Bloody hell I thought,
they ain’t never gonna get around here in one piece,
but they did. I got passed by a couple of really quick
guys but I caught some others up and passed them,
so I finished the race 10th overall and 7th again in
class. And my lap times were only 6 seconds slower
than on the 350!
A brilliant way to end the season.
Huge thanks to my team for a successful return to
racing this year. This includes my newly wedded wife
Jemma, my Team Manager and the positive driving
force behind me, Steve Dennis, chief spanner chucker,
and Tony Derks, fuelling expert. Also, for the constant support from Gordon Tyler of Flitwick Mowers
and his contacts. I am looking forward to next season and already we have plans to do the Classic Racing Motorcycle Club championship on the TZ350D
and the GP Originals on the TZ250L.
As my hero Steve McQueen said, Racing is Life, everything before and after is just waiting.
Thanks for reading.
John Hannaford
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WWW OOMOTORCYCLES CO UK
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MOT While you wait
FREE REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE
OMC MEMBERS ��� DISCOUNT

TYRES Ride in Ride out

MICHELIN - BRIDGESTONE - PIRELLI - METZELER - AVON - CONTINENTAL
INNER TUBES - VALVES - PUNCTURE REPAIRS - WHEEL REFURBISHMENT

SUSPENSION Service & Upgrades
OHLINS - SHOWA - KAYABA - KTECH - YSS

SERVICE Most Makes & Models
BRAKES - ENGINE - TRANSMISSION - STEERING - CHASSIS

PARTS Accessories

MUC OFF - ACF�� - SCOTTOILER - HEALTECH - ACCOSSATO - BREMBO - EBC
SBS - DID - HILFO - ROCK OIL - SHOW PLATES - SECURITY - R&G - GB RACING
K&N - AKRAPOVIC - ASV - OXFORD & MUCH MORE
OMC MEMBERS ��� DISCOUNT
UNIT �� - COLLEGE STREET - KEMPSTON - MK���LU - ����� ������
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Our annual curry night took place on Sunday 27th
January with 68 members participating. Most met at
“The Brewers Kitchen” for a quick drink and chat
before venturing across to the Indiya Restaurant in
Bedford.

Another great evening organised by Dave and Leslie Brown with the usual raffle and bingo. The grand
sum of £890 was raised for East Anglia Air Ambulance .... a VERY big thank you to everyone involved.
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Stride Out

OMC
By Derek Brown

On Sunday 24th February, 25 hardy souls
with quite a few dogs, turned out at Turvey for our annual Stride-out.
My attempt a few weeks earlier at finding a route
had been thwarted when we discovered that the
ground conditions at our planned route were pretty
dodgy - clay, chalk, slopes and moisture aren’t a good
combination! A call to Phil Randell brought the US
cavalry running to our aide. The foot paths around
Turvey are numerous and generally in very good
condition and Phil was quickly able to say that he
knew of a route that would meet our requirements
of about a 4 mile walk.
And so at 10:30 sharp we set off from the grounds
of Laws House in glorious sunshine for our 2 hour
stroll around the beautiful countryside that surrounds Turvey, not a cloud in the sky. How somewhere so close to home manages to provide so
much quiet secluded walking away from the thrum
of modern living is a bit of mystery to me but it does
and it proved perfect for this event.
Walking is really rather sociable as it is so easy
to mingle and mix with everyone and enjoy a little

chit-chat and banter before moving up or down the
procession to annoy someone else! Of course the
objective all along was to get to the Three Fishes
pub for a refreshing drink and nibble whilst taking
in the sun’s rays, which the majority of us managed
to achieve. All in all a lovely morning out and about.
A big thank you to Phil for doing so much to make
this so successful.
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A great day was had on 11th April by 11
OMC members when we had our assessment rides that have followed on from
our day in the classroom on 26th March.
I have to say that this experience really should be
taken up by anyone that has yet to do it, you will not
regret it.
The classroom day gives you a great insight into
how you should ride in order to remain safe and enjoy your riding. We then had two weeks to practice

what we had been taught before our assessment was
done on a One on One basis to see what we had
taken in. Overall a much increased awareness was
shown by all participants.
I would like to take this opportunity to extend our
thanks on behalf of OMC to Mark, Martin, Paul and
Wayne who not only taught us some great riding
techniques but also brought along the sunshine for
good measure as can be seen in the photos.
Steve Eaton
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DEALERSHIP EVENINGS
OAKLEY MOTORCYCLE CLUB is very reliant on the sponsorship of dealers to provide our members with the facilities needed to make your evenings
and events associated with the club enjoyable. With their support we have
arranged Dealership Evenings through the summer where you can meet the
dealers, see what they have on offer, test ride bikes and more …
			9th May

Grafton Honda

			16th May

Pure Triumph Woburn

			30th May

Flitwick Motorcycles

			20th June

Wollaston BMW

			

27th June

The KTM Centre

			

18th July

St Neots Motorcycles

BIKE of the YEAR COMPETITION
This year we have decided to hold our competition for Best Bike on ONE
EVENING ONLY. This means that all makes and classes of motorcycle will be
shown and the winner / winners chosen on Thursday 13th June.
The bikes will be judged by guests (watch this space).
This will be a busy and exciting evening so let’s hope the weather will be kind
to us.
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Motorcycle Clothing and Accessories

* Personalised service from experienced
bikers
* All the key brands e.g. : Dainese, Rukka,
Spidi, Halvarssons, Ara Shoei, AGV, Daytona,
Sidi, Kriega and Givi
* 7 showrooms of stock (Including 1 dedicated for ladies)
* Tailoring and Made to Measure service
* Café and Trip Advisor “Excellence” 2017
and 18 Winners
* www.bikestop.co.uk and livechat
* Café Trip Advisor “Excellence” 2017/18
* Free parking, High St Old Town Stevenage,
SG1 3DW
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